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FROM THE EAJSTBRN PARTS OF SIBERIA. 
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l9(lrtiattott* 



TO THl 



KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 



SiRE) 

I BBO l^ave bmnldiy (o approac)i yoi:tr 
Most Gracious Majesty, to express the hjlgh 
sense of gratitude I entertain for the honour 
of being permitted to dedicate the present 
work to your Majesty. 

I have, since . my affliction, been 
indebted to your Majesty's benevolence for 
most essential Venefits^ and now, with that 
condescension which so peculiarly adorns your 
Msyesty^ you deign to gild the produce of my 
humble toil with your exalted patronage, and 
thus confer upon me a distinction most grati- 
fying to my feelings and ambition. 
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My powers of personal exwtion have 
been too much curtailed, to allow me to offer 
your Majesty in return^ more than a heart 
replete with loyalty and gratitude, otherwise 
I would be proud in devoting the remainder 
of my existence to prove the ardour of my 
zeal and attachment. 

With the sincerest aspirations to 
heaven, that your Majesty may long con- 
tinue to rule over that free and enlightened 
nation, which> under your paternal govern* 
ment, has risen to a transcendant height of 
glory, 

I have the honour to subscribe myself. 

Your Majesty's 

Most dutUul, obedient, and 

Devoted Servant, 

JAMES HOLMAN. 
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PREFACE. 



A¥^£R]& any individual, gifted mA the litll 
and ordinary powers that it has pleased the 
Creator to confer npoai the human jraoe, td 
undertake a journey into a strange and almost 
unknown country, there could be no reascm 
why he should not collect, and communicate, 
a fund of curious and interesting particulars re- 
lative to th&sceQe of his travel, its inhabitants, 
and productions ; but that one circumstanced 
like the Author cf the present work, under a 
total deprivation of that most iniportant of 
the senses for. acquiring a knowledge of em«^ 
temal objecte — ^the power of virion, should^ 
in the first place^ meditate and attempt sudi a 
journey ; and, secondly, venture to obtrude 
its resuhs upon the pal4ic, must be deemed 
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VI PRliFACE. 

a solecism, both in the history of travel 
and literature. 

Impressed by the above considerations, the 
Author feels it incumbent upon him to ex- 
plain, as a prefatory subject, the motives 
which led him Jto such ^^ deeds of daring 
enterprise'' — to traverse, sightless, and almost 
alone, the dreary wiMs <rf a barbarous coun- 
try, wider in extent than Europe itself; and 
also to declare the channels, and opportunities 
through which he has been enabled to deHve 
tiiat infioitimtion he is now de^bmis to impat* t 
to the public. 

Deprived, by the will of the Almighty, of 
all ihtercoarse with the visible worid, the 
dessire of locomotion has to him bee<liiiie a 
JMBW seta8e,--^a compeaisating principle, which, 
bjrite succession of objects it presents, server 
to fill nxp the deficiencies of which he would 
otherwise be semsible, from theloM of th^ viraer 
crgsm. ftmaynot be easy to explain, with cor^ 
rectness, the natixre of the sensations whidiam 
Unas eommutiioated^; that nunda^less and.in* 
tevesting assoeialions are called forth, may 
readily be conceived, aad which, cotineettag 
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FRmPAtm. vii 

tbeiniitelves wM^ ideas prevkrasly acquired, 
relative to the cotmtrie^, plaoeB/ and obJeeM 
with which he h reaQf, or vlrtmUy, briMigiit 
into c6iita^t^ give rise to oftemtkms <^ Ae 
mtBd moiNd or lei» pleasuraUe* TfalA, how« 
erer, is not all: th)e n^elties vr&ich pnse»t 
themselves, dependent op the habits or euii 
tcMns of the people he may meet with ; the 
accideiits to which he becomes exposod, maniy 
of them rendered siiigularly peculiar by the 
peculiarity of his own circumstances; nxd 
the variety of general information be may be 
enabled to glean; to which may ito added 
an almost rbmantic ardour to surmount difi^ 
Gulties j M Oiinspire to throw an intemst, some 
times nearly magical^ over his waniderJligs^ ^ 

The above observations may »nstitute> 
something like an apology for what many 
w^iU regard as an abswd ot afieeted iMrtless«^ 
" ness of mind; a feeling which be is n^aliitle 
anxious to^ do away with, since, his iisart 
disclaims it ; besUes, he oSem finds it a itoa^ 
^terial smnoyanoe, haviiig[more than onoe beim' 
inddiited to it for a mortifying oflpasitiOB; tp' 
his most anxious wishes. 
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Viii> PRBFACfi. 

That lie shcmld intrade upon the poblio . 
the narrative of his journey and adhr^Mures, 
requires a fiurfher explanation. With his 
great disadvantages, he has no right to pre- 
sume that he could add much to what was 
provi<Hisly known respe<^g the immense 
Russian Empire^ w, wij& much . authority , 
illustrate the maimers, inistoms, or character 
of its inhabitants; the field/ however, is a 
wide one, and one which has not frequently 
been trodden, so that numberless of its; in- 
digenous producticms, both natural and moml/ 
remain to be diacovered. Whether the Aur 
thor has suoeeeded in eollecling, — ^^to carry for- 
vmxd the metaphor,— any of its original plants, 
or €i the latent seeds» dr springing flowera 
of the recent eiviliaation of this country, be 
leaves to the reader, after the pwusal. oC 
his pt^s, to determine. He . is, hwfvi&f^ 
wiUiog to admits thttt in sending forth his; ' 
navmytiTeyihe^is not a. little influenced by tho. 
wiiAi ta be regarded as a member, henever 
hnaifale, of the literary world, in which feeling 
he if, to m Aegree, encouraged'by thei fiahrotnr- 
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aUe manner in which his former produetioti 
wasireoeived by the pnhUc Those whoBiay 
be indined to censure his presumption in 
this resped, he trusts will not deny some 
indulg^ice to his peculiar situation, or. refuse 
to admit, however much the work itself may 
fifldl inimerest, that the innocent gratifieaticm 
he has derived from its composition is some 
excuse for the publication. 

.Before closiiog his introductory remarks, 
the Author is particularly anxious to do away 
with any impression) which the public may be 
likely to entertain, with respect to the fidelity 
of his descriptions, and the opportunities 
which were affnded him of acquiring infor- 
mation durii^ his journey. 

A late iaterestiiig traveller, (Captain Coch- 
rane,) whom the Author had the pleasure of 
meeting at Moscow,, previous to setting out for 
Sibtfia, in i^omineiiAiDg upon this intenticfn of 
veiling; tbat^ r«pote pairt of the Russian em^ 
pire,* has thrown out insinuations injurious to 

^ ^^ ft Peiettri^ Journey tkroagh RuMua.^ ^^\}^J ^<^P^ 
J D. Cochrane. 
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the aiithentidty of the present publtoatibn. 
A£t» ridiciding the Author's scbeiue of tmvsl, 
in a vein of combined pity and sareasm, this gen- 
tleman proceeds to state, that '' any information 
he (Mr. Holman) inay receive can only proceed 
from exiles and criminals ; and, consequently, 
is not implicitly to be relied on, particularly 
situated as he is, possessing hardly a sufficient 
knowledge of the Russian language to appre- 
ciate the value of such hearsay information." 
It might be easy to remark on the inconsis- 
tency of this passage; in whic^ Captain C. 
accuses the Author of gaining his hearsay in- 
formation from a people whose language he 
asserts him not able to comprehend. The 
Author hopes that he shall be able to disprove 
this insinuation, and which, he begs to remark, 
if it is to he received as designating the man- 
ner in which Captain C. procured Au otcm 
information, imist be considered as decidedly 
fatal to the veracity dT that gentleman^s late 
publication. 

Physically blind as the Author is, he cannot 
but be sensible of the mental obscurity of 
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Caption C.) and might, without impr(>prwly^ 
address him in the words of the Rotnaii satirist, 

*' Cur tu lippas aliorum vitia tam cernis acutus/'* 

It is with feelings of honest pride and satis- 
faction, that the Author is enabled to assert, 
that the information detailed in this work, was 
collected, generally, under the most unexcep- 
tionable circumstances, and from the purest 
and most authentic sources. On entering 
Russia his introductions led him immediately 
into the most respectable society, comprising 
many of the highest characters of St 'Peters- 
burg; from thence he passed forward through 
the country, from one individual point to an- 
other, until he reached the ultima Thule of 
his journey, with an uninterrupted chain of 
friendly intercourse with the most elevated 
and dignified persons of the empire, the highest 
officers of his imperial majesty's government 
hot being excepted ; during more than four 
months' residence at Irkoutsk he was received 
into the iamily of his excellency the governor- 

* Se% Appendix A. 
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general c^ Eastern Siberia, the virtuous and 
patriotic Alexander Lavinski, with a confi« 
dence and kindness which rather indicated 
the affectionate regard of a brother, than the 
cold attentions that would be looked for by an 
unknown and accidental stranger. 

It was from these unexceptionable channels, 
and not from the spurious, doubtful, and sur* 
charged accounts of ^^ criminals and exiles," 
that his subject matter has been derived; and 
after such an exposition, he confidently ven* 
tures to throw himself upon the candour of the 
public, to decide whether he has not trium* 
phantly repelled the unjust and unmerited 
anticipations of Captain Cochrane. 

One painful subject remains to be noticed — 
the abrupt and hasty manner in which the 
Author was conducted from out of Siberia, and 
the Russian empire, by the particular mandate 
of the imperial Alexander, a measure for which 
he is totally at a loss to assign any satisfactory 
reason, and which prevented him from con^ 
pleting the more arduous and interesting pmrt 
of the arrangement for travel which he had 
sketched out for himself.: < 
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PRITFACE. Xm 

' The reason advanced, of the Emperor's 
anxiety for the personal safety of the Au- 
thor, is evidently more specious than real, 
since it is contradicted by the unnecessary 
harsh treatment, and strict surveillance which 
were extended over him during his convey- 
ance as a state prisoner to the Austrian frontier. 
Had this motive really existed, it is reasonable 
to infer that he would have been left at St 
Petersburg or Moscow, in the bosom of his 
friends, instead of being dragged out of the 
empire, and left on its borders, a still greater 
stranger than even in Siberia itself. 

Th6 Author feels it due to himself to state, 
that he is neither conscious that he could have 
given private personal offence to his imperial 
majesty, nor have excited the suspicion or 
jealousy of the government, by any of his 
proceedings or enquiries ; in short, he neither 
«blt himself prompted by his powers or incli- 
nation to interfere with, or animadvert upon, 
the government, even so far as to pass the 
slightest censure upon the many glariBg feults 
which could not Yail to be observable to the 
eye of a free-born Englishntttn. 
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To conclude, his chief motives, in under- 
taking this arduous journey, have been to 
interest himself with human nature, and by 
comparing it under its different circum- 
stances, to glean a harvest of amusement and 
information. 



- The spacious west, 



And all the teeming- regions of the south 
Hold not a quarry to the curious flight 
Of knowledge, half so tempting, or so fair, 
As man to man." 



He begs to add, that if the facts he has ac- 
cumulated shall be deemed deserving of the 
perusal and attention of his coimtrymen, or 
contribute to their gratification, his object 
in publishing them will have been fully 
accomplished. 

Windsor, April ^, 1 825. 



Digitized 



by Google 



TRAVELS, 

CHAPTER I. 



The Author embarks for St. Petersburg — Motives anA apology 
for undertaking so arduous a journey under his peculiar 
affiictioQ^^Detention off Clravesend — The mouth of the 
Thames — Sea-sicknesSy and mode of relieving it — Jut- 
land — The Swedish coast— Cronberg Castle and Elsi- 
nore — Hamlet's palace — Copenhagen, Drago, Bomholmy 
and Gothland — A human monster — Oulf of Finland-— 
The harbour of Cronstadt — Adventures with guard- 
•Up^-Meaaness of the custom-house ofiQcers — Short 
stay in Cronstadt — ^Arrival at St. Petersburg. 

On the 19th of July, 1822, I embarked in 
the Saunders-Hill, schooner, commanded by 
Captain Courtney, theii lying in the London 
Docks, and bound for St Petersburg, with the 
ostensible motive of visiting the Russian em- 
pire; but the real one, should circumstances 

VOL. I. B 
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prove propitious, of making a circuit of the 
whole world: an intention, however, which, 
as will be seen in the sequel, was frustrated 
by causes over which I had no controul. My 
motives for concealing so important a part 
of these views, it will not be difficult to ex- 
plain : they ai-e attributable to the opposition 
my kind friend^s have always been inclined to 
make against what, under my peculiar depri- 
vation, they are disposed to regard as Quixotic 
feelings ; a feeling on their parts which I am 
desirous to suppress, since, on various occa- 
sions, I have to charge it with the disappoint- ^ 
ment of my most anxious wishes. Alas ! how 
little are they able to appreciate my true sen- 
timents and powers, as developing themselves 
in an intense desire to occupy the mind, to 
acquire solid information, and triumph over 
those difficulties which others might deem 
insurmountable ! That my views are not chi- 
merical, may be inferred from the success 
which, as far as my innate powers are con- 
cerned, has hitherto attended my exertions. 
Where the mind is properly constituted, the 
diminution of one faculty naturally calls others 
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ORAVESEND. 3 

into more extensive action. In my case, th6 
deprivation of sight has been succeeded by 
an increased desire for locomotion ; nor, little 
as the world may imagine me adapted for its 
indulgence, am I conscious of having ever 
over-rated my abilities in that particular : in . 
short, there are few obstacles which man's 
perseverance may not enable him to overcome, 
if he will but rightly exercise those faculties 
with which the beneficence of his Creator has 
endowed him. 

" Call now to mind what high capacious powers 

Lie fol4ed up in man ; how far beyond 

The praise of mortals, may the eternal growth 

Of nature to perfection half diyine 

Expand the blooming soul T Akensidb. 

After a delay of many hours, occasioned by 
the captain not being on board, and other 
causes, our vessel dropped down to Gravesend, 
where, however, we did not arrive until seven 
o'clock on the following evening, and were 
then detained until late in the succeeding day* 
Soon after leaving this place, the wind being 
adverse, at five o'clock we anchored in the 
Lower Hope. Here, about midnight, an acci- 
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4 DETENTION OFF GRAVESEND. 

dent occurred, which proved the cause of a 
mortifying detention. A large and clumsy 
collier contrived to run foul of us ; and this 
accompanied by so great a shock, as not only 
to induce us to think our vessel split in two, 
but actually to snap the cable, k)osen the 
scroll, or figure-head, and carry away some 
of our rigging; we soon, however, disen- 
gaged ourselves, and got down another anchor. 
As this accident was occasioned by the care- 
lessness of the other party, who were coming 
up the river with a fair wind, our captain 
determined to compel them to compensate the 
damage he had received ; to effect which, and 
repair our injuries, we were obliged to return 
to Gravesend ; which was the more mortifying, 
as the wind soon after became favourable for 
our progress down the river. 

During the confusion which attended this 
accident, I was happy in being able to make 
myself useful by taking the helm, and com^ 
plying promptly with the captain's ' starboard^ 
tmd ^ port' The best of it was, that he was 
ignorant of having a blind helmsman, until 
the fray was over, when, observing some oae 
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THE MOUTH OF TB£ THAMES. 6 

en chemise blanche^ (for I had turned out of 
my birth in this state at the moment of alarm,) 
he at first mistook me for bis wife. He was, 
however, so well satisfied with my nautical 
skill, as afterward to permit me to steei! the 
vessel in a fresh breeze. 

On the 24th, having repaired damages, we 
once more quitted Gravesend, and| the wind 
being fair and the tide in our favour, we soon 
cleared the mouth of the river. Our rapid 
progress towards the oceaii led me iqto a tmin 
of reflections; during which the lines of Den^ 
ham, addressed to the Thames^ oeourred t» 
me, and particularly the couplet tn which he 
describes it as 

** Hastening to pay its tribute to the soti 
like mortal life to meet eternity." 

My meditations, however, were interrupted 
by what had nearly proved a fatal ittustratidn 
of this allegory, and of the imoertainty of 
human life. One of our sailors, having care- 
lessly taken hold of a loose rqpe, fell overboard 
from the fore-yard arm ; being, however, a good 
swimmer^ he was picked up without injury. 
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My only companions in the cabin were the 
captain, his wife, and chMd, a little girl of 
about two years of age, whose fretful temper 
proved no slight annoyance to her parents 
and myself Soon after getting out to «ea, 
the lady began to suffer from sickness ; the 
child, however, continued well and trouble- 
some during the voyage. 

Although I have never myself experienced 
the distressing sensation of sea-sickness, I have 
witnessed so much of its effects as to fancy that 
I am not incapable of suggesting a variety of 
means for preventing or relieving it ; these I 
am induced to detail, hoping they may prove 
useful to some suffering voyager. As I be- 
lieve the affection is generally accompanied 
by an undue biliary secretion, it appears de- 
sirable, for some days before embarking, to 
put the digestive organs into the best possible 
state of health. With this view, the diet and 
other regimen should be plain and unirri- 
tating, every thing being avoided which has a 
tendency to give rise to acidity on the stomach ; 
at the same time a gentle dose or two of calo- 
mel may be taken, to clear out the biliary 
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passages. The best private stock of provision 
will comprise plain, unsweetened biscuit, the 
lean of ham, hung beef, and a little good 
brandy ; but tongues, butter, honey, and sweet- 
meats, should be avoided. On first going 
on board, the individual should keep quiet, 
and on no account, however well he may feel, 
indulge himself in walking on deck, viewing 
the siu*rounding objects, or the rigging of the 
vessel, until he has become habituated to the 
motions of the latter. He should, as much as 
possible, divert his mind from noticing the 
motions of the vessel, by occupjring it with 
some amusing or interesting subject. The 
first meal ought to be particularly sparing, 
both as to quality and quantity. If it be break- 
fast, let it consist of a single cup of coffee or 
tea, with a small quantity of sugar only, and 
no milk, accompanied by a piece of biscuit or 
dry bread. If hunger becomes urgent be- 
tween breakfast and dinner, relieve it with a 
portion of biscuit; and if thirst is trouble- 
some, allay it with a little weak brandy and 
water, or a glass of soda-water. At dinner, 
the most proper food will be a little plain 
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boiled or roasted meat, without fat or gravy, 
with a boiled potatoe, or bread ; such vegetables 
as contain much saccharine principle, and 
particularly greens, being abstained from; 
and as a beverage, weak brandy and water, or 
soda-water, may ba taken. If wine be desired, 
fifadeira, or Teneriffe, is preferable to other 
kinds. In the evening, the tea or cofiee, as in 
the morning, may be repeated; and when 
disposed to retire to rest, let care be taken to 
have as much free air as possible, the confined 
air of the vessel being one of the most powerful 
exciting causes of the indisposition. If, not- 
withstanding, symptoms of sickness come on, 
I would recommend, on the first approach of 
giddiness, to assume a horizontal position on 
deck, if possible, for the advantage of the re- 
freshing air, and to take occasionally, particu- 
larly after each effort of vomiting, a little soda- 
water^ By attending to the above directions, 
the attack may, throughout the voyage, either 
be pr^ented, or, at least, materially alle- 
viated. 

Fpr the succeeding three days our progress 
was favourable, but on the :i9th a squall car- 
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ried away the fore*top gallant-mast ; we soon 
however got the wreck cleared, and another 
substituted, and in llie evening of this day 
the coast of Jutland began^to make its appear- 
atice ; on the following day we came in sight 
of the Swedish coast, passed the Castte of 
Marstrand, and in sight of the wings beacon 
at the entrance of Gothenberg, and by evening 
iarriv^ at the entrance of the Categale. On 
the 1st of July we made the Island of Zealand, 
and passed the Castle of GrQnberg, built by 
Christian the Fourth, where the unfortunate 
Matilda, Queen of Denmark, and sister to our 
late king, was detained a prisoner. In the even- 
ing we anchored in Elsinore roads. On Tues- 
day, July 2nd, we landed at Elsinore, and 
breakfasted with our hospitable consul Mr. 
Fenwick. The wind being fair, Captain 
Courtney, anxious to get forward, as soon as 
his necessary business with the port was 
transacted, to enable him to pass the sound, 
hurried me away, so that I had no time to 
visit the interesting objects of the place, some 
of which would have afforded me considerable 
satisfaction, particularly the Castle of Cron- 
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10 CASTLE OF CRONBERO — HAMLET*S PALACE. 

berg, and the palace and gardens where 
Hamlet's father is reported to have been mur- 
dered'and buried. TTiis palace is said to be a 
large square stone building, standing on the 
foot of a hill, which gradually rises beyond it, 
and which is ascended by serpentine walks 
planted with trees, whose ample foliage affords 
an agreeable shelter from the scorching heat 
of the noon-tide sun, and leads to the famed 
spot immortalized by Shakspeare, in the fol- 
lowing passage, as the scene of poor Ophelia's 
fate. 

** There is a willow grows ascaunt the brook, 

That shows his hoar leaves in the glassy stream ; 

Therewith fantastic garlands did she make 

Of crow-flowers, nettles, daisies, and long purples. 

That liberal shepherds give a grosser name, 

But our cold maids do dead men's fingers call them : 

There on the pendent boughs her coronet weeds 

Clambering to hang, an envious sliver broke ; 

When down her weedy trophies, and herself. 

Fell in the weeping brook. Her clothes spread wide ; . 

And, mermaid-like, a while they bore her up : 

Which time, she chauntied snatches of old tunes ; 

As one incapable of her own distress. 

Or like a creature native and indu'd 

Unto that element : but long it could not be. 

Till that her garments^ heavy with their drink 

Pull'd the poor wretch from her melodious lay 

To muddy death." Hamlet. 
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Independent of the poetical interest it ex- 
cites, the spot itself is highly picturesque and 
romantic. 

The houses of Elsinore are generally large, 
lofty, and well built, and at the same time ex- 
ceedingly neat and clean ; the streets are 
however narrow, ill paved, aiid without foot- 
ways, while the windows of the basement story 
project so much into the street, that the pedes- 
trian is in constant danger of being driven over 
by the carriages. 

At one o'clock in the afternoon we again got 
under weigh; attwo,pastTycho Rrach's Island, 
the wind being light and variable ; and at half 
after ten in the evening anchored off the 
Crown Battery at Ckipenhagen. I anxiously 
wished for an adverse wind to prevent our 
sailing, so as to allow me time to visit the 
city of Copenhagen ; but after a stormy and 
•rainy morning, the weather became so fair 
about noon, that we left our anchorage and 
proceeded on the voyage. After coasting 
all day along the Islands of Zealand and 
Drago, in the evening we entered the Baltic 
Sea, steering straight for the Island of Bom- 
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12 BOBNUOLM — DAGHO. 

holm, which we made early the next day, 
and from whence we were visited by a 
boat laden with poultry, eggs, and milk. 
On the following morning we saw the Island of 
Gothland, where General Norby retired with 
the Danish fleet from Calmar, on receiving ac- 
oounts of a general insurrection in Denmark ; 
the consequence of which movement was the 
siege and capture of that city by Gustavus 
Vasa. During the two next days we had 
boisterous weather and rough seas, but on the 
following day, July 7th, the weather proved 
very fine, and at ten in the morning we found 
ourselves off the Light-house on the Island of 
Dagho, which lies at the entrance of the 
Gulf of ]R.iga, There is a passage on each 
side for shipping, but the western one is the 
deepest and largest Some years back the 

jproprietor of this island, Baron , built a 

house on an elevated situation, crowning it 
with an octagonal tower, in which large mir- 
rors of plate glass were disposed to reflect the 
light so as to resemble the light-house ; this 
room he occasionally caused to be illuminated, 
while the proper light-house was kept in 
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A HUMAN MONSTER, 13 

darkness ; deluded by the artifice, many ves- 
sels were wrecked on the coast, with the loss 
of numbers of their crews ; the cargoes were 
then seized by this UKMister, and approjMriated 
to the gratification of his infamous cupidity. 
At length the captain of a vessel, who had been 
a sufferer in consequence, ventured to wait upon 
the baron, intending to upbraid him with his 
treachery : it happened that a person who had 
officiated in the family as a tutor, had experi* 
enced a fit, and was suj^sed to have died, so 
that his corpse had been laid out in one of the 
apartments of the castle. Into this room, the 
baron conducted his victim, and there dread- 
ing a disclosure of his villanies, murdered him 
with an axe. At this juncture the supposed 
corpse recovered its sejasibility, and witnessed 
th0 cru^l scene, but had the prudence to con- 
tinae moticHikss until the inhuman monster 
bad left the apartment, when he availed him- 
self of the oppcMlunity to escape to Riga, and 
gave that infoionatioB whkh terminated in the 
wretch's perpetual banishment amid the sa- 
va^ wilds of Siberia^ j there a prey to ccnsci- 
esoe and remorse, he dragged out the misera- 
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14 GULF OF FINCrAND— GRONSTADT. 

ble remnant of an existence, already too near 
its close to allow time to expiate a life of such 
dreadftil depravity. 

We now entered the Gulf of Finland, and 
commenced aa intricate and dangerous navi- 
gation, which, however, is facilitated by differ- 
ent coloured flags placed on the various shoals, 
and a number of light-houses, for which the 
Russian government do not exact any dues. 
Towards midnight we had much thunder and 
lightning,' followed by a heavy squall of rain. 
At three in the afternoon of the 10th of July, 
we approached the guard-ship off the harbour 
of Cronstadt, who fired a shot to compel us to 
come to an anchor in these roads, which, as it 
was a strong gale, the captain would gladly 
have avoided, for he even apprehended this 
measure would have occasioned the loss of his 
vessel, and was desirous to run straight into 
harbour ; he was obliged however to attempt 
a compliance, and the consequence was, that 
his cable hrcke and parted from the first an- 
chor, while the vessel drifted so far with the 
seccmd anchor, as to have been very nearly on 
shore ; this result, however, would have been 
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ADVENTURES WITH GUARD-SHIP. 15 

a matter of perfect indifference to the com- 
manding officer of the guard-ship ; at length 
the weather became more moderate, and en- 
abled us to lie secure. 

Early on the following morning, the guard- 
boat visited us, with her crew in a state of 
evident intoxication, in consequence oi their 
previous visits to other vessels, from each of 
which they invariably expect to be treated 
with liquors ; a point of discipline widely dif- 
ferent from what is observed in the British 
service. Our captain was unwilling to increase 
their exhilaration; but as soon as the officers 
descended into the cabin, they desired their 
crew might be furnished with brandy. The 
captain was then given to understand that be 
must pay for the shot that had been fired over 
him: this is said to be a perquisite of the 
captain of the guard-ship. I am, however, 
much mistaken, judging from the sotmd, if 
there was any shot really fired over us ; be 
this as it may, it appears hard enough to* be 
obliged to pay for the instrument of one's 
own punishment, like a boy at school, who is 
charged for the birch that tickles him. 
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16 UEANMEMB OF CUSTOM-HOUSE OFFICERS. 

A singular feature in the manners of these 
gentry is a system of begging any, or every, 
article which happens to take their foncy, 
and this in a way that neither expects, nor 
admits of, a denial; nay, such was their rapa- 
city and meanness, that one even asked the 
captain to give him needles, thread and tape, 
for the use of his wife ; and which, to keep 
him in good humour, were promised on the 
next voyi^e. I afterward heard many lu- 
dicrous instances of die extent to which they 
sometfanes carry their begging system. A 
lady of my acquaintance came over when a 
child, and brought a doll for her amusement : 
one of the custom-house fellows took it into 
his head to long tor this jdaything, and, with 
rapturous admiration, made his petition ac- 
cordingly; nor could the poor child's tears, 
nor the captain's ^ntreaties^ induce him to 
fcH^go his covetous demand* At length the 
child's unwilling and faltering consent was 
gained, by a prcmiise of brfo^ng her a better 
one next voyage. GoM, indeed, must be the 
hearts of such men ! 

Of course this system is not sanctioned by 
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MEANNESS OF CUSTOM-HOUSE OFFICERS. 17 

the government; it is only submitted to by 
the captains of foreign vessels to preserve the 
<x>mplacency, and prevent the ill-will and 
annoyance of these fellows in the arrangement 
of their port duties. On the contrary, an 
instance occurred not long since, where, on a 
threat of complaint to the government, the 
ofbcevy in the most abject manner, returned 
the articles he had received, and entreated 
that the affair might not be noticed. In our 
instance, their cupidity received a material 
check, on finding that there was a British 
officer on board ; and, as they have a won- 
derful respect for military rank, from that 
moment all begging ceased. 

I trust that these unpleasant traits of Rus- 
sian character will be softened down on a < 
more intimate acquaintance. They could not, 
however, fail to excite an unfavourable im* 
pression at the very moment of enterfng the 
country; nor am I unaware of the injustice 
of drawing general inferences from the pecu- 
liar manners and customs of a sea-port. How 
incoirect would be the opinion of a foreigner 
with respect to our own country, were he to 

VOL. I. c 
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18 SKORT STAY IN CRONftTADT. 

take his estimates of its character from the 
ittipressions he might receive on his first 
landing at our sea-ports ! He would neces- 
sftrily fail to discover any of that genuine 
i|K>lidity and integrity of character peculiar to 
our country, which developes itself so gradu- 
ally as ahnost to close the door against the ad* 
mission of friendly intercourse with strangers; 
but which, once admitted, evinces more purity, 
and permanence, than attaches to any other 
people in the world. 

We were now for some time detained by 
the necessary arrangements with the custom- 
house, during which I preferred remaininjg on 
board the vessel to entering the inns of Cron- 
stadt, which, by report, are little better than 
ale-houses; and I was not permitted to pro- 
ceed to- St. Petersburg until my passport was 
regulated, and which could not be effected 
in less than twenty-four hours% On the fol- 
Jo'wing afternoon, however, I was induced to 
^o on shore, by the receipt of a pcdite invitap 

tion from the Rev. Mr. B-^ , an English 

clergyman resident at this plaoe^ wfaa had 
. heard oi me through the medium of tha press. 
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SHORT STAY IN CR^NSTADT. 19 

Our captain and his lady accompanied mft; 
and with them I visited a large shop^ Where 
we were presented with tumblers 6f tea, pre- 
pared witk lemon-juice, as a snfastitilte for 
cream, as is their custom duHng the time of a 
last^ After this, I had the pleasure of passh 
ing a most agreeable evening in the c^xaxprntf 

of Mr. B and his sisters, where I could 

hot avoid noticing a peculiarity in the tea, 
as if it had been made fi^om aromatic herbs. 
It was of a fine quality, but scented with the 
flowers of a Chinese shrub, (the oleafirmgraiM^ 
named by the Chinese qumpfa,) a small quair- 
tity of which is placed at the top of each 
chest The tea thus perfum^ is tfacai termed 
^^ flower-tea,^' and is in particular estimation 
amoiig'tlie Russittis. 

KDr. B ■■ was kiiid enough to take me tb 
a Greek cinirch during the time of servke, 
and afterwards to a new chapel of his own, at 
present in an unfinished state, and which will 
be a BKMit important aoecnnmodation to the 
numerous British seamen who enter this port. 
In the evening I returned on bpand. 

On the following morning I ag^n Went on 
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20 SHORT STAY IN CRONSTADT. 

shore, to call on our worthy consul, Mr. 
Booker, and was taken to examine his life- 
boat, which was made of wicker-work, covered 
with leather, with two skates under it, run- 
ning the whole length of the boat ; the ad- 
vantage of which structure is, to enable it to 
be used in crossing the Gulf of Finland, either 
in the water or on the ice, as circumstances 
may require. Mr. Booker, whose house is 
the very temple of hospitality, kindly invited 
me to pass the remainder of the day with 
him ; but as my passport was now ready, I 
was desirous of proceeding immediately to 
St. Petersburg. 

:' At five o'clock I took my passage in the 
:steam-boat to St. Petersburg, distant from 
Cronstadt about fifteen miles, or twenty-two 
Russian versts, for which I paid five roubles.* 
I was not, however, allowed to take my lug- 
gage, unless I would consent to pay a cus- 

* The Russian rouble corresponds with the French franc, 
being (according to the present rate of exchange) equal to 
ten-pence of English money. For a particular account of the 
moneys, weights, and measures of this country, the reader is 
referred to Ap>pendix B« 
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ARRIVAL AT ST. PETERSBURG. 21 

tom-house officer for accompanying it; and 
therefore contented myself with a suffi- 
ciency for immediate purposes, leaving the 
remainder to be forwarded to the custom- 
house at St. Petersburg with the vessel's 
cargo. 

In this short voyage I had the advantage 
of being accompanied by one of Mr. B.'s 
clerks; who, on our arrival at the imperial 
city, about eight o'clock, kindly procured a 
droshka, and conducted me to the abode of 
my old and particular friend, Mr.C— 1 — b— k, 
the gentleman whom I have so frequently 
mentioned in my late Travels through France 
and Italy. 
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CHAPTER II. 

AnaDgemei^to, &c. on arriTal at 3t. Peterabiirg--Thunder 
storm — Russian mode of address — ^The Emperor— The 
Russian Navy — Sarskoe-Selo and Pavlosky palaces — 
Visit to English club — Birth of a Princess, and l^mperor's 
names-day-r-Ceremonies — ^The ship I^itty — Mf . L. the pro- 
jector — Disappointed speculations— Approach of winter^ 
and closnre of the year. 

When I arrived at St. Petersburg, our am- 
bassador and consul, as well as the principal 
part of the English merchants, were enjoy- 
ing their summer country residences, at a 
distance of from five to fifteen miles from the 
city, chiefly in the direction of the Peterhof 
road, which may be regarded as the court 
side of the town. The kind offices df my 
friend C , and the many letters of introduc- 
tion with which I was provided, soon, however, 
enabled me to avail myself of numerous invi- 
tations, so that it was not long before I found 
myself immersed in all the gaiety of this ani- 
mated metropolis^ and its neighbourhood* 
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THUNPER STORM. 33 

One o( my first concerns was to procure a ser- 
vant, and I had the good fortune to meet with 
an inteUigent Russian youth of eighteen, well 
acquainted with the French language, and con- 
sequently qualified to act as an interpreter in 
my various transactions with his countrymen. 

For some days I was occupied with visiting 
my friends, and delivering my letters of intro- 
duction. On the second day I had the plea- 
sure of accompanying Mr. C to the coun- 
try residence of a gentleman six miles out of 
town on the Feterhof road ; while here a most 
tremendous thunder storm came on, which 
killed a horse, and melted part of a metal 
inscription over the portico of the residence 
of our ambassador in this neighbourhood. 
These convulsions of nature, I soon learnt, are 
frequent in this country during the summer 
season. 

hi the coui^ of this morning, my friend 
UkA the oppofrtuidty of enquiring the cfaris^ 
tened name of my father, in order that his 
s^fVaM Riight know hoW to address me with 
dxie feis^ect. It U p^ctdiar totliis country, 
that ao o6ef thihki^ 6f aiMi^isising his superior 
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24 RUSSIAN MODE OF AIWRESS. 

with a title correflpondent to our Mr., but 
by an addition of his own to his father's chris- 
tian name ;— for instance, my father's name 
being John, I was calJed James the son of ' 
John ; unless there be two of a name the sur- 
name is considered superfluous* A still more 
respectful manner of addressing elderly peo- 
ple is to call them *^ father" or " mother/' 
while amongst the lower orders, they address 
all of nearly their own age as " brother" or 
" sister." On the 20th, I had the gratification 
of dining at our consul-general's, in company 
with some of the members of our embassy, as 
well as other distinguished persons, among, 
whom was the celebrated general of engi- 
neers, Betancour. In a few days afterward I 
was also honoured with an invitation to the 
country residence of our ambassador, where 
I had the pleasure of meeting a large party^ 
comprising among others, some of the foreign 
ministers, Sir R. K. Porter, and other brother 
traTellers. 

On the 1st of August, while driving on the 
Peterhof road, we had the gratification of 
beiDg passed by t^e emperor in his.caleche^ 
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THE EMPfiROft. ^9 

drawn by four horses abreast, and who was 
on his way to our ambassador's to stand spon* 
sor for one of his children. His majesty was 
dressed in the uniform of his guards, green, 
with red cuffs and collar. The coachman 
was in the costume of his country, that is, be 
wore a long caftan tied round the waist by a 
red sash ; a black velvet cap fastened close 
round his head, square at the top, and orna-. 
mented with a tassel on the centre ; and on 
his hands, a large pair of military gloves 
that passed over the cuffs of the caftan. Only 
one feld-jager, in full uniform, followed the 
carriage. 

This I am told is his majesty's usual style 
of travelling in the neighbourhood of the 
city; in the city itself, however, he drives 
only a pair, and sometimes a single horse. 
He is always remarkably condescending in 
his manner, returning every salute either with 
a bow, or by touching the comer of his hat ; 
and he not unfrequently stops and enters into 
conversation with such persons as he is a^ 
quainted with. Several of my friends have 
h9»d this honour. 
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3& THE RUSSIAN NAYT. 

In nbcMt a week after this time, his imperial 
majesty reviewed his fleet, which was lying 
at Cromtadt, and which is fitted ont every 
summer for a three months' cruize in the 
Gulf of Finland, for it seldom ventures into 
the Baltic; so that this part of the Russian 
navy may fairly be termed " fresh-water 
sailors/^ as the water in this gulf is scarcely 
brackish, even at its npp^r part, near the 
Baltic;— it contains in short, so little saline 
prindple^ that I could with advsoitage use it 
with soap to wash with. Perhaps, I should 
not be carrying the accusation too far to 
term them also ^^ fair-weather sailors ;'' since, 
on an indication of foul weather^ they imme- 
diately make for pcnrt. 

Th6 constitution of the Russian navy lis 
wideljr diffiarent from that ci Ei^and, as 
their saUom are formed into r^mentsj, and 
cmsitpied for more than half the year as 
garjrisioai soldiers. These regiments, termed 
eifuipngMy rank with the gnaids; oneyhow^ 
OTW^ is more partieqlarly caNed ^ the guard 
eifrapagev'^ ai|d[ employed in dke personal; 
service of the emperor. Three of these regi- 
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THE RUSSIAN IfAV'Y. ^ 

ments form a brigade, commanded by a reair^ 
admiral; while each individual regiment is 
under the controul of a captain of the first 
rank^ which is equal to that of a colonel in 
the army, with a proportionate number of 
subordinate officers, who are all educated as 
cadets for the service, and regularly exer- 
cised in nautical tactics, having a hull of a 
ship built on shore, which is masted and 
rigged for that purpose, as well as yachts, to^ 
enable them to acquire a practical know- 
ledge of their profession, by cruizing in the 
Baltic. 

Promotion in these corps goes by seniority, 
excepting that any distinguished service, or the 
pleasure of his imperial majesty, may autho- 
rize a deviation fi?om the general rule. It may 
be questioned whether this^ system is fcivour- 
able to the character of the Russian navy. On 
flie one side, it may be urged, that the length 
of time required to reach the higher ranks, 
must aflbrd every opportunity of gaining a due 
proficiency ; while, on the other hand, the sti- 
mulus for exertion may be diminished, by the 
certainty of attaining promotion as a mer^s 
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28 SARSKOE-SELO AND PAVLOSKY PALACES. 

matter of course. We have, however, an in- 
stance, in the super*eminent abilities and dis- 
tinguished conduct of our artillery and ma- 
rine corps, that this latter principle does not 
necessarily operate to produce such a result. 

On the 11th, I accompanied some friends 
to visit the Sarskoe-Selo and Pavlosky 
palaces. We were, however, disappointed 
in seeing the interior of either of them, as 
a part of the imperial family were occupying 
them as sunmier residences. I purpose, how- 
ever, to avail myself of a future opportunity 
of describing them. We were, notwithstand- 
ing this disappointment^ much gratified with 
the beauty of the gardens, and returned 
highly delighted with our day's excursion. 

On the 16th, the emperor quitted his capital 
for Warsaw, with the intention of proceeding 
from thence to the congress of Verona. 

On the following day, I had the gratification 
of being introduced as a visitor to the English 
club, with respect to which excellent estab- 
Ughment I shall have many observations to 
make on a futare occasion. After dinner, 
several of the members retired to the bowling- 
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BIRTH OF A SRINC£SS, &C. 29 

green, where I was vain enough to attempt a 
participation in their amusement ; and, what 
is more, to fancy that the^re was not any 
material difEerence to be found between those 
who could, and those who could 7U>t see. 

Early on the morning of the 11th of Sep- 
tember, the guns of the fortress burst forth 
tidings of joy ; which, on inquiry, proved to 
be the annunciation of the lurth of a princess, 
the fourth child of the Grand Duke Nicholas. 
The day was, however, a propitious one for 
other reasons, being no less than the anni- 
versary of the emperor's names-day, and that 
of St. Alexander Nevsky, who is also the 
patron saint of Petersburg. On the latter 
account, there was a grand procession of tbe 
clergy, from the Casan Church to the monas- 
tery of St. Alexander Nevsky, where his 
mortal remains and mysterious relics are 
deposited, and which the empress and other 
parts of the imperial family, with thousands of 
pious or curious persons, accompanied^ 

I did not attend this procession ; such cere- 
monies being by no^ means congenial with 
my feelings and sentiments, as they partake 
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too muefa of the important notliiiigiies9 of 
this world to interest me« Above all, I pity 
the Hian whom circumstances compel to a 
life of monastic seclusion, or who has his 
energies and acttve benevolence cramped Irjr 
the dull and monotonous observances of forms 
and ceremonies. It is from the spirit of 
rational liberty, the study of men and 
manners, and contMbplating the unitlbeted 
siibplidty of nature, that I derive my highest 
gratifications. 

** Thou, Nature, art my goddess ; to thy laws 
My services are bound | Wherefore should I 
Stand in the plague of customs V* 

A^nd yet, without doubt, such ceremonialB 
operate piowerfuUy on the minds of men, and 
b(dcome impoitont, if not necessary, engines 
in tbeilr political management; and at the 
99in» timey setrve esw^niially to d^nonstrate 
the tone of nirtional ofaarsBBter. 

In the evening,^ the imperial yadita on the 
river tfeire illuBumEtalt* 

Skxl^iiL after this time, the varia&Uity ai the 
weather began tti iniicate that the suihmir 
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THi; SHIP KITTY. 31 

was rapidly drawing to a elose, and to an- 
nounce the approach of winter. This is a 
subject, however, which I am induced to 
reserve for an exclusive chapter. 

Oir the 17th of October, the ship Kitty, 
Captain Warren, arrived at Cronstadt, after 
the short passage of ten days from London, 
having been only thirty-five days from this 
port, during which time she had delivered 
her cargo in tihe London Docks. This is her 
fourth voyage to St. Petersburg during the 
present summer; and, if she returns safe to 
London, is more than any vessel has before 
Accomplished. She had, however, a narrow 
6^cape this tinie from being wrecked on the 
Idand of Dagho, in consequence of being 
deceived by a false lig^t, that of tiie pnopbr 
light-house having been extinguished, whe^ 
ther by accident or design, as in the aneolote 
prbvidudy related in my voyage to this coun- 
try, I had no opportunity of ascertaining. I 
have since leirntilifat she evientually reached 
London in s^ty. 

I had the pleasure^ one day in November, 
itf^meeting, at Sir William € ^'s, Mir.] 
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a gentleman who was singular enough to 
drink salt and water instead of wine, and who, 
I am informed, is a great projector, having 
presented the government here with a variety 
of plans of proposed improvements; one of 
which was, to form ^ water communication, 
in a direct line, between Lake Ladoga and 
the Gulf of FinlaiDd, which would not only 
shorten the distance one-third, but ensure a 
safer and more ready communication than 
by the Neva, the rapid current and shoals of 
which fiver prove extremely dangerous to its 
navigatioii. The government-^ however, is 
said to have declined embracing any of his 
speculations, but have accorded so far with 
his personal interests, with respect to one 
of them, as to have made him a grant of a 
tract of land in Finland, with exclusive privi- 
legies, to enable him to work a mine there, 
which he pronounces to be exceedingly rich 
in copper ore. 

Now we are on the subject of speculation, 
I will take the opportunity of noticing a 
threatened disappointment in a speculation 
of another kind, which occun*ed about this 
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time, and excited much conversation in St. 
Petersburg. A gentleman and lady, accom- 
panied by a large party of friends, presented 
themselves, one morning, at the dodr of the 
English chapel, with tl^ view of being linJked 
together in the happy chain of matrimony, 
when, to their great consternation, it was 
announced that the clei^yman was absent in 
the country, and not expected to return before 
the impoxtMM hour of twelve, after which it 
was conceived the cer^^dony could not be 
performed. Independent of the annoyii]^ 
jocularity of their friends, other serious ob- 
jectiolis to the delay started up : all the pre- 
parations ' for the day were in advance; the 
apartments prepared, and the cooks busily 
em{^yed in the necessary arrangements for 
the marriage-feast, and the subsequent ball 
in the evening. What is to be done? are 
these operations to be suspended, or are they 
to proceed?^ At three o'clock, however, the 
dei^yman returned, and kindly consent^ to 
marry them at four. The bride recovered 
from her faiotii]^ fits, the bridegnxmi's £y[>irits 
w^pe re-assur^, and the day concluded with 
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34 DISAPPOINTED SPECULATIONS. 

additional hilarity and happiness. The di- 
temtta aros^B from a neglect in not duly adver- 
tibing the dergyman of the day of marriage ; 
the fault, however, lay with the derk, who, on 
bding Applied to, informed the gentleman 

•that it was quite unnecessary to pre-engage 
the clergyman, as he always remained at 
home until after onie o'clock. 

A still more ludicrous disappointment hap- 
pened during the present suMmer, at the 
Same chapel. A wedding party had assem- 
bled;, and were waiting for the clei^ynmi, 
when the bridegroom, whispering to the bride 
that he wished to st^ out for an instant, 
quitted the church. The clergyman soon 
made his appearance, but the bridegroom was 
not to be found; and, after waiting for nearly 
two hours, the party were obliged to return to 
their homes without the ceremony being per- 
formed. It proved that the gentleman had 
gone out with the view of asking an old and 
particular friend to be fMher to his bride; 
but, being a broker, had unfoftunateiy, ia- 
is?te«Ml Of Entering at once upon th^ subjeet of 

^is visit, commenced with a point of bn^^ness. 
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whJiah so- absorbed iiim; w tp entirely put tbo 
moDe infiAediate ^np^m out ot h^ h^j 
so that he literally forgot his hri4^ wA iJ^ 
Aid proniaed hs^ness be h^ be^p ^o mfcf 
r^lieing* The q^feqtio&y was, howeyer^ii^ 
focmed ou the ^oUQwing 4ay^totb0 s)iiprM^ 
^ many of the l^di0^, who de<4w94 tli^ ^U^ 
mdi neglect, they would he^ye r^jep^d . fHf/fHn, 4 
J^iiband in tofo. 

We now arrived near tbe elo«e of t^p^ yev^ 
And this without any permfo^ncy of th«l 
rigorous fro^t which so usually ehara^teris^ 
« iUi»i»aii winter, but of whidlii ^e yfem^ ,yf^ 
de&tiaed to have a qpeeim^n, Thejriifejr did 
not dole pcprmaneatly until » few dayp befppp 
.Christmas. The days m^ atta|n(9d th^ir 
shortest length ; and thc^ 9€iias«n9 Qwif^ to l^is 
cAuse, and the uncert^nty viA vari^biMty of 
.the weather, became a most disagreeable onp; 
numerous sources .of oce^ip^tidn and fioiiuse^ 
ment were, hbwi^ver) .^ill open to.me; and 
4ribM t)i9t:«raen the ptea/»tt«s of sooicity, m^ 
jidfee {niiawt ^f infermatioo irespectjii^ j^ioq^ 
ipai«8.of tbe empiie I wiis. sp iKHmtpifv^ 
.throiigh, imd iRhi^ I (^mm^ JBPt^QRly J)y 
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personal inquiry, but also from the best authors 
on the subject, whether ancient or modern, I 
had no reason to complain that the hours 
hung, heavily or unpleasantly, on my hands. 
Occasionally I occupied myself in studying 
the geography of Russia, tracing my intended 
roQte with the finger. I beg to obserre, how- 
ever, that I was always particularly cautious 
in divulging my real plans ; on the contrary, 
I rather endeavoured to keep them concealed, 
by appearing to show a greater inteiiest with 
respect to parts that I least contemplated 
visiting. This resei-ve Appeared to be neoes* 
isiary, to avoid fruitless argument, alid prevent 
my^ being accused of wild and chimerical 
views, and which the world are too fond of 
giving me the credit of. 

I had the gratification of celebrating the 
happy festival of Christmas a VAngloU^ with 
a party of my countrymen. 

On the following evening the whole city 
was in agitation, from an extensive fijre break- 
ing out, the light from which, in consequence 
iof the clearness of the atmosphere, was sp 
vivid ^ to lUukninate every part of the towii. 
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All the inhabitants imaging it in their own 
neighbourhood; whereas it proved to be in 
the suburbs, a quarter of a mile from the 
Peterhof Gate. It originated in an immense 
wooden building, used as a cloth manufactory ; 
and, notwithstanding the prompt and energetic 
exertions of the well-regulated fire-police, was 
soon entirely consumed* Fires are here al- 
ways more formidable in winter, on account 
of the greater difficulty in procuring supplies 
of water. 

This being the holiday season, our dinner 
parties were unusually numerous ; and, as far 
as the most sumptuous cheer, and rational 
and brilliant conversation could effect it, were 
in the highest degree interesting ; so that we 
seldom separated without regret. 

^* Tis pain to depart in the luminous hour 
Of wine and of wtt, when the heart is in flower, 
Wliich shoots from the lip» under Baochus's dew,. 
In blossoms of thought, ever springing and new.** 

Nor was the softer and fascinating Converse 
with the fairer sex neglected, or undervalued^ 
by us ; for few evenings passed without en- 
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gageiments to balls or musical parties, in which 
diey shone most conspiimous. 

^* Oh, woman ! whose form and whose spul 

Are the spell and the light of each path we pursue ! 

Whether swm'd at the tropics, or chilPd at the pole, 
If woman be diere, there ift;ha{]4^iBefi& too T 
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CHAPTER III. 



Commencement of the new year — Market of frozen provi- 
sions — Russian new year — Oustinoy-Dwar— IntroduoUoB 
to Grand Duke Michael, and his polite attentions— Sir 
James Wylie— Opinion of the oculists respecting the 
Author's defect of vision-^Visit to the house of Peter the 
Great— Qeneral Yefiremoff, and a dinner a la Cotsaque — 
Anecdotes of the general — Preparation to leave St. Peters- 
burg. 

On the 1st of January, 1823, 1 had the plea- 
sure of dining with a party of Engli^ at 

Mr. L 's, in order to welcome the new 

year; which holiday is, by most foreigners, 
doubly celebrated ip this city, some keeping 
the new style, while others adhere to the old. 
On the fourth of this month, in company 

with my friend C ^ I visited the market of 

frosven provisions, where the produce of no 
less t^an two thousand sledges s^e exposed 
for.s«|e, the whole of whjch .were nearly dis- 
posejdof. 
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40 NEW-YEAR^S-PAY, &C. 

Monday, the ISth, was the Russian new* 
year'shday, on which the inhabitants make it 
a rule to call upon, or to send cards of con- 
gratulation to all their friends. 

On the 18th, the grand ceremony of bless- 
ing the waters of the Neva took place, of which 
I have given a full description in another 
place. 

On the 21st, I accompanied a friend to the 
Qustinoy-Dwar, or quarter for shops, with a 
view of making purchases. These shops are 
comprised in two square buildings of immense 
extent, the one contained within the other, the 
inn^* constituting a body of warehouses, from 
which the retail shops, situated in the outer 
quadrangle, draw their supplies. The latter 
is two stories in height, and omamentied with 
a colonnade around both of them. 

On the 2d of February, the emperor made 
bis first appearance in St. Petersburg, after 
his return from Verona, and was received 
with every indication of joy by his subjects. 

On the 14th of this month I had the honour^ 
with some other friends, of being introduced, 
by Sir James Wylie, to the Grand Duke 
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Miehael, who, in the most condeaeeiiding 
manner, was ]deased to conduet us over the 
Artillery School, which is under his especial 
fmtronage. The great order and regularity 
of this institution afforded ine the highest 
gratification. I was partioilarly interested 
by two boys from Iceland, and several young 
Cossacks, who were educating in this sdiooL 
His royal highness afterwanb was pleased to 
accompany us to the Artillery Hospital, and 
from thence to the hospital of the imperial 
guards, in both of which every attention ap- 
peared to be paid to the 'deanlineas, oomfor t 
and welfare of tbe^paiients. There was one poor 
fellow who, under the delirium of a fever, had 
fnictured hi$ ^wn skull with a hammar; ha 
was, however, in a fair way^rfreoovery. 

I feel mytelf highly indebted to Sir James 
Wylie^s kindness for various other attentions, 
and particularly for the active interest he 
took in my defect of vision. Ife. not only 
personaHy examined my eyes, but introduced 
me to some of the most eminent oculists of 
St. Petersburg. Unfortunately, however, the 
result only afforded a confirmation <rf the 
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many previous opinions that I had been 
fipfonred with on this subject; all agreeing 
that, until some change took place in the sta^ 
of the organ, an operation was not likely to 
prove befieficiaL 

On. Tuesday, the 18th, I paid a visit to the 
first house that was inhabited in this city by 
its founder, Peter the Great; a gratification 
of tay curiosity which I had frequently before 
baen aanous to indulge, but could not indu^ 
any €^ iny frieinds to fix a tin^e for accomr 
paiiying me. I have often been impressed 
by Xhe i^disposttioii, cr, perhaps, m^re {vo- 
perly speaking, habit of procrastination, which 
many acquire with res^pect to points that 
admit of being efiected at any ti«ie; wA 
have been compelled to goad Uien, affit w«pf^ 
to gratify themarivjes with what ikeiy h|ive 
kmg pMposed to aeoomptish, but had nevqr 
undwtftken, because they considered it at al) 
tittaes witUn their reach. For my .owti par% 
hmmveaty I never wish to:loae si^ of the o^ 

This ioteirestling hut^ still iugood pses^ya- 
tion, is famk of lavcfa wocd, to wihieh its greivt 
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dui'ability is Mtribated: it is/howeTer, pro* 
tMt^ by a temporarf building. It comprise 
only three smaU rooms, one of "whidti wm^Hm 
monareh's bed-chaniber. In the o&m» of tlie 
latter was a priest's cloak^ hangtng -on a pegj 
an imag^, and a censer, intended for the us^ 
of a dergyman who performs some if^eUgioas 
eeremony here at stated periods ; such is the 
veneration in which this almost sacred buikU 
ing is held by the Russians^ who regard ^t as 
the genn from which their magnificent city 
or^inated. ■ 

^ Thei« IS also a boat preserved under th« 
same tenq)orary roof/ltrhicb was ttaiit hy this 
extraordinary man: it is a Icind of Duteb 
yawl, clinker built, with the head and stem 
alfte, and is now in a very decayed state. 

Thur^ay^ the 2rth, was a fkty of high gra-' 
tMcatioii^o me, as i had the honour <!^dining 
a *t Cossaqub, with the cetebrated General 
Yefremofi; at the village appropriated for the 
quarters of the Cossack troops statkined at 
St. Petersburg, and which is situated a:bout a 
mile beyond the Nevsky Monastery. Our 
party was received by the general in the most 
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warm and friendly manner. I was, I believe, 
the only stranger present ; but his petite at^ 
tentions s€K>n banished all reserve* Be had 
even the condescension to bring me his helmet, 
and a variety of other articles, which he 
thought might interest me to examine. He 
also ordered in some of his soldiers, that 
I might examine their uniform and accoutre- 
ments. How gratifying to receive such atten- 
tions from sudi a man ! and how unjust, to 
designate,, as barbarous, a nation, one of whose 
members, risen from the ranlc of a conmion 
soldier, can shew so much sentiment and sen- 
sibility to an apparendy imfc^unate individual 
like myself 1 

Previous to dinner being announced, we 
were tempted to whet our appetites with 
cavim^,- dried fish frcmi the Don, cheese, &c. 
with braody and various other liquors, in- 
duding a peculiar spirit, made in the country 
of the Don Cossacl(, in which the buds of the 
birch-tree had been infused, that made it so 
bitter as to be quite nauseous. 
' At length dinner was served up*— |f in order, 
in a very reverse one to what I had been 
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accustomed. The first dish was corned beef, 
followed by sturgeon, which, in its turn, was 
succeeded by soup ; after this we had a variety 
of made-<lishes and of game, while roasted 
meats brought up the rear. 

We had a great variety of wines, comprising 
Madeira and French wines; but these were 
neglected for the more agreeable ones from 
the general's own estates, in the Don Country. 
Most of these were very sweet and eflfervescent, 
like champaigne and cyder, agreeable to 
the taste, but, at the same, tinre, highly 
treacherous, and sure to give a severe head- 
ache next day if indulged in, particularly 
when drank, as is usually done here, out of 
tumblers. 

As soon as dinner was concluded, we re- 
tired into an adjoining room,, to take coffee ; 
about an hour after which a most sumptuous 
dessert was introduced. The glass now again 
circulated with freedom ; and, as there was no 
escaping the vigilance of a Cossack genera}, 
I am afraid few of our party could hope to 
escape the penalty of the succeeding morning. 
Our good host was the life of his company: 
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rtor do I reopUeet wh6n I ev^r sp^it a more 
aniimted arid happy day. 
, Wbile taking our wine^ some Cossack efailr 
dren occasionally ran into the ro<»i, one of 
whom, a little girl of about three years of age, 
i took into ufty arms, and presented with wine, 
which die appeared to take with much relish ; 
in short, she was so contented with her situa- 
tion, as to be tmwilliBg to leave me. 

The novelty of our enteitainment was, 
'however yet to. txone. A dozen straffing Cos* 
fadps^now entered the room, and began %9 
-entertain tis with fi variety of their naliimai 
sd»gs,the whole singing together, bujt eAch 
taking separate parts. After, this had pro- 
ceeded for a time, all on a sudden, they caught 
-up one of our party, laid him out ob their 
:arms, and began tossing him into thci air, 
^«hus making him dance to the tune of their 
song; this was repeated in succession with 
eaeh individual, and considered ia great eom- 
plimenl, which was returned by a pnesentioif mo- 
ney.^ It was practised upon thegeneral himaelf 
.a(s weU as *his visitors. A ^singie individual of 
:our party alone escaped this d^noe in the air : 
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A9r£C]>OT£S W? THE GENERAL. 47 

he was one of the imperial ehamberlainsi and 
so bulky, that the Don amateurs were actually 
shy of amusing themselves with his person. 

I shall conclude the above account^ with a 
few historical Anecdotes of oqr noble hopit 

At the period of the battle of Leipsic he bad 
attained only the ra^ of colone]^ ai|d had thieyn 
the honour Of saving his emperor from MkiBig 
into the hands of the enemy. He was ad- 
vancing at the bead of thiee liuiid]^ 0oasacks, 
when be met his iihpbrial majesty, doBely 
pressed by a body of French eav(^^ He was 
oi^dered by the emperor to eharge the Fmnc^ 
with the view of allowing hfm titne foi? ^SQiqpe ; 
this, notwithstanding, the greM dis()»arity of 
foi*ce, was efFe<^ted in tli!elno$t gallant manner ; 
the clouds oi dust which their advance ocda- 
stoned prev'ented the enemy from ascertaining 
their hnmibers, while the horrid yell which 
always accdmpa^s the <^ha*i!ge ofthese troops, 
struck sud^terjforihto. the h^aitsrdftheilr ad- 
versaries, that Ihftysjli^ily retreated^ F^r 
ftkdsiihportant servid», i^lotHl W^tt^mti^ re- 
•jseifi^!frbm;^1kheem|»eror^s hapd, on 1|» fi^ld 
of batlie, the brder of St. Oednge, of which he 
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is more proud than of all the other laurels 
won by him during the war. The rank of 
general soon followed, and he now stands next 
to the hetman. 

During the retreat of the French army, his 
gallant conduct attracted so forcibly the atten- 
tion of Murat, who ccmimanded the French 
cavalry, that he sent himavaluaUe watch, 
accompanied by a flag of truce, with the re- 
quest that it might be presented to the gallant 
officer who commanded the cossack troops^ as 
a marie c^ bis esteem, for the activi^ and bra* 
very he had so oft^A witnessed. What an ho- 
nourable testimonial to receive from an enemy ! 

Sunday, March 9th. The weather is now 
become so much milder that the snow is fest 
disappearing in the streets, and I consequently 
become anxious to expedite my departure for 
Moscow, under the apprehension that I might 
otherwise lose the advantage of the snow- 
roails, which is considered, beyond com- 
parison, the most pleasant and expeditious 
mode of travelling in this country* I deter- 
mined, therefore, to limit my remaining resi- 
dence in this city to three or four days more 
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at farthest ; on enquiry, however, I had thd 
mortification of learning, that the Moscow 
diligence, in which I proposed to take my 
place, was already on its wheels, in conse- 
quence of a deficiency of snow for more 
than a hundred versts from St Petersburg; 
but that after proceeding thus far, we shoidd 
again meet widi snow which would carry us 
more than four hundred miles in a S. E. direc- 
tion. This proves, what, however, I believe, 
all philosophers have admitted, that the inte- 
rior of a country is colder in winter, in pro- 
portion to its latitude, than those parts whidh 
are nearer its coasts ; and it appears alsoj that 
it is in the same ratio warmer in summer : for 
instance, the degrees of cold in winter, as well 
as of heat in sunmier, are much greater at 
Moscow than at St Petersburg, notwithstand- 
ing its latitude is nearly five degrees more 
southerly. The reason of this is, that the 
surface of the earth, which is solid and opaque, 
attains the temperature of the atmosphere, 
sooner than the surfiaoe of the sea, which is 
constantly changing its particles, until its 
whole depth is brought to a similar tempera- 

VOL. I. B 
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ture; consequently it is longer in cooling 
ohiring winter, and wanning during summer* 
I recollect having frequently experienced an 
illustration of this principle, when sailing south- 
ward, in winter time, from North America. 
We always knew when we were within the 
influence of a current ^or gulf-stream, as sai- 
lors term it, from its coming from the Gulf of 
florida, whence it runs northrward along the 
ix>ast of America,) by the increase of atmos- 
pheric temperature arising from the warmer 
exhalations of this current, the water of which 
always proves, on examination, to be c(Hnpara<^ 
tively wann. 
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Situation of St. Petersburg — Difficulties to be contended 
against by its founder— Brief description of the city«— Tbe 
author's explanatory observations respecting himself— 
Tlie Peterhof road — Oranienbaum — Peterhof — Chateau of 
Strelna— Gatchina — ^The Pavlosky palace — Sarskoe-Selo 
— Kamenoi Ostrof— New chateau on the Yellagin Island 
— ^The fortress — ^The Isaac Church — ^The Cazan Church— 
The Nevsky Monastery — ^The Catholic Church. 

Before taking leave of St Petersburg, it 
will naturally be expected that I should make 
some remarks concerning this city and its 
neighbourhood. My notices of these points, 
however, must necessarily be very incomplete, 
and, possibly, in some instances, from the pe- 
culiarity of my situation, inaccurate; I pro- 
fess, therefore, to confine myself to such fitcts, 
as either became more expressly the subjects 
of my own enquiries, or accidentally fell in 
my way. 
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To preserve consistency in my remarks, I 
shall comprise them under a variety of heads: 
and, in the first place, shall attempt to convey 
the result of my observations, respecting the 
situation, localities, and neighbourhood of this 
interesting capital. 

The situation of St. Petersburg, so named 
by its immortal founder, Peter the Great, is, in 
consequence of its neighbourhood to the Baltic 
sea, and its communications with the interior 
by water, by no means ill adapted to be the capi- 
tal of this immense empire, whether we look to 
the facility afforded to intercourse with its own 
distant provinces, or with those nations of 
Europe, with whom it may maintain political, 
or commercial relations. 

In bringing this city, however, to its present 
grandeur, many disadvantages, both of situa- 
tion and climate, were to be contended against. 
The Icmd which it occupies was, originally, 
little better than a morass, and, perhaps, af- 
fords, at this time, one of the most glorious 
instances of the rapid triumph of art over 
nature; since the industry of man has, in little 
more than a century, clothed its naked marshes' 



Digitized 



by Google 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY. 53 

with superb palaces, embellished by scenery 
of the most interesting description. In short, 
St. Petersburg, previously an insignificant 
village, and comprising only a few fishermen's 
huts, is now become one of the most extensive, 
populous, and magnificent cities in the world. 

It is situated, more immediately, on the banks 
and islands of the Neva, a considerable river, 
which receiving its waters from the Ladoga 
Lake, after a course, of forty miles, pours its 
rapid and chrystalline stream into the Gulf of 
Finland. 

This city stands upon a considerable extent 
of ground, which, however, is not yet wholly 
occupied by building, but comprises many ex- 
tensive gardens. According to the latest ac- 
counts, its population consists of more than 
two hundred and fifty thousand souls, com- 
prising natives from almost every civilized 
part of the world. Its streets are broad, and 
well-built; its few squares elegant and spa- 
cious; its architecture rich and varied; 
and its churches, palaces, and public build- 
ings, numerous and magnificent. It is im- 
possible to describe the gratification which, 
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notwithstanding my loss of vision, I derived 
from my frequent contemplations of the vari- 
ous objects of interest it contains. 

The reader will, probably, wonder how I 
coidd derive, in this way, any actual gratifik^- 
tion, or coirect ideas of the objects themselves. 
As this is an universal objection, applicable to 
my whole scheme of travel, I shall avail my- 
self of the present opportunity of explaining 
and defending myself. 

The various organs of sense are the mere 
instruments by which the impressions of ex- 
ternal objects are conveyed to the mind, which 
then reasons upon, and draws its inferences 
respecting, the nature of these objects. The 
conclusions thus arrived at, are, consequently, 
mere ideM, and yet they comprize all we can 
really know, respecting the appearances, 
forms, and qualities of whatever is external to 
us ; and in this sense our whole knowledge of 
the external world is but ideal. 

Now, so as ideas are excited in the mind 
respecting the existence of external things, 
it matters not through what senses the imr 
pressions from which they are deriveil are 
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cumstances. But it will be iirgeaTtDa^Iie 
knowledge thi|s attained, caanot be depended 
upon a» strietly correct. This I admit ; but 
it matters not as to the oltiiMrte effe^ty as re- 
gards the feelings of the individual; — ^be 
(operations of his mind may be calted forth 
with equal fbree, and, aided by the power o£ 
imagination, and the rec^leetiaiis of prereids*- 
tant analogies, or other information ac<)uirexl 
prevrpus to his loss of the wgan in qjiiestion, ito 
concluaiops may, notwithstan^ng many iiiae* 
curacies, be equally decided, and, perhapsi,^ 
^ually agreeable, as under ordinary cireutn- 
stanQe& Hence the opinions I am led to form^ 
of the countries through which I trairel^ affi)ni 
me v^^bbifi delight There is, however^ 
prpbftbly^ aoother advantage,— thaitth^atlsii^ 
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tion being chiefly directed to the more grand 
and interesting features, the meaner ones are 
in a f roportionfite degree excluded. 

The reader wiD, probably, now comprehend 
the manner in which I arrive at what, per- 
faaps, may be termed an ickal knowledge of 
the places I visit. Accompanied by an intel- 
ligent friend, or some other guide, I examine 
every place of interest, — ^touch what I can, 
and hear of all ; and then combining the in- 
formation thus gained with previously ac- 
quired knowledge of the subject, and some 
portion of ims^gination, a picture is produced, 
comprising, in my mind, a strong impression 
of reaJity, and answering the purpose to m«, 
almost as well as if I had actually seen it. 
How far my descriptions of such pictures cor- 
respond with the actual lineaments of the 
objects themselves, I must leave to others to 
determine* 

I shall now attempt a brief, l)ut, I fear, very 
imperfect, account of the more remarkable 
palaces, or other magnificent public buildings 
with which this metropolis, and its environs, 
abounds The approach from Germany is by 
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one of the most magnificent roads that can be 
imagined, and which, from its leading to the 
imperial palace of Peterhof, is termed the 
Peterhof Road. It consists, for a distance of 
twenty versts, of one continued line of elegant 
villas, which are the summer residences of the 
nobles, and more wealthy merchants. To the 
westward of this road, in the direction of 
Gronstadt, is situated the palace of Oranien- 
baum, formerly the favourite residence of 
Peter the Third, whence he was forcibly con- 
ducted to Roptsha, previous to his imprison- 
ment and death. This palace, which com- 
mands delightful views of the Gulf ofFinland, 
Gronstadt, and the Finnish coast, is still kept 
up, al&ough the imperial family never reside 
at it ; occasional visits are, however, made to 
its gardens, when the court is at Peterhof. A 
colony of Germans has been established, by 
government, in its immediate vicinity, who 
derive much emolument, in the summer season, 
from letting their houses to the citizens of 
St Petersburg. 

At the extremity of the Peterhof Road, and 
at the distance of thirty versts from St. Peters- 
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« 

burgy is the Palace of Peterhof, situated on 
the brow of a hill, sufficiently , elevated to 
adooit a view of the Gulf of Finland and port 
of Cronstadt^ over the tops of the trees which 
surround it It was built by Peter the Great, 
in the year 1711, from a plan of the celebrated 
Leblonde. Circumstances did not admit of 
my visiting the interior of this palace. The 
gardens are elegantly laid out, with innu- 
merable fountains, or jeu d^eaUy and which, 
being illuminated by thousands of variegated 
lamps, during fSces^ which are occasionally 
given here, produce one of the most magni- 
ficent spectacles that can be conceived. The 
multitudes of people who throng to enjoy 
these spectacles are incredible; the city be- 
comes a comparative solitude: every horse, 
carriage, aiul boat, is put into requisition ; — 
nay, such is the crowd on the Peterhof Road> 
that the dust from the carriages is sajid to re-- 
semble the smoke of a furnace ! 

In this neighbourhood, the stranger will ber 
much interested by the elegant Chateaa of 
Sla-elna, the occasional residence of the Grand 
Duke Constantine, and where he, some ye«iFa 
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since, entertained the English residents in the 
most sumptuous manner. Adjoining, is the 
celebrated monastery of the same name, and 
which has a fine appearance as you sail along 
the coast. 

Gatchina, where the emi^pess mother resides 
during a part of the year, is another of the 
more distant palaces which deserves the atten-^ 
tion of the traveller. It was once inhabited 
by the En^peror Paul. 

About thirty versts from the city, ia the 
Pavlosky, a 'truly charming plape; perhaps 
as much indebted to nature, as to art, for its 
various beauties. This was the late emperor's 
favourite summer residence, and is, in am- 
sequence, equally prized by his widow, who 
mc^es it her chief abode. This lady, who is 
of a cheerful dispQsition,here assembleft around 
her all the beauty and fashion of the country. 

The grounds of the Pavlosky ase very ^* 
t^isive, beautifully laid out and wooded, and 
with numerous walks, tastefully disposed. The 
floww-beds^ however, af^ar to be singularly 
arrai^ed, each species having a parUrre i£y 
itself^ for instance, there was a lqtrg« heid of 
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carnations, another of tulips, a third of mig- 
nionette, and so forth, in succession, through-* 
out its whole Flora. ' 

Somewhat nearer to the city is the superb 
Palace of Sarskoe-Selo, (or, in English, the 
imperial village,) where Catharine the Second 
principally resided, and acted many of those 
scenes which have procured her, from the 
world, the most adverse epithets. This palace, 
however, is chiefly indebted to the reigning 
emperor for its present magnificence, and who 
has left nothing undone which could con-^ 
tribute to its beauty and splendour. 

I had the pleasure of spending a most de- 
lightful day with a lady who resides at this 
palace, and who, in the most obliging manner, 
conducted me through its various apartments. 
To attempt a minute description of all that is 
capable of interesting the reader, would re- 
quire a tedious detail ; I shall, therefore^ only 
advert to the more remarkable points of 
attraction. 

In the fli^t place, we were shewn the apart- 
ments which had replaced that portion of the 
palace that was burnt down last year, and 
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which has now been restored, in every re- 
spect, to its original state, even silks of 
similar patterns having been expressly sent 
for from China. The fire in question hrdke 
out in the chapel, and was chiefly arrested 1>y 
the judicious conduct of the emperor, who 
attended in person, and ordered an inter- 
mediate part of the building to be pulled 
down, to stop the progress of the flames. 

The most beautiful apartments in this 
palace are, the amber room, the pearl room, 
and the Chinese room. The walls of the 
first are covered with amber, with festooned 
pannels, in the centres of some of which are 
various ornaments, in pietra dura. The 
amber which decorates this room, was pre-? 
sented to the Empress Elizabeth by Fre- 
derick 11. of Prussia. 

The pearl room is so called from its floor 
and walls being richly inlayed with ihother- 
of-pearl : the doors, which are of the rarest 
woods, are also su^rbly ornamented with 
the same material. In this room are four 
valuable tables of lapis lazuli. 

The Chinese, or japuined room, was Catha- 
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line's audience-cliamber, whete she received 
ber own and the foreign ministers. It is 
adorned with numerous pagodas and Chinese 
figures, and has an unique appearance. The 
ceifings oC the whole of these rooms are 
beautifiiUy painted. 

The ball-room is of immense size ; nearly 
two hundred feet in length, and eighty in 
breadth, with thirteen windows on each side 
of it. 

After being entertained at the palace with 
a most sumptuous dinner, we were taken 
in an equipage, drawn by four horses, 
termed a linea,* through the park to the vil- 
lage of Bablova, where the^ emperor has a 
set' of baths. One of these, which has not yet 
been fitted for use, consists of an enormous 
circular basin, cut out of a single block of 
granite, about eighteen feet in diameter, and 
seven in depth. 

The pleasure-grounds of Sarskoe-Selo are 

'*' This linea may be compared to two long sofas placed 
back to back, sufficiently capacious to accommodate eight 
persons on each side, with a regular coach-box in front, and 
a place for the footman behind. 
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delightful in the etiteme^ aithoi^h entirely 
artificial. 

Among other obje<^ deserving of notice 
here, is a superb building, which serves the 
purpose of a fitrm-yard^ being occupied by 
various Inreeds of cattle, which the ^nperor 
has caused to be imported from difierent parts 
of the world : among the^ are English cattle, 
from Teeswater. The luxurious accommo- 
dation of these animals, forcibly reminded md 
of Caligula's marble staUes and ^Ided oats. 
The celebrated lamas, brought from Lima, 
succeed here, and aa*e very pieturesqutf ob- 
jects in the grounds. Attached to the &rm is 
a cottage, elegantly plain in its exteri<Hr; but 
ipternally handsomely fitted up, fot the occa- 
sional reception of their majesties ; the Wfdls 
are decorated with eight small paintings, in 
cJd-fashion^4 frames, one of which is said to 
have cost a hundred and seventy-five thou- 
sand roubles I ! 

Pq our return to the palace in the evening, 
a fine militttry hand was playing to the inha- 
bitants in front of it. The concluding piece 
was the Evening Hymn, atid so exquisitely 
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fine, as almost to ravish the soul from its 
earthly tenement. 

At the distance of about three miles from 
St. Petersburg, is a small, interesting island 
of the Neva, named Kamenoi-Ostrof, which 
has a palace, that is occasicmally visited by 
the emperor and empress. 

His imperial majesty has, however, lately 
built one of the most magnificent chateaus in 
the world, for the residence of his mother, on 
another of the cluster of these islands of the 
Neva, named Yellagin Island. 

The above islands, in the immediate vicinity 
of St. Petersbui^, to which they are connected, 
by handsome bridges, may be regarded al- 
most as fairy scenes, and are flocked to by all 
ranks, as favourite places of summer resort. 
The empress mother frequently takes excur^ 
sions about them in elegant gilded barges; 
when the characteristic costume of her party, 
and the melody of accompanying music, ac» 
cordant with the measured cadence of the 
oars, combine to produce almost the effect of 
enchantment. 

It was lEbrmerly a custom in Russia, and 
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indeed is still observed as such in some parts 
of the empire, to malce excursions on the 
water, in boats elegantly fitted up for the 
occasion, accompanied by bands of vocal and 
instrumental music; the performers were 
chiefly slaves, well skilled in that delightful 
science. What, however, surpassed every 
other kind, is a horn music, peculiar to this 
country, the mellow tones of which are exqui- 
sitely and indescribably harmonious. 

'* In cadence sweet, now dying all away. 
Now swelling loud again, and louder sUH, 
Clear and sonoroos." 

. Having given an account of most of the 
imperial palaces situated in the vicinity of 
St. Petersburg, I will not weary my reader 
with descriptions of the various noble resi- 
dences comprised, more immediately within 
the city itself, although many of them are 
well worthy of attention ; but shall conclude 
the present chapter with a brief notice of the 
citadel, or fortress, and a few of the principal 
churches. 

The fortress is situated on what is named 
Petersburg Islatid, and contains a church 

VOL. I. p 
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within it, in which are deposited the remains 
of some of the czars of Russia, and various 
banners, keys of towns, and other trophies, 
ehiefly taken from the Turks. There is one 
jpinglish flag^ which we must charitably sup- 
pose to have been captured in battle, although 
I am credibly informed it belonged to a 
cutter that was cast on shore during the war. 
You are shewn here, as a curiosity, a boat, 
said to have been built by the hands of Peter 
the Great. 

The mint, where the national money is 
coined, is also comprised within the walls of 
the fortress; also a manufactory of vefdi- 
gris. 

St Petersburg is by no means deficient 
in chiurches. The Empress Cathariiie erected 
great numbers, the principal of which was 
the one dedicated to St. Isaac, but also known 
as the Marble Church. What is singular, 
this church (with tfee exception of the Grand 
Duke Constantine's pali^oe) was very lately 
the only stone building in the whole city. 
It Is «Qw, hoi^ev^ir, tdken down, tba eonperor 
bavifig selected its s|te foip a splei¥li4 new 
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ebulrcb, to be built i^nm the plan b{ n French 
arbhkect UnfortuAaDely, however, after an 
immenfe expence iikcufredy the fowidfttiOM 
have been found inadequate to suppoi*| the 
WkB»$ of the new intended superstructuve; so 
that the dew building ki at a stand, ntktil 
either sotee plan is devised for alrevi^hemng 
the foundation, or a new spot selected, fin 
whatever way this point may be decided, pite 
thing is certain — that a church must be re* 
erected on the site of the Isaac, since it is 
a superstitious custom amongst these people, 
that where a chtirch has once been, a 
church must continiie to be;r-nay, if one is 
taken down^ with a view of rebuiiding it, 
some portion of this oid edifice must remain; 
and this is the reason why the foundations of 
the Isaac Cfauroh have not been entirely 
raaed. 

A law exists in Russia, which must mate* 
rially obstruct the building of churches by 
4:he noble or wealthy, which is, that they are 
ever after obliged to maintain ah officiating 
clergyman. 

The Cazan Church was commenced in the 
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year 1801, by the Emperor Paul, and finished 
by the present monarch, in 1811. With the 
exception of its fine granite pillars, it contains 
nothing remarkable. 

In the chapel of the Nevsky Monastery is 
a rich shrine of St Alexander, made of silver, 
and surmounted by a canopy of the same. 
Various rdics of the saint, presented by the 
Emperor Alexander, are shown on a silver 
stand, covered by glass. In the burying- 
ground lies the famous Suvaroff, and many 
of the principal nobility of Russia. 

In the Catholic Church, the stranger will 
probably be interested by the simple tablet 
erected to the memory of General Moreau. 
This tablet, which is encircled by « small 
iron railing, that extends scarcely six inches 
from the wall, bears the following inscription : 
" General Moreau, bom at Morlaix, August, 
1763; died September 13, 1813.'' 
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The literary character of Russia— -Imperial Library— -The 
Museum — The Mint— The Author's feelings and power 
of discrimination — ^The College of Mines — Paper Mamir 
factory — Lapicides— Glass Manufactory — Foundling Hos* 
pital — Asylum for the Blind — Deaf and Dumb Asylum. 

The literary character of Russia is at present 
in its infancy; it is, however, under the patro^ 
nage of his imperial majesty, in a state of 
progressive growth, which will, probably, 
lead to a respectable maturity ; although it is 
not likely, for the present, to rival the vigoiur 
and strength of the other leading European 
nations, or of the United States of America^ 

There cannot be a stronger evidence of the 
present extent of Russian literature, and at the 
same time of the attention paid to promote 
it, than what the Imperial Library affords. 
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This noble institution, situated in the 
Nevsky Perspective, adjoining the French 
Theatre and the Anitshkin Palace, the resi- 
dence of the Grand Duke Nicholas, is a hand- 
some quadrangular building, three stories in 
height, and containing no less than three hun- 
dred thousand volumes, of which only seven 
thousand are in the Russian language, being 
tlie whole produce of its literature, and those 
prtncipally on eceleigiastical e&ubjects; the 
number of English works is about the same, 
the great bulk of the collection being French, 
Latin, and Germain. 

The manuscripts, however, form the more 
interesting part of the collection ; a number 
of which are extremely valuable ; some of 
these I had the pleasure of examining, — 
and amongst them a quantity brought from 
France, during the late revolution, by M. Du- 
browsky^ who was attached to the Rus$iaQ 
embassy at Paris, comprising many original 
letters from crowned heads, their ministers, 
and chief nobility ; amongst the rei^t, is a re- 
markably curious, highly*illuminated missal^ 
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bound in purple velvet, which belonged to 
Mary Queen of Scots, and contains original 
verses, and other remarks, as well as her sig- 
nature, in her own hand-wrking.* 

Among other curiosities, preserved in the 
same room with the manuscripts, is a copy of 
the standard of Posharsky, in red silk ; also, 
a portrait of the Virgin Mary, the lines of 
which consist of minute writing ; and a slate, 
on which the last lines of the poet Der- 
shavin are preserved, as written by his own 
hand. 

There is also a considerable collection of 
Chinese books and charts; and I had the 
pleasure of being introduced to Dr. Hender- 
son, a missionary, who was a daily visitor to 
the library, for the purpose of studying the 
Ethiopian language. 

This library is thrown open to the public 
every Tuesday ; but, by especial permission, 
may be seen on any other day, excepting 
Sundays and holidays. 



* For extracts from these interesting documents^ see Appen- 
dix C. 
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The Kooskamara, or Museuniy coatains an 
immense number of interesting specimens of 
the works of nature or of art, many of them 
truly objects of great curiosity. It is impos* 
sible to enumerate all that is capable of ex- 
citing, in the highest degree, the attention of 
a visitor; but the following will, perhaps, 
more particularly be deemed deserving of 
his regard: — 

In the first room, on the ground floor— a 
mass of native iron, which is said to have 
fallen from the clouds, weighing one thousand 
three hundred and sixty-eight pounds, and 
brought from Siberia by Professor Pallas; 
also, a variety of specimens of porphyry, pe- 
trifactions, &c. 

In the second room— an immense number 
of mineralogical specimens ; with models of 
the furnaces made use of in the mines of 
Siberia. 

In the third room — a large collection of 
different shells and fossils; and an orrery^ 
twelve feet in circumference. 

The fourth room comprises — anatomical 
preparations, and a number of insects and 
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reptiles preserved in spirits, the more curious 
of whidi are, a child with two heads, encircled 
by a serpent ; the dressed skin of Peter the 
Great's giant, seven feet three indies and a 
half in height, stuffed with hair ; also that of 
his dwarf, prepared in the same manner, the 
hands and feet of which terminate in two foriced 
points, ii^tead of common fingers and toes ; the 
skeletons of both these preparations are also 
preserved here. In this room a boa-constrictor 
serpent, twenty feet in length, is to be seen. 

In the first room after ascending the staii^— 
is a stuffed elephant, and the skeleton of one of 
those stupendous animals, the mammoth, a 
name first given, by some Russian peasants, to 
the remains of an inco^itum dug up in Sibe- 
ria. The present animal was discovered, by a 
Tungoose chief, in 1799, with his flesh upon 
him, embedded in a mass of ice, through which 
a small part of the animal only was visible, and 
which then continued gradually to develope iU 
self, until, at length, the Tungoose was enabled 
to cut off all his flesh and tusks, with the for-^ 
m^ of which he fed his dogs. It was not until 
seven yesors after its first discovery,, that 
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Mn Adams saw it, and caused it to be conveyed 
to St. Petersburg. Some have brought jfbrward 
the perfect state of this animal as an argument 
of the present, or late, existence of the genus, 
but we have no other authority for giving cre- 
dit to the supposition ; and the probability is, 
that the high state of preservation in which it 
was found, is attributable to its inclusion* in 
frozsen matter, and that its had lain in that 
state for many ages. 

The following extract from Jepherson's Vir- 
ginia, relative to this animal, may not be un- 
interesting to the reader : — 

" 1st. The skeleton of the mammoth be- 
speaks an animal of from five to six times the 
cube volume of the elephant, as M. de Buffon 
has admitted. 

"2nd. The grinders are five times as 
large, are square, and the grinding surface 
studded with four or five rows of Uunt points ; 
whereas those of the elej^nt are board and 
thin, and their grinding surface flat. 

^ ad. I Imve never heard an instance, and 
^suppose there has been none, of the grinders 
of an elephant being found in America. 
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^^ 4tfa. From the known temperature and 
constitutioQ of the elephant, he could not have 
existed in tlM>se regions where the renmins of 
the mammoA have been found. The elej^nt 
» a native ei the torrid zone iand its vicinities ; 
if, with Ihe assistance of warm apartments and 
warm clothing, he has been preserved in liife, 
in the temperate climates of Europe, it has 
only been for a small portion of what would 
have been his natural pariod, dnd no fnstancid 
ef his multiplication in them has ever been 
known. But no bones of the mammoth have 
ever been found further south than the salines 
of the north Hobton, a branch of the Genissee, 
in about thirty-six degrees and a half ncnrth lati« 
tude, while they have been found as &r north 
as the Azotic dirde.'^ 

These ohsiervations condushrely prove the 
total distinction between this animal and the 
elephant. 

A variety of other aniaials are to be se«a ia 
the same room with the BAammoth, and about 
four hundred sfiecunons ctf birds. 

In a gallery that leada firom this raiMi,. are 
c6stumes of all the eastern nations subject to 
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Russia ; among which are two wax figures, as 
large as life, rejn^senting KamStchadale sor- 
ceresses, habited in the dress in which they 
practise their art. Around them hangs a string 
of rings, intermixed with pieces of iron ; the 
left hand holds a musical instrument, resem- 
bling a rude tambourine ; and the right a Ibt 
piece of wood, intended to beat it with. This 
room contains, also, a very neat Kamstchadale 
dog-sledge, and its model in ivory. 

The second room above stairs contains — 
Peter the Great's turning lathe and working 
tools, and a chest^f-drawers made by himself, 
as well as various models of barges 9,nd ships ; 
there is, also, the fieivourite horse he rode at 
the battle of Narva, and his dog, both stuffed. 
The room itself is ornamented with representa- 
tions of his battles, in basso-relievo. 

The third room contains — an exquisitely 
beautiful tarving, in ivory, of Abraham on the 
point of sacrificing his son Isaac. 

In the fourth is — a beautiful chandelier, 
made, in ivory, by Peter the Great ; and seve- 
ral specimens of his works in brass. 

The next room has — ^a figuiie of Peter him- 
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self, the hands and tace in wax, habited in the 
identical suit he more ordinarily wore; the 
whole said to be a most perfect representation^ 

In the sixth room, the medals, many of 
which are very valuable, are deposited j they 
were, however, not exhibited. 

In a room below stairs, there is a curious 
musical desk, containing many secret drawers, 
the work of an artist at Vienna, and which 
cost the Empress Catharine forty thousand 
roubles. 

The Academy of Arts is well deserving a,U 
t^ntion, although as yet in too in&nt a state to 
enter into competition with the more oele^ 
brated schools of Europe. It contains, at pre-^ 
sent, about a hundred and seventy pupils, who 
are instructed in the arts of drawing, painting, 
sculpture, and engraving. The productions 
of the academicians are exhibited twice ev^-y 
year; they possess, however, so smali a share 
of merit, that the only advantage which is 
hence derived, consists in the emulation which 
may be excited, and the gratification ci their 
friends. 

On enterinj^ the hall, the first room on the 
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right is the saloon, where the preadent and 
professors meet. It is ornamented with a 
full length portrait of the emperor, copied by 
one of the academicians from a French painter : 
there is also a picture of Peter the Grent at the 
siege of Narva. 

The two romns on the left are oceupied 
with statuary, and a series of casts from the 
Elgin and other marbles. 

In a small reecsss, between the two liext 
rooms, is a splendid statue of Napoleon, by 
Ganova, of a cc^ssal order, and which is the 
bym oi the acadany. It was originally in^ 
tended for the city 6i Hamburg, from whenee 
it was sent to St Petersburg, at the time the 
Russians were in possession of that piace^ in 
1614, after which it lay foe two years in the 
warehouse of a Russmn mira^ehant^ poeridus to 
being recetred into the academy* 

The pedestal (A this statue wa» so high, 
that I could cmly reach the kneesof the figive; 
but this wfid suffieii»t ta satisfy me of its 
eoquisite diwaetir« The knee-^pon, the heads 
of the bones of the leg, the muscles that feritt 
tjie calfy the ancles^ the contraetiooB of the 
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toes, from the supposed weight of the body 
resting up(Hi them, were all inimitable, so 
beautifdlly had the chissel written its delinea- 
tions on this marble. My gratification on 
touching it was such, that I could with diffi- 
culty withdraw my hand; and had the leg 
been clothed with a real shoe and stockiag, 
and of a natural temperature, I might have 
imagined it real. 

In this room is a model representing ibe 
manner in which the immense blobk of granite^ 
that forms the pedestal of tl^ cdebrated eques- 
trian statue of Peter the Great, was trails^ 
potted over the morass to the water side, in 
OT4&r to be cooreyed to St. Petersburg. 

In aiftother room were ten students^ busily 
eoiployed in drawing the humaji figure, from, 
a living model. 

Anotlmr establishment from which I derived 
a high gratification, was the Mint, dRrhere the 
various pirocesses of separating the metal from 
its ores, foratting it into bars, and the sub* 
seqwot stampi0g: of it into ooka, the latter 
efp^cted by machinery moved by the powerful 
aetioa of the sfleam-^ngioe^ were explained fay 
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the director, a Scotchman, who obligingly 
accompanied us. The laboratory was under 
the superintendance of a respectable old Ger- 
man, eighty years of age, who refused the 
remuneration offered him for his trouble, with 
a disinterestedness by no means common in 
this country; indeed, he was a rara avis. 
We were afterwards shown a fine collection 
of national medals struck at this place. 

it may be expected that I should explain 
the nature of the interest I take in a visit 
to such a place as the present; for it will 
scarcely be admitted that the loss df sight can, 
on such an occasion, be compensated by the 
mental powers. Few who have the blessing 
of sight, give themselves time to consider what 
ideas they would entertain of external objects, 
if they were deprived of this sense, or how 
much pains they would take to compensate 
such deprivation. Indeed, it is scarcely pos- 
sible for any one to have a right conception 
of the confidence which a person, who has 
been long afflicted with blindness, acquires, 
with respect to his various intercourses with 
the world.: time and experience must pro« 
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id|K!p l^butrofliee^jcm and judgment i^lpne.c^ 
bring it to perfection. There are, ^o^npyer, 
some poiatS) particularly those which relate to 
p^spu^l , intercourse, which may be more 
ipstantauQou^y. aoquired^ as if by ft prfncii^^ 
^:pi«irceptiyein&tinct; this, at least, my ejgpe- 
,rj^p^ in0ipa^s;^pr, instance, whea ai^y ojie 
4!. .CPB^ersiftg with . vi^y I conceive ' ;mys^lf to 
4166 the expression of countenance as the woprds 
9^f^ prpiyn^nced^ al^lost as Jf L acturily: ^w 
iXf and, In ordijiary casf^, receive, a| similar 
kind of satisfaction* This pie^y be accounted 
fc«r,6rom a cp^J^infttiop of causes-^-as the t9ne 
4>f v<^ice, lj^ mtflm^r of speakii^, apd other 
circunM;tan99B,.>v;bich etxqtf.ii^, my qoind ^n 
j^^a} pifjtureqf >;i^ feature, persona^ qyali- 
Itie^j m^nmers, nay, even th^ character ot the 
(per$i9p (Kmy^rslng with m,e, particularly when 
«|dt9d by associations derived from my own 
«x{ierieiv^. I thus c^itisfy myse^, at least, with 
^ ]:)9pn9f)9Qtat)Oi| according to my owu cojpicep 
tjiop^ {)lthQi)glmiy ideas, connected i^s theyaxQ 
yfith i^m^iaibT^^pfie^ oi wh^t I have. |orpjeTly 
s^n^ ^m^t „l?iBLye »the , swfe 01:1^09^1^^ as 
VOL. I. ja . . . 
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would be thie case with parsons Who have been 
blind from their birth. 

1 am only acfaated by any ihlBhse desire to 
see, when I meet with some one whd exdtes 
ttiore thiiA' ordinary intterest fc my feelings, or 
with ahy extraordinary productians of naiture 
or art; ft is then the imaginatidh tak6Si fire, 
mid my dissire to ste increases with tb^ diflfr- 
culty, nay, impossibility, of gratifying it; then 
my feelings ai-e worked up to such a pitch, 
that I Become tnify restless aivdimpatieiit, 
when nothing but a change of place, or the 
liitroductioft of a new Subject suffieieiitly 
powerful to constitute a counteracting influ- 
iehce, cslh restore me to calm refteotioh* 

if it be inquired how I caii-uiiderstatid the 
structure and ik^tioh 6f mai^hinigi^; i -wotiM 
iask how the machi^ry iii question c^lile Vb 
be originally invented^ doiibtliess, it woiildblfe 
implied, " % mian% itnagihation.^' 'If So, hoW 
ihuicli easiet ntHyivliekor iil:^ ittiBkgiMtii^l^ t» 
edteprehend Wifet has biB^h'¥ed^^ to ptsio 
tieAl dl^monstrdtioh, so ^vid^fei^tV ttiaft a u^re 
bpeihAtive mtefchi&fc can eiectAe ft; 'frora^'Sfe^ 
scription onfy. -^ • '^ 
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With reis ji^t to ih^ dlttreat ctom!^ pi^o- 
cesises carried fotwatd in tiri)» lestabttBlnnetit^' 
as they idl depend upon the well-^kttD^ lawei 
of chemieal aetion, I could have ba grelit differ 
culty in comprehending them. Thcty^ ehieflgp 
folate to the 8ef>aration^ pri^dpaily'by meltns 
of acids, of thfe m^, pv^eeiotkis infetals, vMdi 
always arrive ftom Siberia, or othern^inctt^in 
a mwe or less impbre state. • 

The College of Mines, or, as it is more tMnr 
moffdy termed, the Miite Oorps, is a very 
interesting place, situated oii the r%)it bailk 
<of the Neva, in the quarter of the town Aame^ 
Yasili-Ostroff. ft was founds drJgiAaliy bf 
Peter the Gr^at^ who, amongst the otMer bene*- 
fits conferred on his country, has the tomour 
of having laid open anew scmrce of we63%'t6 
it, by causing reseanihes to be made for 
rac^tallic treasureid in varioiis parts of his 
empire. Mines werfe consequently bpeiiedih 
dilferetft gov^rnm^ts, \ihder tii^ dhfedicm of 
this college^ and pattieii^rly' in Siberia: hb 
also l^i^aMfshbdFh cbief offleefi^ tei^^i^^ Ekdl- 
t^rlhdiib^jr^, a^k^nMM&i'hb built> iekndfiabied 
a{teffai%< 
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- The CoHege:of Mines totitains a splendid 
coUeotioii of mijiarate,.amoDg whkh is one 
piece .of maliu^bite (oxyde of <M>pper) said to 
weigh thr^e thousand fonr huiMlred ^nd fifty- 
six pounds^ English, 

r'. There ;i^ OA0 large room appropriated to 
liiodels. <)l; €tv^ry desK^riptioo, connected yfiih 
mining .^ a^, a ; beautiful rej^esentation of the 
sectioQ of a mine, steam-eqgines on various 

;Un(j^r the i garden/ hehiad ^ college, m 
llrjtif)c^ ntine has b^n leaostrpACited) which has 
the: parts^. wii^iic^f^/Wi^ ^erpul: passages, 
that,' a real qiipe i^, supposed to posses, with 
xli^er^int strati^cations of rocHj ^aith^ yeins of 
•pietal^ &($.. &c. The whc^. is. la^ost. ii^pious^ 
.^fiQUted) ^ that yQu might almost imagine 
^Qur^f in a repJ, mine. 

-, ■ , [A number of <^dets arp regul^tj-ly instructed 
<f(t this college in the. scieoee of; ininj^^ogy, 
•Aud.^ tb^ various qperatioj?^ conneqbed wi(h 
. j?linii|g; laft^n w^chll^y receive appofn^nv^ii^ 

the Empress Elizabeth, and. sitHf^^; R ^t^ 
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neighbourhood of the Peterhof Palace, merits" 
the inspection of the curious. Its beauti- 
ful and compact machinery was procured- 
from England. One part of the building is** 
appropriated to the purposes of the imperial 
laplcides, or polishers of precious stones. Here'' 
were exhibited a great variety of beautiful 
porphyries, jiaspers, agates, &c. elegant vases, 
tables of malachite, and variegated marbles, as 
wfell as some curious ornamented pyramids/ 
nlade by order of Catharine the Second, arid* 
intended one foi*' each government in Russia, 
being specimens of the marble or other more' 
valuable stones that they produce. 

The government gltiss manufactory should 
not be passed over, wh6re seven hundred and' 
fifty workmen are kept constaotly employed, 
half of them in cutting, grinding, and polishing 
this useful materiaL'* Yet, althodgh many 
i»plendid i^pecinieiis At^ producied, the Russiieih' 
glass is not of equal quality 'with that of Eng- 
land or France, being more, brittle, less sono- 
rbuS, ahd not^ so fexeihpt from colour. Their 
mirrdrs are some of them of great magnitude ;' 
the iargei^t they ever made^ I believe, measuring 
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liD^teen feet by five feet ten inches. I exa^ 
Opined one which had jui^t b^n cast, eleven 
fi^t by four, the price of which would be about 
fpfty pounds sterling. 

I also visited the iron-foundry, situated at 
the fourth version the Peterhof Road, under 
^ supisrin^ndence c^ Mr. Clark* I was 
h&i;^ fliqiwn^ i^moi^st other interesting ^ngs, 
1^ n^odi^ ^f ^ cast-iron dam a^d lap)i;s, an 
iQv^i^^ion.of that gentleman's for the iise of 
<^nalj^, apd whiclt it was imagined would come 
into genera) use, on account of its disability, 
epon9my, and less Uabijity to be affected by 
frost. I was ali^o much pleased with a neat 
iron spiral slaircajse, which had been cast for 
the Belvidere Lodge of the Sarskoe-Selo Palace, 
built filter the, model of the one in Windsor 

. P:^li9 i^stitutiopjs^^ may ^ rogar^ as tib^ 
l^bby^orsQS of |h^ imperial, famiJti^^ s^ 
wheve t^ey ^X9 C9ii^ted,;»8 Ji^je, UD4^r the 
foil cpntnoul . fjf despotic ppw^, W^. V^S^. 
mfik^i mtJi the .{preat i»ttent|qii p^4 .-to th^, 
ewKpe the greatest 4^p«f^ of oir4^ a?id. jr^gu-r 
l^rity, if not <rf perf(pc^pn, /so,.as to :^-^ect 
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the highef^t Gra4it on their r^pectixe patnniS' 
An ini^taiioe <^ the truth of this remark is met 
Tfith in the FoimioUingoHospital, under the i^Or; 
IBMBdipte prpt^tiop ^ the doir^ger fm ^gvm , 
thftieyli^l pf whieh |s sudh, t)ifit nq IdSif t^iMgi 
tbi)eQ..tl49«lW|D4 five hUBdro4 oq^iMjure.iui* 
w>mliy}94*A\fl^. Q»lyyhov!»«p»i<|«BhMi»dred 
of th«99:.are-'ai3cpi9iiiod4ited. Iq 4he-h|0U|j^j tlN^ 
veiiAiiM}er being sent into th^ c!Q)|i^ry< .,: 

The little pensioners are immediateljf i^^tqed 
in «hacg$i of a niimW pf ni«WSj: 1«PI^ J» l*» 
house OQ pHfpp9e, ^K^m .:w|)0|9i^, a» |l^ 4^ 
epease in^i^^tiie^ ^rf prpgr(mV^V ^WTWHifW^ 
thimi^ thQ 4ifie;n»t <ji^iiiirtP9^i^'!of tl^ e§^^ 
blishment, apfwopriately c(Histituted.|Qrj^lf^ 
Iwe^tiqiL . 

The ^ftom Qbf«rVf4 k intendefi |o ciq^Mt 
fpge j||4ttstry> Kpd wit})^s vidiif a:n)ut«^ fi^ 
9tAm.pTni^Q^mm$^afm^fi9it:wi!^ the a^e^/of 
t^ imc^^diiAl, i% ||i»v|4(ea, «>{l9.tQ Yeimf4 
one foftslMy Afthf t}}v^iimi>f 9hiftk^peqii»'f 

4 4}«1i!W>i WW*i8r .«f , :thfr tNsi i»»^ 
being sent q^t,, |^ .go^wmetotes^ iwWiig 
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the Fhsiicb atnd German lai^nages, musfcj d^ri^ 
dng,^c. ; and arfe occasionally married from the 
institution^ in which case they pecei^e a small 
jjtort!^ from the emprfess. Matty of the feoyr, 
also, are taught various languages, mathema- 
ties, '&c. ; IfVWte others ai^' edufcafed ■ in thd 
iiJriteri^i^ofdMferent trades, acteording^to ^^m^ 
^flitie^ «r genius. It is^frttm tMs sdui*e that 
the theatlres tf nfif principally supjilifedwilftftliehp 
perfottnefs.' ' * '^' 

' Thfeila 'ti Bd ^tinction of religion ob^rved; 
^bepV^tkV if * c*tfld has nOt preliottsly been 
^Stridt^iiM; It is brought up in the Gre^fc 
i*fai»c«<.' fevety^hfM is'vacdnaled as S^ttnas 
iadfnltted. ' ^ ' 

If any person \vishes to place a child fot A 
tim^ oniy tn this insMiMEtidn, he may do so on 
i)ayMg'a'lmiidi^ ro^ble^^^ and deslgiiatbg it 
by some jlarticttlar liame ; aiid an^r one may be 
i&keA froiti the itoaiit^ition, by gWing a sti^isfttt)^ 
tory SQc^rifly ht ks CMiMairt pr^eifteitibri. • 

It will naturally be conceived^ howCtfet, ^SiAtl 
«(Kdt«tillg^0at^1nti9pestte^l4sit*«^^i« Bsy- 
hgaottoit^tha bHiML , att instituttoii whfd^^tplie^^ 
to me 0«celk»idy'well tegulatdd; 
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Trf^ 'kHYvilu ran the jihiKD: fe9 

r fourid its poor, aAictod inmitl^^ All Very 
usefiilly, or agreeably, occupied; some vritK 
music, ' reading, aiid ofliefr literary pursuits i 
o^th^sj ih'the mianf^tuteetficKffefentwd^ 
art, as baskets, mat^, 'ropfesTi &c. - - ' 

The iribcte in which the art of Jjrintirig waii 
diitied on, attack me als partictilaHy ioterei^t- 
ing. The different types being arrang^^ 
alpl&beticalfy, in h ^box, are then transferred^ 
i;irith gi^at expedition, (Acquired by ikbl^ 
the grooves of ia frame of wood, a projier^poiv 
tioh 6t the subject ih'^estioh having thiis been 
composed', a damp sheet of paper is laid over 
it, aiM'^^s^ ^ith a cushion, after ^ich, it 
is dried by a gradual and moderate keat, atid 
Jii'thftf ^ay *he &tirfacey of ^the?l6tt€*s are siif- 
mbttily'^le^iKled ib bereasify disthigiAsheift b^ 
tHfcfeiig<>ry'fey<«ife<us6iy^ 6tit^ 

i^hes^^of.Cl^^cbittp^it^n'fe astd^h^ined. In 
ftocM^lfeliibg 'thiy bblli^ meMs ^re u^;' 6^ 
pAiite^o^ei^ <liee^r£a^!fer^, With k Vie^tif g«tii/^ 
iiigi^ g^er^iid^,<'bhd i^thefa^teeaifc^ 
foUd^dl* by 'th^ikh^f td dctteHl^ft, tHe^ whdlef 
being effected with a celerity wlUttH ^ttu^risfetf 
the stranger. 
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Thpy all ajpfxear to have s^roB kjfkcmledge of 
p(i;^ic, at least sp far ,as iff Ux take part m sv 
liymn, whlq\k is s^uig before sitting down to 
^jioner, wd i{g|a# on jSpishing the repast* 
We had the grat^fif^s^tion. of being (Hresent at 
this integrating ee^mony ; and aftpr its con- 
clui;io% w^ Qntertaipj^d iwith f^ instrumental 
o^nceit. , 

Wo visited th^ir bed-chaxnj[>prs, w{i^ire each 
individually a dean cpmfortable bed, with 
eyery other convenient accon^xi^p^tion. Ii^ 
^Irn^y I left:tibe {dace hig)ily gratified^ an4 
dli^ply; impressed with the benevolence of the 
ISmper^, ^Rder whose especial patroi^agf; it is 

There is, akp^ in tjiis c|l^, mmPfmsHng 
^^r^ dumb fi^l)«», whicb ^wkJe»spQ« m^ 
CW»stftBcps ppeY^irt^ wy yi«iti%[ \ «sd IJi|t 
teptif«mll)f m^ .Wti^Mf *:5W^.o/ ot^ 

J^i^«^*e,f¥l#fi»lto cte«ie$ of 

9Pw^,i5ifli^^](P^ ,. , ,: 
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CHAPTER VL 



Tlie Theatres— The Great or Stone Theatre— Pi^nce Shafbf- 
8ky-*«>DmBiatie taste of Rasei^os— The AutHor not ttuidi 
ii^rest^ by draioatic representations — The Geniaan st^ge 
—The French Theatre— No Italian Opera at St. Peters- 
' Burg— MuMCfd tiistiB of the Russians— Promenaiet tod 
pteasura gardens^-^uBuner hilU and ice hills— SkfUing-^ 
The English h^nt— Horse ^cing — ^The English dub — 
The German cliib. 

Am^no <jiie pl9£^$ (^ puttie eBtfv^UuneBt, the 

fi|]ff ci^iM^ i^f^intria^, |iv which the :4|iafmt hflui 
^oo^^tjKt'fdiBi f^yoiirite aiuu£ei^ut,{uideyeq 
Ipe^ hlgUyi Wt^c\un90t«l ill fJBifVf^^St ^ evih 
^^fA9^yih^MnXi^?ia4. ^ste f^ «hiirw;ter. ^Jho 
Russians may be regarded as cc^fL^ra^lj 

gre^tstpne tjbeajtre, fixc^mivel^'tlm pn^peft^f,^ 
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government, where both Russian and German 
performances are exhibited ; and the small 
theatre, built of wood, in the Nevsky Perspec- 
tive, occupied, for the present season, by a 
French company. 

Prince Shafofsky ' is the* principal writer for 
the Russian stage, ami some of his transla- 
tions of the English aufd jPrepch pieces, and 
particularly Ivanhoe, have been very l&ucoess- 
ful^ . He has failed, however, in his attempts to 
translate the ScottisJi pieces (^ our great un- 
known, betraying the greateist igriorance both 
of the costume and national character of 
that people. 

The pr^ailing taste of a Russian audience, 
however j at this time, is pantomime, acconipa^ 
niea by martial music; noise, smoke, and ifight- 
ihg. Incii^dible ieipehce is lavished ito the? 
decoratiohs of these pieceis j and the orchestra 
yields to none inthe world in strehgthj aiid t6 
fewintkste. ''- '• ■'■'-'■' ^ . .. .^ ■_ 2 

Being anxious to hear how the language. 
sdUnded from the stage, I, one evening, visited 
the TftUssiih tlwatrej the perfonntoce w^ a 
^^aiislatidri of SchiUer^s Joan of Arc, in which 
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the hei»iiie, .iostead oi tht ^M|wiGu$, fkte 
reoQtded in history, ib nkade to.raeeiVe a mom 
glorious de«ith in. hiUttJb-fialdi \I^he fciendf 
3i^ho aeoamp«tiue4 wl^ :i|SQd ev^ry>ktiyieji4ea^ 
vour to make ma cottipoeheiid tb0 action of iJiKe 
piece, but I ce^Dot say that I iiamed mupli 
gratjAeationfromtibieiC^orical pow^tis of tlie 
performers. . . 

. I must, however, candidly confess^ in eonse^ 
quence.ofjrepeated trials, thiat, since my mis^ 
fortune, . theatrical, amusements interest mtt 
much les^ than might be imagined ; iiodcsed^ I 
reeoUQcl Tery: te^t instanoel iniwlirieb I have opt 
be^n wearied out before the conclusion of the 
piece ;; I aid, ingeQwai, fm moro^]^eased with 
.a happy recitatipn. in; the closet, possibly, i)b 
jioqoe measure, b^cliuse my mind is thenile^ 
iabstracted from ithe- Incidents of tbe ipiece^ aiid 
jamft^ lat liberty' to clothe them^ with ideal 
scenery, and other embellishments, than it can 
4o amidst ;tbe noii^aAd confusion necessarily 
fitlwdant; upon Mn liymg reiNresentation on the 
iS^^ ; i^ th|at thje intellectual > gtati&ation ig 
Jd^ninjsahe4:in.pIt>p0rtion to the force of exter* 
nal inapressiowsrf ' 
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Th«M ^qipear^ however, otter mMOM toi 
tliis dimtmdied gratificadon. It is only fhMQ 
the voice that I can draw my inference of tke 
powcM <jt an actor, and tinless hil^-emfAiasis 
^nd intonations be perfectly cotnespondMit 
^i^ the sentiments of tiie piefee; and ^hieh itf 
to6 seldmn the case, ray iinaginatioi^ is at once 
broken in upon, and then adieu to all congenial 
igrmpathy^ or deeoratiire mental inagtry,^ vTo 
hear a fellow chop his part, medtanically, inip 
Itue seotehoes, aoeompanied ^by imprdpeir 
emjdbasis, ^ reminds me of the tide acting 
hgainst the wind r In shcat, i cannot fot^ee my 
imagination to operate^ in cootradiotMm w mf 
senses, or pr^viMt my ^ars, (probably too nice 
In this respect, from detecting > that het^itanSot^y 
liftlibitjr df intonation^ t» indescribafeief soihe^ 
iftiing^ wliich indicates t&at the feelivgs^crf a 
p^^rriter on ^e 8tag<» ikire tekl«b^ %LeHv«d 
fr(»AllM^ heart. j i/' 

^ l^eO^man stage wasoflginally'ah ^mttteUl* 
«heati^whdm niwefa^iitS) aftd vpifibtii^ «Niier 
tespedtabte individaais^ nsed to pi^rforAf with 
^r^tedati It iy nbw^lA MttleielstiteatSMii alJ. 
though Angeli, who is both an eic^tem aetai* 
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and writer, h attaclied to ft. Ameng <Mitibr 
pieeesr, iie has brouglit o^t Kenilworth, in^a 

1?te filing «tf inveterate hostiitcy towattib 
tibeFr^iibli yfhkh sUitoeeded thte invasion of 
KBId, haS) uiitilvery lately, pte^ehted a French 
theatre fKrtu being opened in tbisei!^. Acom-- 
pany of that nation has, however, ncrt long 
since been imported, and, as the Russian nobi* 
Jity are all aequainCed witii the language, is 
receiving great encouragement, notwithstand^ 
Ing few of %he' actors are above mediocrity. 
They get tip, hoi^fevier, small pieees^or vaude*- 
lilies, with mudhi taste. 

^rae ttrenty yea^^sinbe, St. Petersburg had 
iti» ItaMah apbra^ tlie i^)^6ulati(»n, howevei*, did 
not atiHWerf this^s, perha^s^ a matter dl md^ 
^ri§ef, i& the 'Rtn^ftife are so pas^ionad^ 
f^d of ''mui^, thaltJlft 'ihahy of tteir bouses 
Ihey aire entertitf lied with it during dinner. 
iHk ^Sunda^s, and all t%ie principal holid^ys^, 
iMuads of lAliSic tfitd ^tatib^ in ^e public gar^ 
iaiis^ knd d6 ndt fi&ll to Atbact a ^eat ntmiibel* 
©fpeo|ite.'' '^"' •'-- : •'- *!•.*• ': 

l^HsM avail myself of this opportufnily «f 
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■ttwfs^ngWVf^ reflawrl?»<m the ^h^ (4 B»fir 
■s^n inusiC) which ptmessm ja. cQOfii^i^iv^le 
degree of character ; nay, nowyof ihen^tic^Bi;^ 
3irsiw:eU 9ieiit the ^ithetofibpautifi^ :.b«$i^es, 
tjie laggjiage miu^ resembles [the' Qt^f^ ^ 
Xt^ny fis compirisiag & grtftXv.i^amhitT.'iif 
.vowe)5, . and is, therefore :.weU, .«4fkpto4 for 
harpi^i]^.. • . ,. ,.;..• •- ;. s^, •._; .-._ 

. ; 'Oi^ sii^p^ heard e^i th^ ,;^Ui$ jBeistiyiiJs 
4^Qrds a.partkulariifisfaQfle of the:fasc)Mijeit^nf 
:povi»T . of Rus^iiaa voc^ musifi. Th(^ age4 
.CiflQerHil Ffutnenskry, whp. h9iS t}{^ direction /«^ 
.tb|e '^nperpr's cborisjliersji. w^s s^nt ;to Ita)y bf 
Catharine the Second, ^pr^^y tQ ^^t^^hiUPr 
)$elf in thp sQi^nc^ of y<^ mitgio.; On his 
i-^tipn, he tiras dit«cit«d t<> selai^t. tfee: ftie^ 
voic^ the empire e<mld ia?4upQ> ,aip4: hU 
^^|ln^^^ithout.do^lItt,;<HU[lstjt1ltes ^ p^rfl^^.a 
^s«t. 4rfT<Ha)iipt|i ;as^^ i?an; hftf^ wi)h,. \^ith th(| 
.QXfl^o^ pf the ; njiserefes • iat B$me, . J; jnevffT 
,deriVi?d sp high a. gr4t»^<lBAion fi^om ;S9cn^ 
jaftusicias it affor4ed; me 5 9W feiissyoicpi i* 

■particivJar, J thought ;«jxf«j!wje4 tmyi thing jl 

had heard in the latter place. Catfil^ni^ y^m 
^ §^ JP<Mersburg,;is sai4 tohay^ laeeJUmoied 
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id tears by tbeir nrnglc expresgions ; ami t]ai 
is no uncommon occurrence with other anla** 
t^irs. 

Among the inore popular amusefments of 
the Russians, may be named the enjoyiiien^ 
of the many delightful promenades and gar- 
dens with which this city abounds. Amotyg 
the former, the most conspieuouf are, the 
English Quay, the Admiratty Boulevardea, and 
ihe Nevsky Perspective. The latter coinpriaq 
chiefly the imperial pleasure grounds of 
Kamenoi-Ostroff, Kreslofsky, the Sammes 
Gardens, situated in the city, atid ihose of ihe 
principal nobility, which, particularly on Suih 
days and holidays, ate thtbwn open for piihtie 
accommodatiolEi/ Here aB sorts cl amuse*^ 
mentis are provided for the people, as n^usic, 
dt^-works, puppiet*jshoiirs^ swings, sutomef 
wooden and ytrmVBt ice hSIls, ^ &c. 

The stiinnK^r hill consists of an incliiied 
wooden plane, (dong the grooves (^ilrhich y<Ai 
are launched forward froni an emin^ikie, in a 
ekr just largp enough to hold tw6 personi^ 
with their feet pvojeedug on eitiier side; thg 

VOL. I. H 
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impetus which is acquired in the descent is 
sufficient to carry you forward for a consider- 
-able distance after reaching the level. I ven- 
tured into the car, and found the sensation 
produced by no means disagreeable. 

The ice hills, used in winter, are constructed 
upon similar principles. A wooden frame is 
first erected, and floored with slabs of ice^ in 
the manner of a pavement; water is then 
poured over it, in order that, when frozen, it 
may fill up the interstices, and give a smooth 
surface. 

Independent of the ice bills, the young men 
also amuse themselves during the winter by 
skating. The skating-ground on the Neva, in 
front of the English line, durio^ my residence 
here, comprised a space of five hundred and 
tw^nty-^five feet long, by two hundred and 
forty-five broad, which, being planted round 
with fir-trees, had a picturesque a{^arance. 
It is kept up by subscription^ and men are 
c<»ii5tantly employed to keep it dear of 
snow, and to water it every night, so as to 
give a new surface in the mwning. 
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The English residents amuse themselves 
also with their national diversions of hunting 
and horse-racing. 

The establishment of the British Hunt, so 
called from having been -first formed, and 
ehiefiy suj^ported, by our countrymen, is at the 
vilh^ of Garilla, about twelve miles distant 
from the city, where they keep their dc^s, 
and have acconmiodations for refreshment and 
lodging, after the sports of the day are con<- 
cluded. It consists of about thirty couples 
of hounds, who chiefly hunt the hare, of 
which two species are met with in this coun- 
try ; the oi^ s<»newhat less than our English 
hare, the other very large, and so strong as to 
give the dogs a hard chase. They occasion- 
ally fall in with a fox, who seldom fails to 
knock up tl|e pack for the day. After par- 
taking of the sports of the fidd, the members 
of the himt, amongst whom are our ambas- 
sador, consul-general, and many respectable 
'English and German merchants, return to 
Garilla to enjoy themselves in still more 
substantial pleasures, and talk over the feats 
of the day. I had once the pleasure of par* 
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taking of their festivities, and can bear ample 
evidence to the goodness of their cheer, and 
the conviviality, hilarity, and loyalty with 
which it was expended. 

One circuinstaiice is much complained of 
with respect to this hunt— that its meetings 
film g^mrally held on a Sunday. The argu- 
pients against the propriety of this, however, 
have been rebutted by the mer6hant members, 
on the plea that, being confined to their 
counting-houses for six days in the week, 
the seventh onfy r^nains in which they can 
enjoy that pleasure and relaxation which 
is so important for the preservation of their 
health. 

Hwse-raoes are held repeatedly during the 
sumaner, generally on ^ new course which the 
emperor has lately presented to tb^ ^mblic, 
situated between the Sarskoe-S^lo and Peter- 
hof Roads, at the distan$e of about three 
miles from th^ city. 

Thea?^ is. a^ house of entertainment on the 
Petrahdf JKoad, about five tei9t$ fifoiri thedty, 
limned Kraosnot-Cdbaok, dr the r^ k>ui^, to 
wMph Rumfaffir& ^f th* inhabittd^te vBH&ky ^dlkiep 
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the pretext b( eating a peculiar kind of pan- 
cake, neLtaedwafflCy which is in the form of an 
oblong square, made in a mould, and is ex- 
tremely light and agreeable in its flavour. 
This house has an exclusive privilege of seU- 
ihg liquors duty, free, which was conferred 
Upon it by Peter the Great, in consequence of 
his being in the habit dT refreshing himself 
there when on his way to and from Gronstadt. 
The Empress Catharine IL also passed the 
night here, on her way to Peterhof, after as- 
suming the reins of government on thd im- 
prisonment of her husband. The original 
house is yet standing ; the busihess, however, 
is conducted in a more modern building, im- 
mediately adjoining to it 

I shall avail myself of the present opportu- 
nity of introducing my readers to some of the 
very respectable club-houses which exist at 
St. Petersburg. 

There are two clubs more particularly 
celebrated, to both of which I had the honour 
of being admitted a visitor. The first, situated 
on the Moika Canal, between the red and blue 
bridges, an^ is named the English club, in 
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consequence of its having been originally 
established, more than fifty years since, by 
some of the English gentlemen employed in 
the counting-houses of the merchants here, 
with a view of benefitting the adverse fortunes 
of a Mr. Gardner, an eminent merchant, 
NiFhom they constituted their econome or ma- 
nager. It is now limited to three hundred 
and fifty members, natives as well as strangers, 
many of the first persons in the empire being 
enrolled among the former. Such, indeed^ is 
the respectability attached to this society, 
and consequent desire to be amongst its mem- 
berSy that it generally takes three years to 
effect an admission. 

Lord Cathcart, when ambassador at this 
court, was one of its earliest and warmest 
patrons. An anecdote is related with respect 
to this nobleman, that on the occasion of his 
health being drank at an anniversary din- 
ner, at which he presided, a gentleman oppo- 
site^ in the enthusiasm of the moment, for- 
getting he had not emptied his glass, while in 
the act of waving it over his head, discharged 
its contents full in his lordship's face, who 
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hore the sfdutation with such stokisni, as 
called forth the remark that " his lordship 
stands fure we}!.'^ 

As the club i^uired extent and reputation, 
a code of laws for its government became 
indispensable ; copies of whidi^ in the £ng« 
:lish> German^ an4 Russ languages, lie coin 
stantly on the tablp of the reading-room. 

The management is vested in seven direo 
tors, of whom three are Russians, two Ger- 
mans, and two English, one of the latter of 
whom is invariably the treasurer, and one of 
the first a, person of the highest distinction^ 
< The subscription; varies from four to six 
.guineas per annum, according to. the state of 
their dances. A considerable additicmal re- 
.venue, however, is derived from other sources, 
as wines, cards, the billiard-room, &c. ; that 
from cards alone being estimated at ten thou- 
sand roubles per annum. 

Dinner may be had here any day at a 
regular charge of two roubles and a half: the 
sum^ however, is doubled on particular occa- 
sions ;— -wines, of • course, are not included, 
. these being charged according to their qua-^ 
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Iltieft. Thiere ariB, however, regulat* dinners 
6tAy three days in the Week. 

Every member is allowed to introduce a 
hHM ; but if the general liumber 6i these 
Visitors exceeds twelve, eeiJth is expected to pay 
fiv'e r6uble& to thb poor's fiiiid. -I^trangers in 
-Si Petersburg itlay be ailmitted for iix months 
with ttll the lidvant^es of members, exeepting 
that ih^t naiiies niust be inserted in the book 
by a bietnber on each day of admission. After 
this time they are no longer regarded a» 
strangers, but renew their alienship at taiy 
time, by riesiding six months out of St. Peters- 
burg. At table, the gentlemen of each nation 
generally arrange themselves together. A 
variety of newspapers and other periodical 
works, constiintly lie on the table of the read- 
ing-room. 

the next club in estimation is termed the 
German Club, or, as being entirely coihpc^ed 
of commercial men, the Comifiercial Chih. 
Indeed, this character is so fully pr6s^rVed, 
that no officer can he admitted^ either eis a 
member or visitor. 

The (jerman Club-House iis a noble mAn- 
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sion, far more extensive than the purposes of 
the society require, and therefore the super- 
fluous part is let out in lodgings. Here a 
most extensive variety of newspapers may be 
seen ; and such is the resort of the mercantile 
world to this place, that, during the time of 
the Neva bein^ in^ssable, it is used as a 
substitute for the exchange. It also contains 
an apartment used as a public ball-room. 

The dinners given here are unusually large 
and fiqpleiMtid ; and ^ven the ^binet ministers 
occasionally participate in the hospitalities of 
the \Aii^. The one I {MkHokflc of wAs eto ieiH 
oHlti^ry bc<^ibii, littd yht the cbaMpai^ 
6»liS ft w nhcwk AhdiOkiitly. t belieV^^ taow- 
4^v^t, itOA our couAtrijrm^n, whether ft Is from 
WaAt of tftsfe dr hot, are le^s p&ssiohateljrfiAid 
c( this beVg^age than other foreigneihs,'{>artiteUf 
lAriy thfe ftusisians, the Iktter of whom libi 
linfrequently ^rink it from tumblei*sL 
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Hotels -^Eating-houses and Cofiee-rooms — Tea*hoiiaet — 
Lodgings — Boats on the river — Droshkas, or hackney 
carriages — Hire of a private equipage — ^Pedestrianisoi* 

AMONoaT the public aocommodations of a 
large city those are most important to the 
stranger^ which contribute to his personal 
eomfortg. In these respects St. Petersburg is 
certainly defective; as its hotels and other 
places of entertainment of this kind, are very 
far from being equal to what are met with 
in London, Paris, and other capitals of 
Europe. 

There are in this place some large hotels, 
although few, if any, merit the denomination 
of ^^ good." Demont's, situated on the Moika 
canal, has the reputation ^ of being the best ; 
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but> perhaps, the more agreeable one, is the 
London hotel, in the Nevsky Perspective, 
which is the Bond Street of St. Petersburg. 
The locality of the Hotel de I'Europe, near 
the Stone Theatre, is, also, by no means 
ui^leasant, although it is not equally conve- 
nient, as being less central. At all the hotels, 
apar1;ments are to be hired, without the tenant 
being expected to board in the bouse. 

The only hotel I was myself in the habit of 
frequenting, was Page's, and which much re- 
sembles a boarding-house in the United States 
of America, > being intermediate to a house of 
that des^ipd(ion. and ««i inn. Here you may 
have board and lodging combined ; or, if in 
priviU^ a{)iartments, partake of the. advantages 
dfan excellent tahle d^hdte, in the English style, 
at the rate of three francs per head, where an 
agreeable mixed society, of consuls, cAcerSy 
merchants, men of genius, travellers, &c. &c» 
may always be met with. It is singular that 
the Russian offi^^ers, of all ranks, seeni to 
take a particular pleasure in dining here. 
For board and bed-chamber, the charge is 
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teiri roubles per diem; twines, beer, coitke 
tffter dinner, &c. are paid for as extras. 

The ekting-bouses and coflbe-rooms are not 
namefO^s in St Petersburg, knd chiefly found 
in the neighbourhbod of the Omtinoj/'lhdry 
or shops, being fi*equented by the Russldii 
niercHalits ietnd tradtssinen* Although the ac- 
toimnbdatidns they aflbrd are but indifferent, 
you will find in conistant readiness, or prepa- 
ration, a great variety of dishes, particularly 
Aril, and this more especially during the 
faAts, which are numerous with the Russians ; 
1>ut you may, even at these times, order 
chops, steaks, or other fieshiiieat, if you de- 
sire it 

T^*faouses are particularly numerous jfor 
the acfeoinniodatioh of the native merchants 
And lo*rer btders, who are remarkably fond of 
j^at bevel-age. 

' Pdvafe lodgings are scarce, and conse- 
tju^nlty deair. 

N^xt to his personal accommodatioiis, one 
of tfcb ehi^ points ot integrest with a stfenger, 
is th« Iscility afforded hiin of visiting his 
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friends^ or the various interesting objects 
that may eall forth his attention. The great 
extent of this city and the hospitality of 
its inhabitants, make it desirable that he 
should &vail himself of some conveyance or 
other. 

For this purpose, boats are constantly in 
readiness, for plying on the river. By land, 
numerous carriages, named droshkas, which 
are the hackney coaches of the place, await 
your orders, the fares of which, barring impo- 
sition, are noi exorbitant, except that on 
Sundays and holidays, which are here so 
numerous as to comprise nearly a third part 
of the year, you are compelled to pay a con- 
siderably increased rate. 

Perhaps, on the score of economy, the best 
way for a stranger is to have his own equipage. 
A droshka, drawii by one horse, axiA a coach- 
man induded, misy be hired at the rate of about 
five pounds per month ; or a carriage, with four 
horses, for from fiSTieen to iwenty pounds. In 
efecting an arrangement ol this kind, it is 
istoecessary to use much circumspection, and to 
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have every point clearly understood, ai^ evi« 
denoed by a written agreement. I was present 
at a dispute on this sub|M!t^ between anEngliis^ 
gentleman and the proprietor of a carriage he 
had hiredi which, through the finBness of the 
former only, in resisting the imposition, termi- 
nated eventually in his fovouir. 

Every convenience is now afforded in this 
city, for the accommodation of the pedes- 
trian, ita streets being kept remarkably clean, 
and, in most parts^ well paved with flag- 
stones. For the introduction of the latter 
convenience, the inhabitants, it is a^d, are 
indebted to the Emperor's visit to England, at 
least, soon after, or even before, his return, a 
peremptory order was issued, that each house- 
holder should, within a given time, lay flag- 
stones down before his h0use, for the purpose 
of forming a foot- way. Such was the conse- 
quent requisition, at the time, for the necessary 
materials, that I am afraid of statii^ the im- 
mense sums which many are reported to have 
paid for complying with the order. 

Another consequence is, that walking in 
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the Streets has become fashionable here ; even 
the Emperor himself, not unfrequently, con- 
descends to be thus visible to his people, on 
whidi occasions he is particularly affitble, 
especially to the ladies. This has proved no 
small inducement to them to become pedes- 
trians. 
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Police of St. Petersburg — Pervades all societies^ in disguise — 
Anecdote of the master of police — Necessity for caution 
and circumspection-— Anecdote of two English gentlemen 
— Street regulations — Smokbg and whistling interdicted 
— Lighting the streets — Mendicity — Prison laws and dis- 
cipline — Visit to the gaol — Fire police^-^Curious exercise 
of the firemen — Hints to travellers respecting credulity. 

In order to provide for public security and 
{ft'otection, and^ at the same time, to guard 
against the discussion of, and interference 
with, the measures of government, an active 
police pervades every quarter of St. Peters- 
burg. 

So great is the vigilance and art of these 
gentlemen, that it is necessary to observe the 
strictest caution in conversing with strangers, 
as they, not unfrequently, assume every va- 
riety of disguise, in order to detect such per- 
sons as may be adverse or obnoxious to the 
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government. I have heard of a gentleman, 
who having business with the master of police 
at the early hour of seven in the morning, 
took the opportunity of making an enquiry 
respecting the probability of finding hiln at 
home, from a peasant-like man whom he met 
on approaching his house. This person im- 
mediately conducted him to the house, which, 
to thesurpriseof the gentleman, he entered^ saiis 
ceremoniej and immediately proceeding to an 
inner apartment, threw off his peasant's dress, 
and stood forth the master of police himself; 
after which, he exhibited a great variety of 
dresses of the different characters he was in th^ 
habit of assuming. 

In these various garbs the police frequent all 
public places. During the reign of the Emperor 
Paul, it was not unusual for an unfortunate 
being to be hurried away to the wilds of Siberia, 
in consequence of a heedless expressioih The 
following ludicrous instance of the zealous feel- 
ings of these police gentlemen, and the whimsi- 
callity of the above monarch, is spoken of ^— 

Two English gentlemen, amusing them- 
selves with an excursion to Lake Ladoga, 

VOL. -1. I 
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having ascended a hill that overlooked the 
Fortress of Schlusselberg, were accosted by a 
person who approached them with an enquiry 
as to their business there. Not pleased with 
the intrusion, they carelessly replied, that they 
were taking a view of the fortress. Now the 
word expressing this in the Russian language, 
as well as in the English, signifies taking 
a sketch. The man immediately declared 
himself a police oificer, and with much mys- 
tery, conducted them, under arrest, to St. 
Petersburg, where they were taken before the 
governor and the master of police, who gave 
them to understand, that the nStsAY was so 
serious as to make it necessary to report it to 
the Emperor. After consideable suspence, 
they were placed in separate kabitkas, and 
driven away, without the least annunciation of 
the intention of the government with respect 
to them ; the affair, which at first they treated 
lightly, now began to assume a seritius aspect 
At length they found that they had arrived at 
the very fortress, in the neighbourhood of 
which they had been arrested ; Paul having 
determined, as they were afterwards informed, 
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that they should have an opportunity of in- 
speeting the inside as well as the outer one* 

The governor at first treated them civilly, 
and even ordered tea, but, unfortunately, 
before it could be served up, having read his 
orders, instead of participating of the expected 
refreshments froin the hands of a smart foot* 
man, two ferocious gaolers were introduced, 
who immediately conducted them to separate 
cells, where they were kept for a considerable 
time, in solitary confinement, on bread and 
water; and so ignorant were they of their 
future fate, that when the hour of release ar- 
rived, one of them, who was ignorant of the 
Russian language, knew not whether to hail 
die opening of his cell as the harbinger of 
death or Ij^eily; 

The police regulations for preserving thte 
public peace, and keeping order in the streets^ 
are very strict, and some of them not a little 
peculiar : for instance, both the self-pleasing 
art of whistUng^ as well as indulgence in smok- 
inffy are interdicted. A friend of mine one day 
received a check as he was amusing himself 
in iihe fcnrmer way during his walk. How 
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annoying such regulations must be to bakers' 
boys and Germans, — the former might, in con- 
sequence,, be compelled to tkink^ the latter 
prevented from doing so. 

The follo¥ring occurrence, witnessed one 
day in the street by a friend of mine, serves 
to instance the dread entertained by the lower 
classes of getting under the power of the police. 
As he was passing the Isaac bridge, a droshka 
suddenly stopped before him, when the driver 
leaped down, and, with every symptom of coh- 
•fitemation, took his passenger from off the seat 
of the vehicle, and laid him on the road ; he 
then hastily remounted his box, and drove 
away with all possible speed. The passenger 
had been seized with a fit, when thinking he 
might die, the affrighted, but prudent, Russian 
took this method of getting rid of him, in order 
to avoid the trouble and expence the police 
would have imposed upon him, had he been 
found with the dead body. 

Nothing, perhaps^ has tended more to check 
the nocturnal disorders and licentiousness of 
large cites, than the modem custom of lighting 
the streets by night. During summer, how- 
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ever, this is quite unnecessary in St Peters- 
burg ; at other seasons they are lighted with 
oil, — gas not having yet been introduced, 
although its use is in contemplation. An agent 
of the London Gas Company was treating 
for a contract of this kind previous to my de- 
parture. 

Mendicity prevails in 8t Petersburg, as well 
as in all other great cities y and if the doors of 
your house happen to be open, beggars do 
hot hesitate to assume it as an invitation to 
walk in. I was once, during the^ absence of 
my servant, while reclining on the sofa, ad- 
dressed in a supplicating tone, in the German 
language, by a feeble, pitiful voice ; on finding 
that it proceeded from a female, which I ascer- 
tained by placing my hand on her arm, in 
order to avoid misconstruction, had any friend 
happened to have entered, I lost no time in 
conducting her, in the gentlest manner, from 
out the apartment; I did not even allow my- 
self time to ascertain whether she was young 
and handsome, or the reverse.' 

1 was on another occasaoii intruded upon in 
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miiefa the same way by a man, who presented 
me with a paper, the nature of which he, in vain, 
Endeavoured to make me comprehend. Ima- 
gining, however, that his real object was to beg, 
or, perhaps, purloin some of my moveables, I 
placed my hand upon him, and was proceeding 
to conduct him in the nearest direction to the 
door, a measure to which he manifested a re- 
markable degree of reluctance, endeavouring 
to make for a different part of the room ; when 
at this juncture my servant retuitied. It then 
appeared that the paper in questicm, wias an 
aboovnt that he ought to have taken to a frigid 
of mine ; cutid, moreover, thiat, on entering the 
room, he had laid down his hat ; so that he 
was not merely anxious to explain the dbject 
of his visit, Imt, also, to ^' regain the felt.'' 

Tbe fenal laws are exceUehtly administered 
ilk this, dty, aiid their cude of prison diacipttne 
eqniJ, tf not aiqperioF, to any in Europe. 

One jglreat objBet of the legifliature 
oocMpation for the pilsimers, aod^ in aedetto 
encourage industry^ the irhole^f tbeir eim'- 
lligs are appropriated either for their prixiate 
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ufiie or publip comfort. The reformation 
which the present regulations haye introduced 
is truly gratifying, for when the system of 
working was first commenced, the great- 
est difficulty was found in compelling the 
]N*isoiiers to conforppiity, whereas now^ the only* 
difficulty is to find work adequate to their 
wi&tes, so eager have they become for employ- 
nient. In short, th^y are not only re^trict^ 
from idle and depraved habits during their con- 
finement, but many of them have acquired prin- 
ciples of industry and honesty, so that after their 
release, they have commenced business, with' 
the assistance of their reserved gaol sayings, 
and become valuable members of society •* 

A visit which I made to the principal prison 
afforded me excessive interest. We wei-e first 
ushered into a room occupied, gratuitously, 
by an English bookbinder, for the purpose oC 
employing a numb^ of the prisoners in tbi$^ 
occupation, for which, besides instructing 
them in his trade, he pays soqie of them 
twenty«%e roubles each per Bioiilii) ajsi a remu- 

* For a translaition of tbe prison regulations, and other in- 
ifft^ng documents, see Appendix Di 
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neration for their services. This person was 
from home, but his brother obligingly accom- 
panied us over the prison. We were next 
shewn into the committee-room, where some 
of the prisoners were engaged in the manufac- 
ture of pocket-books, and other fancy works, 
under the instruction of a German ; after this 
we were taken to a cell on the ground floor, 
where the more depraved prisoners are con- 
fined in irons, with a guard of soldiers to con- 
troul them. From hence we passed into the 
ifeceiving-room, where the work of the prisoners 
is displayed ; whilst we were here, five culprits 
were brought in, chained, and taken to their 
cells, without a word escaping from their lips. 

The persons confined for debt, are kept se- 
parate from the criminals, and as their credi- 
tors are obliged lo allow them a royble per 
day for their support, with the addition of do- 
nations, they live extremely well; they are not 
compelled to work, although most of them do 
so voluntarily. 

I afterwards made a second visit to the same 
prison, and was taken into the female depart- 
ment, where about twenty women, dressed in 
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. the prison unifoim, were employed in various 
kinds of needle-work. J was informed, that 
they looked extremely clean and neat, and 
that their apartments were sweet and well 
regulated. We were, also, conducted through 
the hospital, which contained only two patients; 
and over the school, in which about twenty 
young vagabonds were occupied in learning 
their appointed tasks. In short, throughout 
the whole of this establishment, the best order 
and internal arrangement appear to prevail. 

Among other regulations for the manage- 
ment of this city, those intended for its pro- 
tection from fire, seem particularly deserving 
of notice. 

With a view of affording the most imme- 
diate and effectual assistance, the city is 
divided into twelve quarters, in each of which 
is a lofty tower, where watchmen are stationed 
night and day, to detect the first symptom of 
fire, which is then notified to the whole, by a 
signal indicative of the quarter in which it has 
taken place ; this signal is made by a flag in 
the day-time, and by means c^ lanterns at 
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ni^t, and is immediately repeated by all the 
other quarters. 

At every station, engines with excellent 
horses ready harnessed, are prepared to 
hasten, at a moment's notice, to the point 
pf alarm ; and, in order to ensure the greatest 
promptitude, the firemen are punishable if 
tfaey do not reach the spot within twenty 
minutes, however distant its situation may be. 
In order to render the firemen more expert 
in their assistance to the unfortunate inmates 
of the burning house, they are regularly 
trained in a very singular exercise. A lofty 
pole, with a platform near its top, is erected 
at the height of about the fourth floor of a 
large house, and ascended by means of lad- 
ders : the firemen are practised in descend-- 
ing fr<Mn this platform with the assistance 
of plain ropes and rope ladders. The 
most singular part of the exercise, is, that 
they are required to precipitate themselves 
fifom the platform; every precaution, how- 
ever, being taken to prevent injury, as by 
placing beneath a saiMoth suspended by 
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poles, With featfaw-beds, bay, straw, and 
soft substances under it. flven the officers 
themselves are not exempt from this exercise. 
Haviiig casually heard of the existence of 
the above extraordinary practice, I determined 
to ascertain the correctness of the infonnation ; 
and at length, after much inquiry, bbtained a 
iull confirmation from the firemen theniselves. 
I did not, however, rest here ; for I personally 
visited the scene of exieircise, accompanied by 
a friend, who obligingly made me a sketch 
of the apparatus employed, and which accom- 
panies this description. 

I dwell the more upon this point, as many 
of my friends had previously ridiculed the 
affair, as an imposition on my credulity ; and, 
therefore, I derived no little gratification from 
triumphing, as it were, over tfeeir doubts. 
Before dismissing the subject, Ibeg leave to 
obtrude a hint for the use of my travelling 
brethren— to hear every thing, but believe 
nothing, without proof or probability; — at all 
events, not to be over fond of detailing as fact, 
every inconsistent story they may chance to 
stumble upon, without first examining into 
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its authenticity : if they meet with obstruc- 
tion in searching out the truth, this ought 
only to stimulate .them to greater exertions in 
the pursuit of it Travellers are, perhaps, 
more frequently the subjects, than the sources, 
of imposition, since the great eagerness they 
evince for novelty, excites the inclination to 
deceive them. It is said, that when Dr. Clarke 
was at Petersburg, there were persons who, 
perceiving his anxiety to obtain information, 
and his eagerness to note down every thing 
he heard, used to seek his society, for thb 
express purpose of " erammin^" him; and I 
am convinced that, had I allowed myself to 
have credited all the wonderful stories de- 
tailed to me, my book would have teemed 
with hfstories not unworthy of Baron Mun- 
chausen himself. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Classes of society and mode of living at St. Petersburg. 

St. Petersburg, comprising a population 
drawn from almost every quarter and nation 
of the world, may be regarded as a city of 
strangers j so that it will be difficult to derive 
from it any thing like a correct picture of the 
manners and customs of the Russian nation at 
large, as these must be necessarily, more or 
less, influenced by the national peculiarities of 
the motley tribes of foreigners it contains. 

It is with a full impression of the difficulty 
of doing justice to the various modifications 
of character which are from, this source pro- 
duced, that I enter, with much diffidence, on 
the present chapter, which professes to treat 
of the manners, customs, and mode of living 
of its inhabitants. 
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As this city is the seat of government, it is 
natural to suppose that the nobility will, in 
great measure, take their tone from that of 
the court; I shall, therefore, first make a few 
observations relative to the latter, which, it 
will be observedj does not materially differ in 
its usages from those of other capitals of 
Europe. 

His imperial majesty lives in a simple, unaf- 
fected manner, breakfasting at an early hour, 
ftft^r which his mornings, from seven till ten 
o'clock, are occupied with the minister^ and 
oth^ official persons. The bi^sine^s of the 
court concluded) he proceeds to the parade, or 
takes exercise, until two or three o'clock, when 
lie dines, About seven, tea is introduced, after 
which he either attends schu^ private theatri- 
cal performance in the palace, or amuses him- 
self with a . ball, concert, or select evening 
party. Between ten and eleven supper is 
announced, immediately after which he re- 
tires for the night. 

The nobility live generally in a similar way 
to the emperor, excepting that they do not all 
dine at so early an hour. 
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The Russian merchants are very irregular 
in their habits, as their families seldom as*' 
semble together at the respective meals, un- 
less it happen to be at the supper-table. They 
have few ideas cf the comforts, which almost 
every class of society in England enjoy, in daily 
sitting down to th^e social meaL The mind of 
the Russian merchant is too absorbed in busi** 
ness to think of domestic comfort, and he is 
contented if he satisfies the wants of natmre, no 
matter when or where; and so long as his 
food has a strong flavour, it scarcely signifies 
what its compoisition or qualities may be. One 
of his more common dinners is sour cabbage* 
soup, named stchee, and which, with some of 
the meat it is prepared from, he generally 
partakes of in his kitchen, bi times of &st*- 
ing, instead of meat, fish or grain are used in 
the preparation of this scmp. In shcnrt, his 
mode of. living is very little superior to that 
of a commcm medhanic, except that he wewrs 
better cl<Ahes, and possesses 'some other luxu- 
ries, which are out iOf the letter's readi. 
~ .Occasiotially, hoNRev^er, the llussian mer- 
chajit gives a fsast, when he launches into ther 
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most extravagant and luxurious expepces, even 
so as to vie with the richest nobility. 

The lower classes of tradesmen, mechanics, 
and labourers, live in a manner very similar 
to the merchant. The labourer's wages are, 
however, only from five-pence to ten-pence 
per day ; so that he is obliged to live upon 
black bread, that costs somewhat less than 
a hal^enny per pound, and of which he 
will eat three pounds a day; and although 
he rarely indulges in more than the addi- 
tional luxui'y of an onion, yet he seldom fails 
to take his glass of brandy before he com- 
mences his meal. 

The Germans are more numerous than any 
other class of foreigners in this city, being 
computed at not less than twenty thousand, 
comprising merchants, tradesmen, and me- 
chanics. They chiefly follow the customs of 
their own country, associating principally 
among themselves, ^me of them, however, 
mix much with the English, and asj»milate 
more or less with their habits. 

The English residents are about three thou- 
sand, wjio carry forward the various ocoupa- 



Digitized 



by Google 



ikoDiB OF Livma. 12§ 

(ions of iHerdiants, tra^esineii^ &c. Theie, Bi 
usual, keep ^pfreitf closely to the maBn^s md 
cuiltoms of their native land. 

St. Petersburg abounds with all the necessa^ 
ries, and most of the luxuries, of life. Amongst 
its greatest delicacies may be named fresh 
caveare, the excellence of which cannot be 
appreciated by those who have only par- 
taken of the salted article which is met with 
in England under that name. As soon as 
winter sets in, large quantities are brought 
into St. Petersburg and Moscow, principally 
from Astrachan. The Russians have, how- 
ever, various other delicacies, as the nevaga, 
a small fish, cod, and rein-deer's tongues, 
from Archangel; hares, an article of food 
to which the Russian himself is by no means 
partial, as well as some others that are 
prohibited by the Mosaic law; two kinds of 
partridges ; woodcocks ; the common and double 
snipe ; the latter of whidb, in season, is literally 
frtt as butter, and this of the sweetest kind, 
combined with the most delicious game flavour^ 
Oysters are considered among the rarest luxu- 
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ries of the place, being only found native on 
the coasts of the Black Sea, whence, in con- 
sequence of the distance, they cannot be pro- 
cured except in the winter season ; quantities 
i^re, however, iniported from Germany, Holr 
land, and England, but seldom very fresh; 
they are, notwithstanding, so precious as to go 
down here in the most offensive state, even 
with an Englishman, so keen does the appe- 
tite become from previous abstinence ; the 
price fluctuates from one to four pounds ster- 
ling per hundred ; go that, with porter, you 
may readily dispose of a sovereign for your 
luncheon. 

There are, perhaps, few cities better sup- 
plied with fruits and vegetables than St. Pe- 
tersburg and Moscow. The climate, however, 
does not admit of many fruits coming to per- 
fection in the open air ; the chief of these are 
of exotic origin, and necessarily fostered in 
the warmth of the hot-house. Many of the 
choice ones, however, are brought from more 
genial climes ; for instance, grapes from As- 
trachan, and apples from the Crimea. Their 
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woods abound with nuts^ and various berries 
of exquisite flavour; and in particular the 
morosfake, in appearance intermediate to the 
raspberry and mulberry. Its taate is agree* 
ably subacid ; it contains, however, numero«i£i 
large and bard seeds, which diminish the 
pleasure of eating it These berries are 
either eaten in their natural «tate, or pre- 
served widi si;^Kr, or occaisionally in water, 
like cranberries. I have been infojrmed that 
they are sometimes met with in the Highlands 
of Scotland. The berry of the mountain-ash 
is also made use of in Russki to flavour j^lies^ 
wine, brandy, and other articles, to which it 
imparts a most agreeable bitter flavour* 

The fruiterers have a variety of modes of 
preserving their fruits. The appfes, either 
whole or cut into small pieces, are preserved 
in casks with qvass, sweetened with honey or 
sugar, and in such forms are sold in the streets 
at all seasons. Other fruits are mixed and 
compoimded in a variety of wietys. Oranges 
in abundance are imported from the Afediter^ 
ranean, and in the autimm vast qiiantities of 
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apples and potatoes are brought in from 
Germany. 

Early in the spring plentiful supplies of 
vegetables are brought forward, asparagus 
and mordk taking the lead. These supplies 
ndt only continue throughout the summer, 
but t^ost every kmd may be had during 
the winter, a stock being laid up in dry 
ccdlan preparatory to the frosts setting in, the 
tempierature of which is then regularly kept a 
little above freezing point. Some are hung up 
around the walls of the cellar ; others, parti-* 
cularly the various roots, celery, &c. are laid 
up in dry sand or mould. But the most in- 
dispensable article with the Russian is the 
cucumber, of which immense quantities are 
preserved in casks of brine. 

Among the more conoiAon articles of food 
used by the nobility, particularly during their 
fasts, may be named the mushroom, or fangi^ 
of which a great number of gepera a»d species 
are eaten. They have various modes of 
preserving them, the more common one 
being^ to dry them in a gentle heat; and ako 
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as many vrays of faseparing then fw die 
table. 

The feUowing are a few only of the ftmgi 
uai^ as artides of food in this country >— . 

Agariois compestris* 

K tonnentosus. 

~ — f— involutus* 

lactifliius p^rattts. 

• lactifluus ruber. 

■ lactifluus dididosus. 

russula esculenta. 

— — eandicinus. 



' romceus. 



Boletus edulis reticidatus* 

f edulis non retieulatus autiwmalis. 

"; ■. ■ scaber. 

aucantius. 

— ~— aniBd«Ui& 
— -*— (lipefcatus. 

■ ■ ' ■ " caistaaeujl 

Bundi.iiiartdi^L ) 

>MoreIls. 
Spitz moMoel, > 

Cdavaria pyxidata« 

Hydnmii Imfaricatuiii, ka^ &e. 
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The quantity and variety of vegetable oils 
made use of would astonish a stranger; the 
most delicate is that exprrased f rom the seeds 
of the sun-flower^ and prepared by enclosing 
them in bags and steeping in warm water, 
after which the oil is. expressed; this is 
actually as sweet as butter. Linseed and 
nut oils are more commonly used by the lower 
classes. A very fine oil is also prepared 
from mustard seed; and large. quantities of 
olive oil are importJBd for the use of the 
nobility. 

During fast times, the pastry and path given 
you with the soup, are prepared with oil 
instead of butter, and I have' occasionally 
found them rancid. 

A variety of articles, accommodated to the 
taste of the lower orders, wre, as in othergreat 
cities, vended in the open i^eets ; the follow- 
ing, however, may be considered as peculiar 
to St. Petersburg, — a kind of ^buek-wheat 
cake, which, when the purchaser recaives 
his portion, is feathered with common oil, by 
way of sauce; peas-pudding cuf finlio dlUces, 
and vended in the same relishini^ manner ; 
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fish pies, with crust round the edges, and 
oil poxn^d over the fish; the offal parti of 
animal food; hard boiled eggs; boiled pota- 
toes, &c. 

A variety of drinks are also carried about 
with the same intention; as the Zboten, prepared 
from honey, or treacle ^.nd water, with herbs 
added to give it a flavour ; this, when cold, is 
carried about in glass vessels, and, when hot, in 
metal ones. Occasionally a better kind of 
Zboten is prepared from the juice of cran- 
berries, pears, prunes, or other fruits, sweetened 
with honey. Another beverage, is the Kvass, 
which is brewed with rye-flower, and some- 
times flavoured with aromatic herbs, and which 
is carried in the preparation t > a slight acetous 
fermentation ; this may be considered the sub- 
stitute for English small-beer. There is, 
however, a superior Kvass^ named Buza, pre- 
pared from sifted flower and malt; and a 
third, named Kisloy-stchee, from the finest 
wheat-flower, and which is deliciously effer- 
vescent. Mead is also much used. Independent 
of the above beverages, there are, in this city, 
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]fu*jg^ breweries of $uperior ale and porter, 
wxch as would i¥>t be despised in England* 
The principal brewer is Mn A. CaiEelet. 

Tea, ready prepared, is, also, constantly 
selling in the streets, particularly in add 
weather* 
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CHAPTER X. 



Religpion of the Russians— -Baptismal ceremony — Marriage 
ceremony — Minerals — ^Visits to the tombs of deceased 
relativeftr-*The blessing of the waters. 

No coiutry in tbe WQrld is more tolerant wUh 
respect to religioos qpuajons tb^n Rusiia^ for 
although it adapts the^ doctrines of the Greek 
chtifdiy which in many pmnls resemMe those 
(oS Boin0, yet ft pmnits the free e^rcise of 
eveiy other form and creed. 

The Gireek di^s chiefly from the Romeua 
catfa^c church in denying the supremacy of 
the pop^y the emperw being at its head, and 
the tedleaiastical goveramenty undw hini^ 
vested iQ a tnetropotitan, archlwihQpSy and 
iHshqpa Itb oQOiftitujUQii cottihins^ in it an 
ipundDslty of sftparsttliitt, md^ dthougfa it 
disckima the micshijp ^ inkhgs^, ndmitii the 
mediation of saints, with pictures of whpm 
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the churches abound ; it observes also a great 
number of fasts, encourages monasteries, and 
prescribes celibacy amongst the higher orders 
of its priests, although the parish priests are 
permitted to marry once. 

I believe it maintains many peculiar views 
with respect to the sacraments and nature of 
the Divine essence, which I shall not pretend 
to discuss^ but confine myself to a description 
of some of the more common ceremonies which 
I had opportunities of witnessing. 

The baptismal ceremony always takiBS place^ 
in a few days after birth, and consists of a 
complete immersion in water, accompalnied by 
various rites. The water used, being first con- 
secrated, is placed in a sufficiently capacious 
vessel in th6 middle of the room where the 
ceremony is performed, and then encircled by> 
the company. The priest, now receiving- 
the child iii his arms, after a preliminsory^ 
pr«lyer^ enquires its sex from the sponsors,' 
and th^ii proceeds to place around its neck a< 
consecrated' cross, attached to a gQld cbain^ 
at riband, according to the circumstanced of 
its parehts. 



Digitized 



by Google 



• BAPVISIIAL OBEBIKWY. 139^ 

A small pdrtioR of hair is then, at three 
several times, talcen by the clerical assistaiit 
from the head of the child, kneaded up wkh a 
portion of wax,, and given to the godfather or 
godmother, as the sex may happen to be, who 
places it upon the surface <^ the water; if it 
swims this is regarded as a propi^us omen ; on 
the>contrary , its falling to the bottom is an indi* 
cation of the child's premature departure from 
this sublunary scene; either of whidi results 
might at pleasure be determined by the pecu- 
liar, form given to the Wax. 
' . The priest next eiiqiiii'es the name, and as 
it is anncmnoed plunges the infant into the 
water; after which it is placed in a wrapper, 
and according to its sex, given to the male 
or female spousw, who then carries ittfare^ 
times abound: the vessel, {^receded by the priest 
ofeinug up prayers and followed by the other 
{sponsoi^. .' After this > thei child is coiEtoitted to 
the care of the nurse. The priest now direels 
the sponscus to turn thear bac^s towards him, 
and spit three times on ^: ground, with the 
vtow of ejecting the evil i^lt- THbe ceremony, 
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if perfi^rmed in private^ eooducbs biy present- 

iag i^freshsoeiits to the oom^ny. 

, Ooe pin^iikir dreumstance itemaiiis to be 

notkn^y vrhioh isy that ^ucAi persons as have 

offi6iai»d together as sponsors are^ by the 

iGree^c churdh, afterwards interdieted from 

interottjrrying. 

I had the gratiication, by particular &voiu% 
of being present at the reception into Chrks*- 
tianity of the Princess Olga, or Olivia, daughter 
of the Gfsuntd-Doke Nicholas, which was cele** 
brated in the chapel €3i the beaatifiil Tauiade 
palace, the dowager empress perscHially offici- 
ating as godmother. The epremony was sub^ 
fstap^ially as above described; but as all the 
tplendoiir of the church and opurt wen dis^ 
f^yedon the oceayrion, Om efiidet was, ofoEnirse^ 
ineirt imposing. Her imperial majesty, vixi 
was majgnificeiitly attired, I am a9|s<|red^ weint 
tlbeugii her part^of the oerettiony with wa^ 
ii&iivl grade and dignity. 
-' Maiiriage is, p^ips move in JEhissia tfaait 
in Miy oiher ciountry, a oDbtraet of comtb^ 
iAami^i ratliw tbi^ an engagemept of tiie 
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heart. TUis is, however, an ofaBerVation mme 
particularly illustrated aaioiigst the lower 
classes ; for instance, if the mother of a famfly, 
from age, or any other cause, becomes incapa- 
ble of attending to faer domestic occapatioiiis^ 
an enquiry is set on foot to find out a stout, 
healthy young woman, able to undertake 
the charge, to whom one of the sona, although 
only a child, is {mmodiately married. 

A friend (tfmineonce witnessed the iiicl[id*oi|8 
circumstance of a stout young womtBtn, of 
tw«tity*seven, carrying off, in her arms, her 
husband, a boy of eight years, who had beeii 
amusing himself at babki, a game played with 
sheep's bones. 

Marriage is often brought about by the in- 
tervention of friends, without reference to Ihe 
inclinations of the parties; nay, occasionaSy, 
without th6ir having |ireviously seieneach other. 

The peculiarities of the marriage ceifemony 
iii Russia have long been notorious. Many, 
howler, of the mdre singular and barbarous 
customs, which fortneiiy prevailed, have giveii 
way under the light of civilization, although 
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enough yet remaiiKS to interest, attd occasion^' 
ally disgUst, the traveller* " 

I was fortunate enough to have been prea^at 
at the different ceremonies observed in the 
families of two wealthy merchants, which I 
shall take the opportunity of describing; I 
shall, however^ previoiisly introduce an account 
of another, which I have been favoured with 
by a friend, as illustrating some pdint^^ chiefly 
preliminary, which did not come nnAer toy 
own immediate observation. 

My friend, who was particularly intimate 
with a part of the bride's family, had accom- 
panied them one day to pay a visit of cdngn^ 
tulation to a relative of the family of the bride- 
groom. On their return, she could not avoid 
noticing a whisper amongst the party, which 
she afterwards found to have arisen from a sug- 
gestion thrown out by the lady they had been 
visiting, of the eligibility of a matrimonial 
connexion between her nephew and a young 
lady of their family. The proposal was well 
relished, and nothing remained but to open 
the affitir with the parties themselves, who 



Digitized 



by Google 



BRIDAL PR£S£NTS* 143 

f 

were at this time wholly unacquainted with 
the subject on the tapis* A series of visits 
were arranged for this purpose, and the bait 
was readily taken on both sides ; and, on the 
fourth visit, the gentleman made his declara- 
tion in form, and was freely accepted, on the 
lady- being assured that it was a desiraUe 
connexion. In a day or two after, aocompc^ 
nied by his intended bride and his sister, and 
taking an image with them, they presented 
themselves before his mother, and received 
her benediction. 

From this time all was bustle and confu- 
sion. Milliners, dress-makers, and every other 
kind of work-people, were put into immediate 
requisiticHi, to prepare the bride's wardrobe ; a 
matter of no small import, as she was to be 
provided with twelve dozen of every article of 
personal and household linen. The bride- 
groom is also to be presented with twelve 
dozen of shirts and handkerchiefs. 
: This custom of nmking bridal presents is 
certainly not peculiar to the Russians ; but, 
perhaps, there is no part of the world where 
it is carried to a greater extent. Amongst the 
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rich nobility^ immeose sums are 6&kn thus 
e3q)6nded. When the Counttos Strogonoff 
married Prince Galitzin, about two years 
since, the picture-gallery of her father's palace 
16 said to have been crowded with articles 
furnii^ed on the occasion, so as to have re- 
sembled a bazaar. Amongst others, were 
immense numbers of the richest shawls, a 
silver dressing-table, basin, and ew^r, with a 
prcrfusion of perfumeries and other matertet 
ibr the toilet ; and of shoes alone, there were 
no less than five hundred pairs — ^the whole 
reputed to have cost half a million of roubles. 

I may here take the opportunity of re- 
marking, that marriage in Russia gives the 
hui^and no controul over his wife's property J 
at her death, she can dispose of it as she 
{deases. Nor does this merely affect her own 
inheritance ; her husband can thus vest in her 
any part, or the whole, of his own property, 
and cheat his creditors with impunity. 

To return to my friend^ narrative. On 
the day before the wedding, the whole <A 
these paraphernalia were submitted to public 
view, and most minutely inspected by the 
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visitors, the price of each.article being dosdy 
inquired into. A cold collation was laid otit 
on the occasion, for those who chose to par- 
take of it 

At length the happy day arrived : the bride's 
party dined enfamilley after whidi she retired 
to her chamber. Her hair was first dressed, 
and then her younger relatives began to attire 
her in the marriage-garments. When this 
was half completed, two oi her brothers were 
separately introduced, to put on her stockings 
and shoes, each drawing on one, of course 
only over the ancle, and so far as to admit the 
shoe upon the foot; and as each article of 
dress was put on, she made the sign of the 
cross. When completed, her dress was sim- 
ply elegant, consisting of white satin, trimmed 
with rich blonde lace, every part being new. 
On her head was a coronet of diamonds, with 
a bouqtiet of pearls, secured with diamond 
pins ; she also wore a diamond necklace and 
ear-rings. 

The whole' party, comprising the nearest re- 
latives of the happy couple, now proceeded to 
the privi^chap^l of the bridegroom's relatives, 
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where the nuptial ceremony was performed. 
This cmiduded, they retired to the residence 
of the brklegroom, where aii elegant supper 
was provided, to which, however, none but 
relatives, and no unmarried females, were 
admitted. At the conclusion of this repast^ 
the bride was conducted to her chamber by 
her female friends, who assisted in substituting 
an elegant robe de change for her wedding* 
garments, her diamond head-dress being re- 
placed by a beautifid cap of Meckle]ri>u]^ 
lace, trimmed with pink satin ribands The 
bridegroom and his friends were iiow per- 
mitted to enter, and the health of the new 
married pair was drank in champaigne. AD 
now retired again, with the exception of the 
ladies, who remained to put the bride to bed i 
after which the w}K>le party returned to their 
respective homes. 

The wedding which I had the opportunity 
of personally witnessing, had also be^i Dlade 
up between the friends of the parties, the fint 
proposal coming fM(m those of the bride- 
groom, and being deemed, too good an ofliir 
to be refuMdy the young lady, as^ jret onty 
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ftyorteeri y^ars of age^ was famrried from scfedol^ 
in order to consummitei the imi6iL 

Previous to the nuptials, ho#ever^ a sermt 
6f entertainments were, according to eustonif 
after hetrofhing, given by thb fiiends of the^ 
btide, and which, after th6 marriage, were re^ 
turned by those of the bridegitoom. 

Ouj^^itst visit was, therefore, to the fathef 
of the bride, who was one of the modeni^ 
refined Russian merchants; that is^ he did 
not weter a beieird, and knew how to converse 
in French. On entering the room, he received 
us with a kiss oH each cheek, Welcoming us in 
the most polite and cordial manner, and 
thanking us for the honour we heA dt>ne him. 
tte then conducted ui^ to an iilner apietrtment, 
atid, with his own hand, presented each of us 
with a glass of champaigne. A crowd of ser^ 
vants now encircled lis, offering a variety of 
refredim^its, as diocolate, or tea^ succeeded 
by punch, swecltmeats, fruits, and wines. 

After this we mixed with the company, some 
jdining in the dance, others recoimoitrihg the 
ysbri6iiu&apertifnents,or partidpotingin whatever 
aJatuiisemeAt wasnidfitcon^^Bftl w^ 
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The vwipiis ro(»ns were all most elegantly 
furnished and decorated; one, however, de- 
serves particular notice : in its centre^ was a 
large table covered with linen to the floor, but 
fi^tooned around, and decorated with flowers ; 
its surfece was crowded with the choicest fruits, 
and ornamented with temples, pyramids, and 
festoons of flowers, the whole brilliantly illumi- 
nated with lustres. At the further end of this 
table, was a sofa placed under a canopy, for 
the occasional retirement of the bride and 
bridegroom, the former a plump little girl, 
quite native in her manners, although not very 
lively; her dress was most splendid, her head 
decorated with a diamond tiara ; and she, also, 
wore a rich necklace of the same precious gem. 
The sofa, however, was so placed as scarcely to 
leave them visible, unless you approach with 
the express intention of seeing them, a pro- 
ceeding by no means deemed an intrusion. 

On this sofa the happy pair freely indulged 
in a variety of amorous toyings ; in short, it is 
regarded a necessary part of the ceremony to 
afibrd the company, in this way, repeated indi- 
cations of ittf^piness ; and althcnigh^ from their 
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position behind the table, their persons might 
not be actually visible, the loud kisses whicb 
passed between them were sufficiently audible. 

After dancing had continued for soitie time, 
a man In the attire of a peasant was introduced, 
who sung a Variety of national songs, in a 
pleasing manner. These songs produced a 
vary ludicrous effisct on one of the company, a 
bearded gentleman, said to be a tutor, and who 
appeared to be well-lined with punch ; this 
man was so delighted, . that he kept strQking 
and kissing the beard of the singer alfeiy 
nately for some time after be had eondu^ted. 
The dancing wias . now resumed, and kept up 
until four o'clock, when it terminated with 
a polonaise; after which the company ^so^ 
down to a most sumptuous supper, comprising 
every delicacy of the season, and a variety of 
excellent wines. 

During the supper, a long. series. of toasts 
were given, at the announcement of each 
of which a herald exclaiined, ^^ touched wh^ 
a flourish of trumpets took place, and' th^ 
band struck up a lively air; each toast 
.was accompanied by three qheers, and 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



160 CONCLUSION or THE CEREMONIES. 

on the oeoasjon of our hose's health beiiig 
4rank, we threw Gar glassy over our heads 
upon the gTound, whidi was regarded as % 
most lUstinguisbed honour paid to him; s^r 
this, the foreign visitors chaired both him and 
4he bridegroom, and carried them around the 
4able. 

Towaerd seven in the morning, the entertain^ 
ment concluded by the English part of the 
companyilfincing a Scotch reel, to the no small 
4^1ight.of the natives* We then saluted the 
bride again and again, and took leave of our 
q[>irited host, who gave us many embtaces^ 
fmd a pressing invitation to his next party* 

Fromtheabovespedmens.of a Russian mec- 
diant^s festival, an inference will necessarily 
<he drawn of his ^eat wealth, in which reqpect 
^soine of these people, in their entertainments, 
vie with the richest of the nobility. They are, 
however, ^notwit^bstandipg, looked upon by the 
latter as an inferior race of beings, witln whom 
it .would be a degradation to associate. It is 
tbeir wealth only which gives them conse- 
quence ; and as most of them have originally 
been slaves, and brought up in the grossest 
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ignoranoe, it is Mi feuririrtsiiigthttt fev motives 
of honour <nr moraMty abonid ihterfer^ ^ntk 
thmr uutumoi acquiring money. In cunning 
and tbe art of over^reai^ingy they yieUt not 
to the Chinese tfaemaelvesy but such is thedefi* 
eiency of thrir educafioh, that jfew of ihem are 
able to transact busmess by the most donunon 
iHiies of arilfamelie ; for tfab purpose they make 
isie ci an iisrtrmncnt named the stohot, rei^ 
analogous in its principle with the Chinese 
swan-pan, from which it has probably been'de^ 
rived.* These deficiencies are, however, the 
results of a neglected education, not of a want 
of natural genius; ft>r some h^ve succeed^ in 
breaking through the trammels of opposing 
circumstances, and attained eminence in the 
arts and sciences of their country* The cele- 
iHfttted architect of the Cazan diurch was of 
this ckss, and originally a slave to Count 
Streg<Hiofil 

What tends much to prevent the advanne^ 

mmt of this important dass of the Russian 

. nation is^ that whatever ricbes ihey may Wr 

* For an account of die stckot, mo App0kida~&. 
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qake^ tbe law pteckidies theu from beooBiiD|^ 
landed proprietors ; the j are dOowed, hxmmet^ 
to purdhase and build houMs, the oansequesioe 
of whidi is that a large part of St. Petarsbiifg 
belongs to them. More pains, is also taking cf 
their education, and it is to be expected that 
the prejudices and restrictioiis wi<h regard to 
them will eventually be removed. In shorty 
they may already be occasionally seen in the 
soctety of people of rank. Such is the all* 
powerful influence of gold> 



• This yellow slave 



Will make black, white ; Ibfil, fair ; base, noble ; 
And give them tide, knee^ and approbation 
With senators on the bench." 

The marriages of the Russians are generally 
celebrated on a Sunday, and always in the 
evening. This was the case in the present 
instance. At the end of a fortnight after thA 
above entertainment, the marriage was soIem<- 
nized in the Gazan church; on which occa- 
sion, I had the satisfitction of being present. 
Previous to setting out to church, the bride 
and bridegroom presented themselves on their 
knees bdbre their respective par^itl;, en- 
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tfeatk^. tlieir fiM^veness of past offitaees-ttiid 
im;4druig blessai^ on^ tlmr fiiture prospects. 
In Ujkea of aequieisoeDoe, the pajnents gut^ 
them an image, aoeompaiiyiiig it with many 
tears and eaibraoes* Immediately after this 
ceremony, the party set out for the ehurd^ 
but, what is strange, the pjeurants themsdyes 
are forbidden to be present, although among 
the higher ranks the jmests ooeasionally oon* 
cede this point. 

On entering the church, which on the present 
occasion was crowded by numbers whom ciui- 
osity had attracted to witness the ceremony, 
the parties being . in high consideration, the 
bride and bridegroom were conducted to a 
tempomry altar erected in the middle of it; 
opposite to them were ranged the priest and 
Ui? friends oi the parties. The bridegroom, 
with the bride, sjtood upon a rich carpet, their 
atjteiidaiAs, or the groomsonen, as they are 
called in. Ei^la|id, .being placed behind them. 

The priest, having {presented them with 
a , lighted wax*taper, which they received 
with all possible respect, at the same time 
kiissing hk h^nd^ i^ow commenced the prayeiis 
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iaippropiriated for the oeeafikm, in whkii ib&y 
•ecmeiirTed, by oecasionflUy ipakiiig tibe mga of 
tbecrofis. Two erowii^ a larger andsmalkrone^ 
imw now broi^t forward^ wbkfti, after hmng 
x^nseoratedj wero presented by the priest, the 
hu^er one to the bridegroom, the leisser one to 
the bride, who kissed them, crosskig them- 
mivw at the same time. The priest now gave 
these crowns to the attendants, who held them 
over the heads of the respective parties. Hie 
whole then made, thyee times, a cireuit of 
the altar, jNreceded by the priest, the grocmn^- 
men still holding the crowns over the heads df 
&e bride and bridegroom, the priest now 
conseorated two rings, after which he pre- 
sented €»ie to the bride, and the other to 
the bridegroom, who respectively kissed, and 
returned them to him, when he placed one 
cm the finger of the bridegroom, and united 
their hands. Hie husband tten placed Ae 
other ring on the finger of his wife, and 
embraced l^r. Another circuit was made 
round the temporary altar, from which the 
wedded pair now retired, approacUrng thb 
larger altdir, wfiich, as in all 6r6ek thurii^efl, 
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mmi surraimded by the pietiireB of sftinte ; imn 
itbey macte devotional otwisanoes to their 
patron ones; after which, on retiring there^ 
firom, the whole company began to offer their 
4X)iigratulations. 

The oereoQimy being thus CQochMied^ the 

party returned to the house of the bride% 

Ather, where a splendid entertaiiment was 

giiren to a select party, previous to the wedded 

pair retirii^to the nuptial bed. 

' ^Qn the foUowing evening, I attended the 

wedding ball, at the reisidence of the bridie- 

.groom's lather; .the amusements of "Sfhicfa 

were very similar to what I had previoudy 

participated in at the Inrlde's father's, only, as 

Jlhe house was larger, it admitted of l2iings 

being effBcted on a more extensive scale. In 

addition, the bride's chamber was to be ^een, 

in which the various presents of plate, diiqa, 

6ec. yifege ranged in order arc^imd the room. 

The ^nce was kept up with gveat sphit 
until nearly five o^cloek, wh^a to the disap- 
pointinent of many, idastead a( sitting down to 
a splradid supper, Ibe party broke up ; in feet, 
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diiuBt^r hcid not conduced befwe twdye o'eli^, 
Mid therefore a supper was thougjbt mperfluous^ 
there was, however, an abundanoe of every 
kind of refreshment, wines, &c &c. 

Among the higher classes in this country^ 
no ceremony is more imposiqg than that 
solemn one which drops' the curtain upoii 
all sublunary scenes, when the mute subject 
lies unconscious of the tokens of re^ct paid 
him by his surviving relatives. For some days 
after death, the body is exposed in state in the 
-chief apartment of the house, surrounded by all 
the paraphernalia adapted for the occasion. A 
train of servants, in deep mourning, usher you 
through suites of apartments hung with fu- 
ngal livery, and lighted by wax candles.' At 
length you reach the apartment where thie 
body lies, extended on the state bed, in a 
splendid coffin, covered with crimson velvet; 
the. escutcheon {daced at the foot, and a. su- 
^perbly d^corated canopy at the head of the 
.bed ; the whole bed, as well as vcirious parts 
. of the walls of the room, which are hung with 
black drapery, are illuminated with immense 
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wax flambeainc, while a number of prieiU oM 
in attendance who offer up consent prayers for 
the soul of the deoeased* 

The corpse itself is attired in its best doth* 
ii^;. or in an expensire substitute for it; or if 
the individual held any situation under govern^ 
ment^ in his appropriate tuiiform. This cus- 
tom ied to a singular occurrence on the de- 
cease of the late General Alabief. ADt^r his 
interment, a bill of thirty thousand roubles 
was missing ; suspicion fell upon his secretary, 
who was threatened with a prosecution, unless 
it was reproduced. Unable to account for the 
deidency, the idea at lei^h occurred to him, 
that the paper might have been buried with 
his master; the coffin was opened and the 
bill found safe in the general's podcet ! 

0n the day of the funeral, the streets 
through which it passes are strewed with 
cypress leaves. The coffin with its lid 
on, but as yet unsecured, is placed on a 
rich car, with the canopy before mentioned 
over it, suj^rted by six wooden pillars, and 
carried by men in deep mourning; The pro- 
ceasi<m now marches slowly towards the 
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«terch, pfiec^ed by nnmerdus ^^hmiteni; trito 
chanVais it advimces, the roost aflbcting and 
solemn dirges. Sucoe^tng to these cameah 
imn^nse huhiber of priests, attired in their 
dmciJ robbs. Behind the car, the relativM 
of^ie deceased foUoW, with th^r heads unco-^ 
i^red; such as are military men, in fiA 
unifohn ; or if they hold sitnations at courts 
in th^ir richeist court-dressej^. Ladies Ire-^ 
quently join in the prdcessibh, some on fobt^ 
others in carriages ; and the carriages of the 
relieitives htmig up the rear. 

Havii^ entered the church, the coffin is 
placed on a bier, with the canopy over it ; the 
lid is removed, and the rebttives and attend* 
ants take their stations on each side. The 
prayers now commence, accompanied by the 
most solemn vocal and instrumental music; 
dlis part of the ceremony contihiiing for not 
less than two hours. At its condiision, the 
fether conieissor of the deceai^ reads aloud 
the contents of a scroll of pap^r, 'consisting of 
k imrdon for his sins, and which is then, t<^e* 
ther with a piece of m6ney, placed In the 
hilnd of the ckfiarted Ohristian. These h«ay 
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be considered as his passports into the other 
world.* 

The mourners and other attendiatnt^ now, 
one by one, take thdr final leave of their de- 
parted relative and friend, by embracing his 
corpse ; the lid is then secured, and the coffin 
once more placed on the car, for the purpose 
of being conv^ed to its last earthly habita-^ 
tion — ^the family vault. The company now 
enter their carriages, and return to tlie house 
of the deceased, where a splendid entertain- 
ment is provided for them. 

It will readily be conceived that tfieexpences 
attending such a funeral must be very con- 
siderable. In the instance of Prince Plata^ 
2aub6ff, who was lately buried at the ^relna 
Monastery, they are said to have amounted to 
nearly a hundred thodsand roubles; aiid the 
eaaoqpy nded atlhe desth of Madame NSarish- 
kan akMoe cost six thoiisaind 'roubles. 

It is: customary: in Russia, on the anniVer^ 
sarks^tftfae^deatli of any respected relative^ 

* SeeAppe&diixF. 
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to make a solemn visit to fais tomb. The fol- 
lowing account of the honours paid in this 
way by his present imperial miyesty, to the 
manes of his father, Paul, at the church ci the 
fortress, was communicated to me by a friend* 

As the imperial family approa<^hed the 
place of sepulture, its was met by 4he metro- 
politan and heads of the clergy, accompanied 
by the governor of the city. The procession 
then entered the church in the following 
order: — 

First came the clergy, in their respective 
orders and full canonicals; after them fol- 
lowed the eitiperor, in militsury uniform, with 
the two ^npiiesses, one on each side of ^him, 
both being in d^ep mourning afid covered 
by black veils; next came the Grand Duke 
Nicholas, leading his duchess, iandihenUhe 
Grand Duke Michael, accompanied by the go- 
vernor. The whole stationed themselves near 
the tcHnb, without the railing. The dowager 
empress was now conduct^ by the emperor 
within the enclosure of the tomb, where she 
continued for a considerable time, in the act 
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of prayer, and in frequent apparent agitation^ 
his majesty having, during this time, returned 
to his former station. 

Her majesty's devotions having concluded, 
the emperor, with all the other members of 
the imperial family, one by one in succession^ 
according to their rank, approached, and, on 
their knees, impressed three distinct kisses, 
first on the tomb, and then on the pave* 
ment, crossing themselves at the commence- 
ment and termination of this their participa- 
tion in the ceremony. The emperor now 
conducted his mother from out of the chapel; 
after which the party returned to the winter 
palace. It ought to be added, that the whole 
of this impressive ceremony was accompanied 
by the most affecting vocal music. 

There is, however, one day of the year 
more particularly held sacred to the memory 
of the dead, the 2;3d of October, (O. S.) when 
most of the lower orders repair to the churches 
and burial grounds, taking with them a quan- 
tity of rice^ biaked yrith honey, for the pur- 
pOfie of haviujg it blessed by the priests, 
9ft^ which they return home to eat it, pro^ 

VOL. I. M 
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nonAeing at the time the names ot their 
4^pa]ted friends, and taking care to comfort 
themselves with no small quantity of brandy. 
, . When the death of any rich person is ex* 
jMMdBd, it is by no means uncommon for an 
vndertaker to bribe the servants to admit 
him to some private room of the house, in 
Qitler that he may be the first to measure 
the corpse for the coffin, and thus secure the 
funeral arrangements. Whatever property 
Mis in the way of the servants, is regarded 
by them as fair plunder, provided they ha\^ 
the address to steal it undetected* 

As soon as a person dies, his effects are 
placed undei^ the seal of proper authorities, 
the dilatoriness of whose proceedings in its 
distribution iis such, that the relatives make it 
a rule to possess themselves of all the move- 
eibUl^ they can, before annoutiding the event. 

I shall describe oiie more religious ceremony, 
named the « Btesjing pf the Waters^'' and 
which is observed annttaUy on die mining 
of llie 6ih of January, O. S. 

On this occaision, after divi&6 service in th^ 
cfhKpd df th« "Wi&ikr pafaee^ the etnpmft, 
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aocomfmnied by the various Btembers of (he 
imperial family, the clergy, and diifefcmt pub- 
lic functionaries, repairs in grand procesGricni 
to the Neva, where a large and qplendid 
pavilion, decorated with paintings from sub-^ 
jects in holy writ, is erected over an opening 
Cut tlirough the ice. 

The order of procession is as follows: — 
First come the choir, singing appropriate 
hymns, and followed by the archbishops, 
bishops, and inferior clergy, the former ha** 
bited in richly embroidered i^bes, with their 
episcopal mitres on th4ir heads, beset mth 
pearls ninA brilliants, and wearing also the 
splendid crosses of the orders of St. Alexander 
Ne&ky and St. Vladimir. This whole body 
of priests, with their long white beards, 
makes a remarkably venerable appearance. 
Next in the procession is the emperor, at- 
tended by his officers of siatfr, and followed 
by the grand dukes and a numerous train of 
Ihenobllity. 

On enfterilig the pavilion, the emperor 
»ii4 Ms eoure uncover their heads, and, not-> 
Witbstandtng the ihtetitse severity <tf the wea-> 
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ther, remain in this state throughout the 
ceremony. The whole now arrange them- 
selves in their respective situations, and the 
archhishop proceeds to bestow his benediction 
on the waters of the river. A cup full is 
taken from it, with which he in succession 
sprinkles the emperor, his brothers, and the 
whole party, each respectfully kissing his 
hand on receiving the holy fluid. 

The procession now returns to the palace, 
in the same order as before, amidst salutes 
of cannon ^lax: the fortress ; after which a 
splendid breakfast is partaken of. 

In . Catharine the Second's time the ladies of 
the court used to join in the ceremony; they 
ipow, however, in consequence of the severe 
cold, merely witness the procession from the 
windows of the palace. 

The crowds which assemble on tl|e occasicm 
are immense:; and such is the opinion enter- 
tainied.by aU (d^asses, fromt the palace to. the 
cottage, of the virtues of the blessed water^ 
4hat thousands, of vessels full are taken from 
the river, to be re$erved as n^pcmoceai against 
©very disprdw to w|ii^ the human body is 
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incidental.* Nay, notwithstanding the rigour 
of the season, numberless mothers take their 
infants to be baptized in^the river; and I 
have been informed that, on such occasions, 
the hands of the officiating priest have some* 
times been so benumbed by cold, that the 
child has been known to slip through his 
fingers, when the current has immediately, 
and irretrievably, carried it under the ice. In 
this case, the mother readily consoles her- 
self in the firm belief, that an infant^ thus 
drowned in holy water, goes llie shortest way 
to heaven. 



.* A foreign gentleman being seized one day with a fit of 
the cholic, the lady of the house administered to him a glass 
of this blessed water, under the full impression that it would 
immediately cure him : unfortunately, however^ it ag)gmyate4 
the complaint, which was attributed to his want of faith. The 
husband now prescribed a glass of Cogniac, which proved 
more efBcacioas on the stomach of the unbelieta*. 
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CHAPTER XL 



The Commerce of Russia. 



The eictensive intercourse I had the ojqmrta* 
nity of enjoymg during my residence in 8t 
Petersburg, with many of its more eminent 
merchants, induces me to offer a few remarks 
respecting l}ie commercial relations of Russia 
yriiln pther countries, but more particularly 
Giteat BHtain. 

In the first place, I beg to observe, that, by 
the prohibitory ^system, a considerable altera* 
tion appears to have lately taken place with 
regard to those relations. Other causes, have 
also combined to deteriorate them; even so far 
back as the time of Catharine the Second, a con- 
siderable jealousy began to be evidenced on the 
part of Russia ; the temporary influence which 
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the French attained trom the year 1807 to 1812, 
tended materially to aggravate this unfriendly 
disposition; and the profesjsed object of the 
government is, at the present time, to render 
themselves entirely independent of other coun- 
tries, by encouraging niative qdama&ctories of 
every description ; a line of policy, however, 
which has been carried into efisct with so little 
judgment, as to have almost universally felled 
in its execution, notwithstanding many of the 
measures adopted to promote it have beefi 
most decided and energetic ;^ such as assisting 
individuals with loans of moiiey for staled 
periods, the absolute probibitiOa of many fo- 
re^ manufactures, and the imposition of 
high duties on others, besides affording many 
other important advantages inleikdad td encou- 
rage the object in view. 

The actual result of these measures has been, 
that the Russian manufacturer, unable to pfo^ 
duce the finer articles so c^eap as they can be 
supplied from other countries, and availing 
himself of the extensive contraband trade, 
whidi the government, from their great line of 
frontier, has not the power to suppress, has 
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attached bis mark to foreign goods and ven<kd 
them as his own. In short, this system of the 
Russian government has generally terminated 
in the ruin of the manufacturer, so that even- 
tually the former has been glad to seize upon 
the remaining property of the latter, in oi*der 
to reimburse itself for the money that has 
been advanced. ' f^ 

The above pernicious system is, however, 
further subversive of the morality of the peo- 
ple, since it holds out to them the strongest 
inducement to engage in illicit traffic, and 
iwhich, I am assured, is carried on to an almost 
inc]?^ible extent, principally through the in«* 
terrention of the Jews. It is also, at the same 
time, injurious to the revenue, which would, 
without doubt, be better promoted by a r^ieal 
of the prohibitory laws, and the imposition of 
moderate duties on the various articles of 
foreign produce. 

It can scarcely be imagined, that the go^ 
vemment is unaware of the injurious ten^ 
dency of their measures; — to what then can 
their persistence in them be attributed? with<^ 
out' doubt they are considerably influenced by 
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a spirit of retaliation for the restrictions im* 
posed by the British govemYnent on the im^ 
portation of their linen and sailcloths. They 
alledge, however, that the diminution of the 
duties would occasion an excess of the imports 
over the exports, and thus lead to the ruin of 
their manufacturers. Specious as this may 
appear in reason, it is futile in fact, since every 
one acquainted with Russian commerce knows 
that, as the affair now stands, the imports, in con- 
sequence of the illicit trade, have actually and' 
virtually much exceeded the exports, although 
the custom-house documents do not make it 
appear; and this, of course, without the due 
advantage being derived by the revenue itself. 
Would it not be better for Russia, until her 
population has materially increased to discon- 
tinue all manufactures excepting those of her 
native raw material, the barter of which would^ 
in all probability, be equivalent to the intro- 
duction of her necessary foreign conunodities 
and luxuries? since it is l}y no means probable 
that the demand fi>r the latter would be greater 
than the former Would be capable of covering. 
It is an ack]»>wledged axibm^ that inci^ased 
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impoTt» will be productive oi ibereued ex- 
ports, nod vice versa; for the strenm of com- 
foerce, lijce that of water, has a tendeiicy to 
keep its level ; so that you cannot detract from 
fflie extremity without producing a determiDa«- 
lioft tQ H from the other, 

As DMttters now irtand, the English m^rehant 
is no gwftt gain^ hy his (^<mnexiw irith Bw* 
sia; fi>r the ohstructioos he meets with are 
innumerable, and certain to do away with any 
Competent profit ; he has not merely to eon- 
tend with prohibitions, excessive duties, and 
obscure tari£&, but with the necessity of an 
immense floating cental ; a variety of oompe- 
titiod ; and the bad faith of the Russian mer- 
ehuints. 

Thellberty of the Britishmerchanthasalsoi^ 
late been materially infringed upon. Previous 
to I8Q16, he was only amenable to the represen- 
tative of his nation, whose pass was his protec- 
tion; Qm privilege he has been derived of, 
and be is now placed on the same footing as 
the common mechaiiKs of the country, and 
liable to be dragged before the lowest courts 
of justitt on evevy trivial occasion. Howdifi- 
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ferent is thi^ traiitmiNit from Vhat our couiMry-* 
men expertenoed during tbe reigo of CathiH 
rine, and which shed a lustre upon them and 
their natkm. 

The Russians, notwithstanding, are under 
the greatest obligations to the English mer<^ 
ehants, by whose ca{Mtal they may be said to 
be supported ; since if the latter enters into 
a ccmtract with the former for the sale and 
delivery of goods at the ex{»ration of she 
months, he is obliged to pay down half^ and 
sometimes the whole money at the time; 
whereas, in the reverse case, of a Russian pur- 
^jbaang from an Englishman, although the 
delivery be immediate, the payment must be 
long deferred ; and yet, at the same time, they 
will deal with the Americans, for barter or 
money, or only short credits. 

In the reign of Catharine the Second, which 
may be regarded as the Augustcm age of the 
country, the exchange, between St. Petersburg 
and London, was as high as forty-eight pence 
for the rouble, while bank-notes and agio 
wese m per cent on silver, in favour of the 
batdc-^iqte; noW) liid exchange is under ten 
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pence per roubH ^^^^ ^ ^o ^wo huadred 
and seventy-five per cent, (it has been at three 
hundred) in favcmr of silver, or rather against 
the bank-note. This is attributable to the 
excess of paper-money arbitrarily issued/ and 
to the impolitic measures of the government. 

Russia, undoubtedly, from the vast extent of 
her territory, and the inunense variety of h&r 
climate, soil, and productions, possesses within 
herself all the elements of extensive commerce. 
When she knows how to avail herself properly 
of the local advantages/ nature has so abun- 
dantly lavished upon her, she will undoubtedly 
become a great comitiercial nation. At present^ 
however, her power, notwithstanding she has 
the vanity to think otherwise, is more ideal 
than real; she may, not unaptly, be resembfed 
to a gigantic child, too little advaiK^d from 
infancy to throw aside external support, with- 
out the risk of injuring those principles which 
are calculated eventually to carry it to man- 
hood. 

As to her trade, it is scarcely, at this time, 
worth the attention of a man of (»ipital ; unless 
he be a Jew, or a smuggler, and well acjjuaipted 
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with every species of chicanery and meanness; 
even such an one, must be possessed of consum- 
mate cunning, and may esteem himself fortu- 
Hate if he succeeds in carrying his point with- 
out the Russian outwitting him. 

To conclude — it appears impossible that the 
emperor can long remain unacquainted with 
the injurious consequences of this system of 
high duties and prohibitions, and from his 
known character, it may be hoped, that he 
will direct it to be altered ; {mrticularly when 
he sees the effects of our new and liberal sys? 
tern of commerce in producing the extension 
of our national power, and the welfare of all 
mankind. 
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CHAPTER Xft 



The Winter at St. Petersburg. 



To ftii Englinrh reader, whose situatic^ aftd 
habits have led him to experience only k sllghft 
difference between the various seasons of the 
changing year, and particularly to the inha- 
bitants of the more genial aiid less tariabl^ 
climate of the south, a short descriptkm oi a 
winter at St. Petersburg may, possibly, prove 
interesting: I shall, therefore, endeavour to 
pourtray the leading features of the one I 
passed in that city. 

The previous summer had proved peculiarly 
warm, and comparatively finer than usual, so 
that it was not until the middle of September, 
that the variability of the weather gave the 
first intimations of the approach of winter, a 
season so highly desirable and important to 
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the Ruissian. We now, indeed, experienced 
so much variability, that I have one hour 
basked in the warmest sunshine, and the next 
been deluged by torrents of rain. Such 
changes certainly, are not exclusively peculiai^ 
to this country ; St. Petersburg, however, ap- 
pears, by nature, more adapted to these tt'ansi^ 
tions than any other city in Europe, in conse-* 
quence bf its situation in the midst of marshes, 
which sfhrd an abundance of exhalationi^. 
The atmosphere, being farther stirehai^ed 
with moisture from the Gulf of Finland on one 
side, and Lake Ladoga on the other, contri* 
butes to make it a repository for the watery 
elements ; it is fortunate, however, that a fre- 
quency of high winds assist in carrying away 
this excessive humidity, by the great evapora* 
tion they occasion. Kraffi states the average 
result of Severed years calculation of the state 
of the weather here, as follows .-^-^Raiii, one 
hundred and three days; snow, seventy-two; 
unsettled, ninety-thnee ; clear and serene wea* 
4her, ninetynseven. 

:Atl^gt!h, No^^^ember was nshei^ in, and 
wilii it^me afi the harbingens of apiHfo&ehing 
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winter. Most of :the femilies who bad been 
enjoying their sununer residences had now 
returned to the city. On the first day of this 
month, the morning broke forth with a gloomy 
appearance ; the thermometer indicated frost, 
and at two oMock it commenced snowing, 
which continued until midnight. The wind, 
however, now veered round to S. W. and for 
some days it became milder again. Many of 
the vessels in the harbour of Cronstadt pre- 
pared to sail with the first fair wind. 

On the 6th the wind changed to the north, 
the weather becoming sensibly colder. We 
now began to experience a regular clear frost,- 
with occasions^ interruptions of snow. 

On the 13th most of the vessels that re- 
mained at Cronstadt sailed; and it was 
reported that a quantity of ice from Ladoga 
Lake had entered the Neva; the communi- 
cation with Cronstadt by steam-boats was, 
consequently, interrupted; and those who re- 
side on the Island, as it is termed, hesitated 
to visit the court side of the Neva. 

When the river closes, the first symptom is 
an appearance of sheets of ice floating dpwn 
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it, SO thin as scarcely to be discernible ; this 
is termed by the Russians, salo, or tallow. 
Quantities of ice are now every instant ex* 
pected down the river, and the proper autho- 
rities are on the alert to remove the bridges^ 
on the instant that it becomes necessary. 
After this, the ice which forms on the border 
of Lake Ladoga separates, and is driven by 
the wind into the current of the Neva ; the 
masi^s here gradually accumulate, and at 
length combine into one solid body. 

On the 15th the thermometer was at seven 
degrees (Reaumur) below freezing; and be- 
fore midnight three of the bridges were re- 
moved. 

On the 1 7th the weather became milder 
again, the thermometer rising to two and 
a half of heat. On the following day, a 
heavy westerly gale came on, and the water 
in the river rose to an unusual height. The 
l»*idges were now replaced: the season, in 
short, is so variable at this time, that it is not 
unusual to remove and replace the bridges 
three or four times, before the river is perma- 
nently closed for the winter. The river now 
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l)pcame f^ from ice, so that the communica- 
tion \vith Cronstadt was renewed, and the 
weather was once more so mild, that the Rus- 
sians began to apprehend an open winter ; to 
them a most serious occurrence, as it inter- 
feres with thpir supplies of provisions by 
i^I^dges from the interior, and renders the 
n^essanes of life unusually dear. The ex- 
pence of transferring all articles of comtnerce 
in Russia, is much less in winter than iir 
summer. 

On the evening of the 25th a sensible 
chc^nge again took place : snow fell, and the 
thermometer indicated two degrees of frosL 
On the 28th we had seven degrees of frost; 
and, on the fpllowing day, large masses of 
ice floating down the Neva, the bridges were 
again taken away. 

Notwithstanding this strong indication,^ 
December came in with a mild aspect, so 
that, on the 2d, the Isaac Bridge was again 
replaced. This open weather continued, with 
little interruption, until the 16th, when the 
thermometer sunk to three degrees of frost ; 
and, on the following^ day, on« of the bridgeyi 
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was, for the last time, removed. It was re^ 
marked, that precisely nine months had now 
ekpsed since the breaking up of the ice of last 
winter; the longest period in which the H^^ 
had ever been known to be free. On th« 
28d of September, (O. S.) 1715, the river was 
completely frozen over in twenty-four hours, 
and continued so unti] the May following; 
such were the great distinctions of the twd 
seasons. There appears little doubt but thftt 
the climate has experienced a material change 
here, so that the winters are neither of th€? 
same intensity, or duration, as formerly; and 
probably this is the result of the land 
being better drained, so that the evaporation 
from its surface is diminished ; while the great 
quantity of wood cleared, from the feoe of the 
country has contributed to diminish the quan- 
tity of humidity. 

On the 21st the current of the river was{ 
again arrested ; the Nev^ was finally closed 
for the season, and its surface destined to 
become the scene of many a joyous sport, ere 
the getiial warmth of spring should restore its 
fluidity. The thermometer stood this day at 
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nine degrees of frost. In six hours after the 
river had closed, a few Russians had the 
hardihood to croiss over it. Notwithstanding 
the precautions of the police, some lives are 
generally lost, in this way, every season. 

As soon as the river was deemed sufficiently 
solid, the police began forming roads across 
it, at the usual ferries, by levelling the ice, in 
which operation they were materially assisted 
by a fall of snow. The line of road was then 
more clearly indicated by fir-trees planted on 
each side, with slips laid in inclined planes^ on 
the banks of the river, to facilitate the passage 
of carriages. ~ The scene now became truly 
animating, the people beginning to cross the 
river in all directions, every one apparently 
gratified at the earnest thus received of a 
permanent winter. 

Soon afterward, the Isaac Bridge was re- 
placed, which was effected -by cutting out the 
ice piecemeal, and forcing it under the surface 
of the main mass, when it is carried away by the 
current of the river. In this manner a channel is 
fornied^ into which the pont()ons are replaced, 
one by one, until the whole are restored ; a 
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more pleasant road is thus made by the bridges, 
than what is afforded by the slips and inclined 
planes of boards before described. 

During the remainder of the month, the 
whole of January, and the commencement of 
February, the frost continued without inter- 
ruption, the greatest intensity of cold being 
on the 5th of February, when the thermometer 
was down at twenty-four degrees of frost, 
equal to twenty-two degrees below zero, of 
Fahrenheit.* 

Whenever the cold exceeds seventeen de» 
grees of frost, the various public amusements, 
as well as private parties, are suspended; 
that is, either do not take place, or break 
up earlier than usual. This regulation was 
adopted in consequence of some coachmen 
having been frozen to death, while waiting in 
the streets with their carriages. 

On the 13th of February a great change 
was experienced, the weather becoming sen- 
sibly warmer, and the thermometer rising to 
the freezing point, after which it continued 

* See Appendix G for a reg^ister of the thermometer during' 
the present winter. 
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mild for the remainder of the month. On the 
4th of March the snow began to disappear from 
the streets, and, in a few days after, wheel 
carriages to resume the places of sledges. On 
the 10th the snow was so far melted on the 
surface c^ the river, that in crossing with my 
droshka, the water in some places reached to 
the horses' middles. Of course the ice luider* 
neath must now become more tender; how- 
ever, the roads are always the last parts to 
give way, owing to the repeated pressure 
having rendered them so compact, that it is 
not unusual, after other parts of the river have 
become clear, to see them go off separately in 
solid bodies. In order to prevent accidents, 
the police, for some days before the ice is 
expected to break up, try its strength from 
time to time ; and when it is no longer deemed 
safe, its passage is interdicted, at first to car- 
riages, and afterwards to foot passengers* 

Previous to the river breaking up, the inha- 
bitants fill their cellars with ice, for summer 
use. This is generally done by contract, at 
the expence of from one to three guineas, 
according to the size of the cellar. For this 
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purpose a portion of the river is railed in, and the 
ice cut out into cubes of about a yard square. 

At length, on the 8th of April, the chains of 
the Neva were once more loosened ; the bridges 
were consequently taken away to allow the 
masses of ice to pass, and the commuliications 
with the opposite sides of the river again in- 
terrupted. 

When the river becomes sufficiently free 
from ice, a particular cferemony is observed, 
previous to any boats being allowed to Cross. 
The governor passes over in his boat from the 
fortress to the palace, where he presents thci 
emperor with a goblet of the water of the 
river; the emperor then rfeturns a silver 
goblet filled with wine, which, with the salver 
on which it is presented, becdmes^ the perqui- 
site of the governor.* As sodn as the governor 
fdaces his foot on shore, a signal-gun fires, 
the free passage of the river is then re- 
stored. 

I shall conclude this chapter with a few 

♦ This VC8861 formerly, instead of wine, used to be filled 
with ducats. 
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remarks on the capability of the Russians to 
bear the variations of temperature, to which 
their climate is subject. 

Although the Russian is generally supposed 
to be adapted by constitution to support in- 
tensity of cold, and certainly is enabled to do 
so by the precautions he takes against it, 
being almost literally imbedded in fiirs or 
woollen clothing, yet heat appears to be his 
favourite element; at least, he puts on his 
winter clothing sooner than the foreign resi- 
dent, and continues to wear it longer in the 
spring. If you inquire why he does so, you 
receive a proverb in reply, the literal sense 
of which is, that " Heat breaks no bones." 

The apartments of the higher classes of 
Russians, in vrinter, are carefully guarded 
frpm the external cold by double windows 
and other precautions, and kept at a tem- 
perature of from sixty to seventy degrees, 
Fahrenheit, by means of stoves. Those of 
the lower classes, termed isbas, are heipited 
to such a degree, that a person unaccustomed 
to them would find a difficulty in supporting 
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the temperature; the heat, however, is not 
more amioying than the smell, as they not 
only make use of the same apartment for 
every domestic purpose, but also as a sleep- 
ing room : in short, the smell of a stable is 
comparatively odoriferous. If a Russian is 
sent to prison, and finds it warm and close, 
he enters it with apparent satisfaction, ex- 
claiming, ^^ Oh, it is warm !'' I am satisfied, 
therefore, that the general opinion of his 
preferring cold is erroneous; — he accommo- 
dates himself to it, because it is his interest 
to do so; and supports it better, because 
he is better provided, since, during the winter 
season, his house-keeping expences are dimi- 
nished, by the great facility afforded to the 
convejPance of provisions from the inland 
districts, or distant provinces, without which 
advantage the Russian capital could ill sus- 
tain the rigour of a severe winter* It may 
be added, as a farther reason why the Rus- 
sian is not better adapted to bear a rigorous 
winter than his more sputhern neighbours, 
that the frequent indulgence in warm, re- 
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laxing baths, as well as the excessive heat 
o( his apartment, where he always crowds to 
the warmest place, sleeping even on the stove 
itself, n^ust necessarily increase his suscepti- 
bility of the influence of cold. 
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befwrtare from St. Petersburg— The emperor*s colony— 
Sarskoe-Sefp-^-Ijora— Quarrel between the gaard and 
coachman— New road to Moscow — Exchange diligeaooi--^ 
The river Volghof— Military colony— Novogorod—Crestzi-* 
Yajelbitza—Pearlfishery— Valdai— Edrova— Post-drivers 
-^Post establishment between Petersburg and Moscow — 
Vichnt-Vplotchok^^Torjak— Russian leather— Medoe—» 
Tver— Klin— Moscow— Observations cm the author's ar- 
rangements. 

Thb l3th of March, 1823, was the day I deter- 
mined upon for my departure from St. Peters- 
burg, having taken my place in the diligence 
of that day, from thence to Moscow. The 
hour fixed was nine o'cloick. I was, however, 
in considerable danger of being left behind, 
owing to the delay experienced in packing my 
baggage; an arrangement which requires very 
deliberate attention on iny part, and Which I 
{lad been prevented effecting, according to my 
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ordinary custom, on the preceding evening, in 
consequence of having been detained at a 
party, where I had been taking leave of many 
of my kind friends. It is true, I had plenty of 
offers of assistance, elicited by the opinion en- 
tertained of my own helplessness; an opi- 
nion, by the bye, which is very erroneous. I 
find, by experience, that the best way is to lock 
myself up in my room, like a schoolboy, who has 
a difficult task to perform ; for were I once to 
get confused, the presence and assistance of a 
second person would only serve to distract me 
further, and to make confusion moref confused. 
By observing this principle, I have acquired 
such methods of arrangement, that I not only 
know precisely where every thing lies that is 
contained in my personal baggage, but even 
to direct my friends at home how to find any 
article that I may have left behind me. 

Before I had completed this indispensable 
business, several successive messengers came 
to apprise me that the coach was in readiness; 
and, I believe, I am indebted for its detention 
to a party of my friends, who had assembled 
at the office to take their last leave of me. The 
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chief amongst these was my old and particular 

friend C y to whose kindness I feel myself 

indebted for the greater part of the happiness 
I had so long been enjoying, and who appeared 
to make it his study to throw mo into the way 
of every thing that could contribute to my gra- 
tification, by introducing me amongst the res- 
pectable and extensive circle of his acquaint- 
ance, by whom he is universally beloved and 
esteemed. I shall leave it to the reader to 
imagine the emotions of mind' with which I 
bade adieu to such a friend. 



'* Ah never shall my soul forget 

The friend I found so cordial hearted ; 

Dear shall be the hour we raet» 

And dear shall be the time we parted.*' 



But in thus eulogising my estimable friend^ 
let me not appear forgetful of the many others, 
whose constant kindness and hospitality have 
left upon my heart an impression never to be 
erased. To these kind souls, I again repeat 
the truest farewell of as sincere a heart as ever 
throbbed with the warm pulse of gratitude. 

I had now the pleasure of finding a coun- 
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tinman in one of my fellow travellers, a 
Mr. M~, to whom I iteceived an introduction^ 
from a mutual friend, on entering the coacb« 
As soon as my first emotions had subsided, 
I began to reconnoitre our vehicle, and found 
it a comfortable well-stuffed carriage mount- 
ed on easy springs; intended to convey four 
inside and as many outside passengers, two 
of the latter of whom were seated in a kind 
of cabriolet in front, and the other two in 
a similar structure at the back of the car- 
riage. The coachman and guard sat toge- 
ther on a box in front, and the whole were 
drawn by six horses, four of which ran abreast 
near the carriage, with two leaders, mounted 
by a postillion on the right, in front of them. 
Besides Mr. M. and myself, the inside was 
occupied by an officer of engineers and his 
servant, the former of whom proved a very 
gentlemanly, intelligent man, well acquainted 
with the French and German languages. Oil 
the outside were, an old German, who superr 
intended some manufactory near Moscow, a 
Russian money-changer, a fishmonger, and 
another person, of whose calling I am ignoi^ant. 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE £MP£ROR's COLONY^ 101 

We travelled the first fourteen versts from 
the city gate qn a straight and level road; 
after which, we ascended a hill, abo^t half 
way up which is a beautiful fountain that wa^ 
erected in 1807. The top of this hill com-r 
mands a fine prospect, with St. Petersburg iif 
the distance. Two versts farther' is a villag^i 
called the Emperor's Colony, consisting of a row 
of twenty«four handsome wooden houses, w^^tt 
a watch-tower in the centre. At the distance 
pf twenty-two versts we passed through thei 
town of Sarskoe-Selo, close to which there is a 
village built in the Chinese style, which has a 
very pleasing efiSect. The imperial palace at 
this place I have already described* 

Our first stage, which consisted of thbrty- 
three versts, terminated at the village of Ijora* 
After this we travelled twenty-four versts tO; 
Tosna, a neat and extensive village of nearly 
two versts jBind a half in length. Soon after, 
leaving the latter place, our progress wa£( 
arrested fay a direfql qui^rrel between onr 
guard and coachman ; the former of whom had. 
given the latter a good thrashing, because he 
did n^ drive fast enough to please hinu 
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Mr. Coacbee in consequence dismounted from 
his box and announced bis determination to 
drive no farther, appealing at the same time to 
the passengers to justify the propriety of his 
conduct; At length, by dint of reasoning, and 
the still more powerful influence of a bribe, a 
mode of argument very persuasive to a Rus- 
sian, he was prevailed upon to resume his seat; 
after which he drove the remainder of his 
stage at a much greater rate, concealing his 
chagrin, if he felt any, by singing all the 
way. I believe it is not unusual for the lower 
classes in Russia to settle all disputes by the 
above kind of reference or arbitration ; per- 
haps it would be better if the custom ex- 
tended itself to the higher classes. We had 
strong reason, afterward, to imagine that the 
above altercation was concerted between the ' 
parties, in order to get a feeling into the pock- 
ets of their passengers. Many of these people^ 
I am assured, will readily submit to a good^ 
beating, provided they can be remunerated for 
it with drink-money. 

Our route now lay through an uninteresting 
country, with immense forests of fir timber, 
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extending on each side of the road ; and where 
with the exception of occasional villages^ little 
evidence of population could be traced. On 
entering each of these villages you are struck 
by a notification, attached ^o a pole, of the 
number of wuU it contains —that is, of male 
inhabitams ; were it not too gross a libel on 
the sex — a libel decidedly contradicted in 
their history, by the names of Catharine and 
other heroines, one would imagine that this 
was intended to intimate that their women had 
no souls. 

At seven in the evening we arrived at a 
decent post-house, about sixty miles distant 
from St Petersburg, where we made a com- 
fortable dinner. Here we were joined by a 
gentleman and lady, who had travelled from 
St. Petersburg in their own sledge, and who 
were proceeding to the most eastern parts ot 
S]beria,where the former had an appointment 
as agent to the American Fur Company at 
Okotsk. They were impatient to get without 
delay to the end of their journey, which did 
not accord with my arrangements for making 
BQiore or less protracted stays iu the principal 
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towns on the road, or I might have been 
induced to have solicited pennission to ac- 
company them ; having seriously proposed to 
myself the design of penetrating, through its 
interiw, to the farthest extremity of Siberia, . 

At the end of our next stage, we were disap- 
pointed in our expectations of finding a re- 
freshing cup of tea; the only beverage we 
douid procure was cold water, whi^h was 
handed to iis in a ladle. This stati<m termi- 
nated the new road, whidi has been forming 
from St. Petersburg, at the distance, of one 
hundred and fourteen versts from that city ; as 
soon as the season admits, it will be rapidly 
ccmtinued, until it is extended to Moscow, 
nearly a thousand soldiers being occupied 
ito making it. When completed, it will fonn 
an exceUent firin road, with brick and stone 
bridge over all the rivers and rivulets. The 
average expence of construction, it is st^id;^ will 
not be less than forty thousand roubles for 
every verst, > . _; 

Until four o'clock in the morning, we did 
not find it necessary to dose the windows of 
6ur cairriage, but at this time, a high and odd 
\7ind compeUed us to do so. Soon afterwards. 
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yire ifiet the sledge diligent .from Moscqii^^ 
^hieb we exchaDi[0d for Qtfr whe^l caFrip,g|9t; 
to effect this, bqwever, .we,trefe/Qt^|ge4 to 
return four mil$s to the Ifist tSl»t)pp.. . Tl\e 
fiarty we took the places of we^e ^ cppAfkany^^ 
French comedians ; and we found the^%(|gi^apg^ 
fyk from being ii:! our faypijr> ani^ werp. con- 
viuQed that these actors wquld hayer^Oj easi^ 
partto per£plrm on the stuge th€(y }Mi4 QQW 
entered) lipoo, than on ^he rou^ boafdis th^ 
had so Utdfy Quitted. 

About n tnile from this, {tlaoe, our party 
noticed a large wolf, who was marching very 
leisurely along' the skte i6f a. wood, and who 
woidd not deigfi to hasteEn his pace, dilthou^ 
coiisidercdble; noise :was ixiade lurith-ridie^vi^w of 
alarmihghhiL SoonLaftidrrd)i&^ weieriisfedih^ 
mer V<d^lK>f,'Over a. Ifegwkxkten hrklge^Mii 
entered thd ancient city aiid republic erf! Hwiir 
gorod. :My cotnpanidlis noticed that tl^ 
countiy had, for somb tiine, faiecome miore billy, 
diversifbd/ amd pietxiresque, ias: Well Jus mot^ 
.^ybkiy inh^bitAd. Ambng die edifioes ob- 
served in the vicinity of this city, were several 
.monafltericsy a class of building m gsineral 
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molt advantageously situated, the monks, in 
all ages, having, in the midst of their heavenly 
aspirations, sufficient eye to the good things 
of this world, as well as sufficient t«lste, to select 
the most favoured spots for their earthly 
tabernacles. 

Among the more interesting* places in this 
neighbourhood, is a military colony, lately 
established according to the plan of Count 
Araktcheef, consisting of an extensive line of 
buildings, with a steepled church in the centre, 
and ornamented in fronts with a row of lime 
trees.* 

We arranged with the guard not to hurry us 
away, that we might have the opportunity of 
visiting some of the more interesting points of 
Novogorod. Accordingly we went to the resi- 
dence of the celebrated Marpha, widow of the 
last president of this republic, who made so 
noble an eflTort, after the death of her husband, 
to maintain its independence. A small por- 
tion only of this house is standing. We also 
went to the cathedral, dedicated to St. Sophia, 

•* See Dr. LyalFs pamphlet on the Military Colonies of Russia. 
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and which has been erected more than six 
hundred years. Here we were shewn the 
incorruptible remains of several saints, parti« 
cularly of Saint Nikita, which are said to Imve 
lain five hundred and fifty years ; also of Vladi- 
mer, the son of Yarosloff ; of St Anne, his wife, 
and of his imcle, Prince Theodore. One of the 
doors, whidi is of brass, and covered with scrip- 
tural characters in basso relievo, is said to have 
been sent by Yladiiner, from Kerson, in the 
Crimea, after the capture of that city firom the 
Greeks. In the dome is a picture of our Saviour, 
which tradition says, was originally painted 
with the hand held up and expanded, in the act 
of Messing the people , but which, on the follow- 
ing day, was discovered. to be closed, a state in 
which it has ever since remained. 

On leaving Novogorod, we a*ossed the Volg- 
hof again, on a raft, and proceeded by a bye- 
road, which saved us one-third of the distance, 
to the next stage. This road, however, was 
very bad, partly in consequence of the defi- 
ciency of snow, and partly from its being made 
of trees. We drank tea, at the distance of 
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about forty miles from Novogorod, at a paint 
where the Yaldai Hills are said to commence. 
About two o'clock on the following morning, 
we arrived at the small town of Crestxr, con- 
taining about four hundied male inhabitants ;. 
fi^nd in two hours afterwards at a station wliere: 
we took our teia, in ccmipany with two Ger* 
mans, who Irere on their way to St. Petersbui^, 
from Salataouste, or Soningham, in the Ural 
Mountains, where there is an extensive mann- 
facture of swords, thirty-thousand of which are 
annually sent to the capital. 
• At eight o'clock we breakfietsted at Yajel- 
bitza, distant three hundred and eleven versts 
from St. Petersburg, an4 four hundred and 
seventeen from Moscofw. The peasants of this 
place not unfrequently c^fer pearls for sale to 
the traveller, and which are the product of a 
shell-fish (the Unio Margaritifera) that inha^ 
bits the River Polimite, as well as a lake that is 
situated in this neighbourhood; They ai« 
also found in a variety of rivers belonging to 
the governments of Novogorod, Tver, and 
some others. 
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The jfottowing aecouat of the pearl fisheries 
of tikis coantry , taken from a pamphlet written 
on the subject by Dr. Fischer, president of the 
Medical Academy at Moscow, may not he un* 
interesting. 

^^ In 1721, the search and fishing for pearls 
kas, by qrder of the College of Mines, settled 
on the crown, and in the above mentioned 
^t>vinces, several noblemen received private 
instructions to superintend the fishing. As 
the result, however, did not answer their ex- 
pectations, in the year . 1731 the fishing was 
declared, by order of the senate, free to all, 
«pon condition only, that the largest an4 
f^learest pearls i^duld be brought to the Col- 
lege of Commerce, by \he chief fishermen, 
who were to receive a reward in proportion to 
their quality ; the smallest pearls were to be 
the property of the fishermen." 

Subsequent licenses have confirmed this 
freedom of fishery, reserving jn full force, the 
claim to the clearest and largest pearls, parti- 
cularly such as are erf the size of a sparrow's 

egg. 
There is a pearl, which Dr. F. describes in 
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the above work, to be seen at Moscow, the 
property of a Greek merchant, named Zosima, 
which, perhaps, has not its equal in the world. 
It is, however, not the produce of this country, 
but said to have been brought from the East 
Indies. 

This inestimable pearl, which is preserved 
in a triple box, inlaid with precious stones, 
faced with a convex lens, intended to increase 
still fSetrther its apparent magnitude, and under 
which it lies embedded in cotton wool, like a 
phcenix amidst its ashes, weighs no less than 
twenty-seven carats and seven-eights;; it is 
perfectly spherical; its colour exceeds the 
metallic splendour of highly polished silver ; 
but at the same time posseses the most transpa-^ 
rent brightness. When separated from its 
coverings, and placed on a sheet of white 
paper, it rolls upon the surface like a ball of 
quicksilver, and, somewhat like the latter, is 
only secured by the finger with the greatest 
nicety. Dr. Fischer bears personal testim^ony 
to the admiration— nay, astonishftient ! with 
which it is viewed by all strangers. 

After leaving Yajelbitza, the roads were so 
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bad, as fiequendy to compel us^ to quit them^ 
and take to the fields, or where most snow 
was to be found. At one o'clock we came 
within sight of the town of Valdai, with X^ke 
Ilmen on its left; in the centre of which is a 
small island, with a monastery upon it, whidi 
makes a very picturesque appearance. In 
this convent the unfortunate Ivan was con- 
fined, previous to his being removed to his 
last place of imprisonment, at the» fortress of 
Schlusselberg, where he met his untimely 
&te, in consequence of the misdirected aeal 
of an enthusiast. 

We were h^re informed that there was so 
great a scarcity of corn in this neighbourhood, 
during the last summer, thieit the peasants 
were ccHupelled to use dried moss as a substi* 
tute ; and yet the neighbouring monks would 
not allow the half starving people to take any 
of the fish with which the lake abounds. This 
water contains a fish which so mudh resembles 
the herrings that it might be called the fresh- 
water herring. Linnaeus terms it the elapea 
harengus. Immense quantities of a small fish 
are taken here, called snitke ; it is the eperk^ 
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nm^^himmusy ^nd smd to b^ the sayoieasbiuf 
Sixielt ; these fish, aoe about two inches and a 
l^f in length, and^ when fresh, of a beautiful 
9il)^«fly hue. The peasaats have a mode of 
wuring fhem, by puttiBg theon, as soon as 
caught, into ovens of a moderate temperature, 
and gi^^jboidly, but tlK>roughly,^^^ them; 
tibey are then jpad^ied in baskets, and sent off 
to St» Petersburg, Moscow, and other parts of 
Bussia, where they are retailed at from three* 
pence to four-pence per pouud. They are 
rIsq forwarded in their fresh state during the 
winter. 

Our ne^j^t stage was Edrova, which we found 
^ eAimatibn, in consequoice of its being the 
nta^lanitz^i t)r butter weds, so named, from 
itsi being permitted to eat butter, milk, and 
eheese during^^ its continuance. These holi<* 
days (H^ecede the long and rigid hust of Lent; 
Thi^ period is joyously celebrated, particu^ 
latlyamon^ the low^ classes^ who part^dte of 
tiaiB' various Bmusemen|;s of ice^hlQs^ &c. &e; 
W^ met : several carts 'filled^ with y^tiug dam* 
sels, in their holiday ia;tire, and who appeared 
very happy in singing their national airs. 
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KANAjQEMJSNT OB HORSES. SOS 

Wq evengot into the raidsi of Mqpoei gnDfipficf 
tbem in the stipets^ when my cnmr»niftm de-r 
l^ted them much with presentft of pmgegc^ 
bread. 

In. our- next stage^ we foiu^d the roadeoiH 
siderably improved. We were not a ItlAe 
anused with the eceentrieity of our diiret^ 
who afqpemed to have been making too freci 
with the good cheer at Edrotfa.' Hje bad^ 
however, his horses umdv flueh excellent comt 
mand, that he couhi> at any time» set tliem off 
at fuU speed, by merely holding his hand up. 
The horses in Bwsia, it n^ust be observed^ 
pre jratrely driv^^ eyqu in gent)emen7s . eath 
riages, without blinkers over their Qyes.. Nixr 
dqea this a^^ear productive of aceidenta; xn 
the contrary, I am told, that it is unusual 
for a horse even to start in this country^ 
The peasaairy ade uniformly expert in thetr 
matBag^ment: .they often talk. to. tb^n as 
i£ they w»e ehildsdn, telln^ tbep that 
Hmy timil receke an addkipnad .qudinttty oi 
oats, if they be|iave wt^;, or that tbe^gemlew 
men they are cooYoying will treat them with 
a glass cf brandy--an ingenious mode c^ 
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giving their passengers a hint At all events, 
the pcxM* animals themselves profit but little 
by this professed kindness ; for, with the ex- 
ception of having enough to eat, they have 
little attention paid them, but are turned, 
after the severest journeys, into unstaUed 
staUes, without cleaning, or any other care. 
These horses are small, ugly creatures, pos« 
sesdng, it is true, great hardihood, but whidi, 
in the posting service, seldom holds out fw 
more than two or three years. 

As the posting between St. Petersburg and 
Moscow forms a peculiar establishment, I shall 
avail myself of this opportunity of detailing 
its leading features. In order to facilitate the 
ecmununication between his old and new capi- 
tals, and diminish the expences of travelling, 
Petar the Great caused villages, with a popu- 
lation of five or six hundred boors, to be 
attached to each post station, at the distance 
of every twenty or thirty versts, and who weue 
obliged to convey the traveller at a fixed and 
reasonable rate. These people were freed 
from other duties, and had peculiar privilege 
granted to them, which they still enjoy. 
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A certain number of these boors are obliged 
to be on constant duty at the post-house, and 
in which they relieve each other, according 
to such arrangement as may be agreed on 
between themselves, those who are disengaged 
being then at liberty to occupy themselves in 
such other pursuits as their interests or in* 
clinations may suggest Some of them become 
carriers of goods to distant places ; as Dres- 
den, Leipsic, &c. ; and others engage in various 
trades. It often happens that the latter 
have no horses fit for the duties of the post; 
in which case they are allowed ^to engage 
with their brethren to act as their substitutes* 
In consequence of this arrangement, the tra* 
veller generally finds plenty of horses on the 
road; — ^there is, however, one result fnmi it 
which occasionally appears incomprehensible 
to him. It is this : that when he arrives at a 
station where the driver, whose turn it is to 
take him forward, happens' to have no horses, 
lie observes a number of these people &rm a 
circle, and commence a warm and earnest 
conversation, which terminates, at l^igth, in 
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touppeal to lucfc, by a oa^lifig of lots. This 
farkses from the Necessity the driver fiwr the 
pcCasicm is under to hire a substitute, and hi^ 
«at«ral: anxiety to iacur as littfe expence, i* 
190 jdotng» as pc»sihle. At length, having 
brougirt. soifte on^ individu^ down to hii 
lowest point, it. geheraUy hnippem ttetseyefal 
ddffimr immediate offer to ^erve Um for Ihe 
fiane. price. In tfaisicase, the future driver: is 
dtttennined by eadi marking a|)leee ^niomsf^ 
for instance, a c(^eek, ivfaich is put Anio A 
hat, ivfaein, the whole l)eing shaken together, 
one is drawn out, and its ovtner declaml the 
suecesrful candidate. 

^ TheSQ regulations apply to all the post 
stiettions intermediate to the two cities, e» 
bepttng the three i]»ar6St to Moscow, which 
areregulatiy ^cohtracted for by govemmeiit^ 
as^on other post* roadi^ 

' l^heppieiB of posting, on two or <&ree oeete- 
^ions, lias been raised ssnee the time of Peter 
the Gf reat It is now eight copecks^ or cSghti- 
lenths of a penny, per rerst/for eaeh hdrse.; 
whidh, with t^ocopeci[[i for 4he govemn^iit 
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licence, or padarogeney as it is called, to 
take post-horses^ makes oae pQnny per verst, 
or three halfjpence per mile. 

On Sunday, the 16th, we arrived, sooA 
aft0r midnight, at Vyehni-Volotcbok, a toWn 
of some magnitude, chiefly remarkable fdr:a 
fiae canal, which unites, the rivers Ts^na ahd 
Tvertza, and Mlablishes the cbrnnuiAScalioii 
hetweefn St. Petersburg and the Volga. A 
friend of mine observed last summer, in pass- 
ing through this place, many of the women 
walking ajbout the towii. with their iteetb 
blackened, and ^vi^hich is effected byapplyic^ 
a wash formed with corrosive sublimate and 
lUtrous acid* This custom, I believe, was 
foitx&erly very general ihroughoujt Russia, i 
iim t<M that their teeth ncA uAfreqiieiiiily 
lieqwre this engagihg ccAour- through mem 
n^leel, Witfaomt the'taroidble of staining them 
MtiiciaUy^ ^ 

,. M eight lo'cl6ck we arrived : at the town 6f 
TllMrjak, where we i^efresfaed ourselves with 
aiduttouj^ dewi l&€b,'k»ii a geiod break&st, 
thfi ^iriforts of the whble of wbich,^ those 
9diQ,:like ourfielves, had : btien- tra^ellii^ thiia^ 
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days and nights^ over bad roads^ and without 
sleep, will readily appreciate. This is a neat 
town, with fourteen principal churches, and 
the river Tvertza running through the middle 
of it. It has an extensive manufactory of fine 
leather, embroidered with gold and silver. 

i took some pains to ascertain the mode in 
which the well-known Russian leather is pre- 
pared. Its peculiar smell is given in the first 
stage of dressing, by using, instead of oil, or 
in combination with it^ a bituminous matter, 
called dyoggett, which is extracted from the 
young birch trees in the following manner : 
— The roots and branches being first cut 
off, the trunk of the tree is laid on an in- 
clined plane, upon a wire grating, under which 
a fire is lighted; this causes the sap contained 
in the bark, and particularly the outer coat, 
to ferment and ooze out firom the loww ex- 
tremity,^ where it is received in a vessel 
placed for that purpose, The liquor thus 
obtained, after being cleaned from dirt and 
woody particles, is boiled down to a proper 
consistency, or until it much resembles tar. 
The best dyoggett is, however, said to be 
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^roDOred from the bark alone, y$hbn siri^d 
from tfce tree. 

Our next station was Medoe, which we 
qtritted at three o'clock. The road was no^ 
to bad, that our outside passenjgenij who were 
in a smaller sledge behind us, were tbaf^ 
diferent times turned over, and left coding 
themselves in the snow. We n6W arrived 
within sigl^t of the town of Tver, stiH dl^ 
tant twelve miles from us^ and soon aftei* 
passed two monasteries, one on each side of 
the road. About six miles from Tver, w^ 
entered an avenue of trees, which apparently 
extended to the town, but terminated at th6 
end of two mites. After this, the country be- 
came ihot*e picturesque, possessing ihany fiiie 
extensive prospects', in which the city, witb 
its glittering cupolas^ illuminated by the set^ 
ting sun, as my cothpanions informed me, 
shone beautifully conspicuous. 

On entering Tv^r, we crossed the cele- 
bmted Volga on the ice. My companions here 
observed severed groups of females, dressed in 
a novel and beautifrd costume, and who were 
enjoying the last holiday previous to Lent. 

VOL. I. p 
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Their dress consisted of a white or coloured 
muslin or silken gown^ embroidered with 
various colours, or with gold or silver, over 
which was worn a mantle of an elegant figured 
silk, bordered with fur, which reached to the 
lower part of the back ; the head-dress was a 
small pointed bonnet, embroidered with gold. 
We were driven to a decent inn, kept by an 
Italian, where we were much refreshed by a 
tolerably fair dinner; any kind of stimulus 
naturally would have this effect, after the great 
exertion and fatigue we had undergone. ' 

We at length recommenced our journey, 
and experienced a very cold night, the ther- 
mometer indicating ten degrees of frost, equal 
to about twenty-two degrees below the freez- 
ing point of Fahrenheit. The wc^rst of it was, 
that it was impossible to sleep, such was the 
jolting of our carriage, except, indeed, during 
the periods of changing horses, and then we 
were soon started from out of it again. At 
seven o'clock we breakfasted at Klin, and 
yrere comforted with the information that our 
road to Moscow was still worse than any we 
bad yet experienced. We had, however, the 
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tetisfaction of knowing that we should certainly 
arrive at the great city before the close of day* 

The country now became more hilly and 
picturesque, and, as we approached nearer to 
Moscow, was ornamented with monasteries 
and gentlemen's seats. About four versts 
from the city we passed the Petrovsky Palace, 
which was occupied by Napoleon, previous 
to his taking up his residence at the Kremlin. 

During this last stage, the motion of our 
sledge could only be compared to the pitching 
of a small vessel in a short sea, and, I believe, 
had a similar effect on some of my compa* 
nions. It occasioned one of our shafts to 
break; but the deficiency was soon replaced. 

At six o'clock we entered the gates of Mos-* 
cow, and soon reached the diligence^ffice, 
from whence I lost no time in finding out, 

with the kind assistance of Mr. M , my 

bankers, Messrs. G arid H , to whom 

I had previously written, to request they 
would do me the favour of causing lodgings 
to be secured for me. They received me 
with every kindness and attention, and placed 
me in the same hotel where Mr. M— — also 
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purposed to take up his quarters. I was 
fortunate, however, in another respect : Messrs. 

G— — and H were that evening parting 

with a servant, whom they thought might 
suit my purpose. There were two objections 
to him : the one, that he was guilty of imper* 
tin^ice; the other, that he only spoke the 
Russian language. However, after well re- 
yplving the point, I determined to engage 
him, as my ignorance of this language would, 
in gjre^t measure, do away with the sense 
of his impertinence; at the same time I 
hoped to glean some words, at least, of the 
Russian tongue, in consequence of the inter- 
course which would necessarily subsist be- 
tween us. 

Some of my readers will be inclined to 
inquire what pleasure or information I could 
have derived, under my ignorance of the lan- 
guage, from the journey I have just been 
describing, had I not met with two compa^ 
nions wJio were able to converse with me, 
and consequently to explain every thing of 
interest whidb occurned on the road? and 
also how I would hate acted, under such cir- 
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cumstances, on 0iy arrival at Moscow, without 
such assistance ? 

To the first of these questions I reply, that 
I should, as I am prepared to do on all occa- 
sions when left to myself, have depended on 
the resources of my own mind, if nothing of 
suffident interest to elicit my attention oc- 
curred. But although I have eyes, and do 
not see, and ears, without being able to un- 
derstand the language in which they are 
addressed, yet I still find ways of cmnpre- 
hending the more ordinary occurrences of 
life. For instance: when the horses are 
changed, I bear the former ones removed and 
others substituted, as well as the remarks 
of their attendants ; and it requires no great 
stretch of imagination to divine the conversa- 
tion of ostlers and drivers;— nor should I 
have been at a loss to recognize the pitiful 
solicitations of the beggars on the road side. 
The same principle applies, more or less, to 
the higher incidents of a journey. In travel- 
ling, however, through Russia, there is no 
great use for eyes, for the general features are 
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ordinary and little varied, its towns and vil- 
lages very similar in appearance ; there are 
few spots where contending armies have fought 
their battles, and no indications of former 
heroes, with the exception of a few tumuli, 
which the Tartar hordes have reared as the 
memorials of their dead; besides, the move- 
ments of the post neither allow time for the 
artist or antiquary to indulge in their fa- 
vourite pursuits. Perhaps the best way is to 
get forward, as fast as possible, from one 
large town to another, where better diances 
of collecting matter of interest will be likely 
to present themselves. Italy ! fair Italy ! is 
the country which offers the highest allure- 
ments to the traveller, and where every step 
he takes is classic ground ! 

With regard to the second question, I beg 
to remark, that I never attempt a journey 
to a strange place, without being provided 
with the address of some house or other, 
to which I can appeal. On arriving at the 
coach-office, I should have waited patiently 
until the guard had settled his office business ; 
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after which, the hope of reward would have 
induced him to conduct me to the place I 
desired. In this way I have often proceeded, 
under similar circumstances, and never met 
with any difficulty which I was unable to 
surmount. 
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Moscow — ^Various arrangements — Captains J. — Convent of 
Dcvichi-poley — Military School — ^The Treasury — Statues 
of Minin and Pajorsky — Military Hospital — ^The Kremlin 
— Protestant Church — Cannon in the Kremlin — Museum 
of Natural History — ^Tower of Ivan-Veleki — Feast of the 
Annunciation — Kremlin Gardens— College of Foreign 
Affairs — English Club — Hospital of Count Scharametief— 
Princess Bores Galitzin — Nobility Assembly Rooms — Fish 
dinner at a Russian traiteurs — General Balk-Polief — Vari- 
ability of the weather — Madame Anti's concert — Found- 
ling Hospital — Preparation for Palm Sunday — Author's 
power of discriminating female beauty — Palm Sunday — 
Good Friday — Easter-day— The festivities of Easter-week 
— Annual public promenade — Horrid report — ^Supersti- 
tions of the Russians — Manufacturing and procuring Saints 
— Omens — Various customs — Fine weather. 

My kind bankers had not placed me in the 
most fashionable hotel in Moscow, but in one 
where they knew my comforts would be at- 
tended to, and which from its central situation 
would facilitate my pursuits of information and 
amusement. 
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My first object was to hire |i aledige, for, 
although the snow was rapidly disappearing^ 
there was still sufficient in the streets of Moft* 
cow to make this the preferable mode of con- 
veyance. The expenoe of this carriage, includ- 
ing the coachman, was from four to five roubles 
per day ; however, after using it for a week, I 
was induced to exchange it for a dro$hka> at 
an additional charge of one rouble. 

The regular wages of my servant were about 
one guinea per month, but on enquiring how 
much I should pay him in addition to board 
him^self, to my great surprise, he only de- 
manded five roubles per month ; I discovered^ 
however, that he calculated upon a variety 
of perquisites, and fees from the different 
tradesmen he might be the means of intro- 
ducing me to ; nay, he even had the impudence 
one day to complain, that a coachman whom I 
had engaged, had failed to give him the pro- 
mised silver rouble^ adding, that it was impos- 
sible a servant could live without perquisites. 
Whether his conscience prompted it, I 
know not, but was informed that he com- 
plained of my frequently suspecting him of 
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cheating, or robbing me, particularly if I hap- 
pened to enquire for any article that might 
have been mislaid, or removed, by the ser- 
vants of the house. This is a general fea- 
ture, in Rtissian servants, who on such occa- 
sions commonly reply, " Do you think that I 
have done it?" or " Do you suppose I have 
stolen it?" 

On the day after my arrival, hearing that 

my friends, the Captains J , were still 

at Moscow, I succeeded in making out their 
residence, but was sorry to learn that they 
were both on the point of leaving Mos- 
cow ; the one for the Crimea, the other for 
Germany and England. This I regretted 
exceedingly, as, independent of their uniform 
friendly attentions to myself, they were men of 
intelligence ; their pursuits similar to my own, 
as they were inordinately intent on acquiring 
information respecting the institutions, cus- 
toms, and manners of the people rwe were 
travelling amongst. 

I dined with them, and in the evening had the 
pleasure of meeting them at Dr. K's where many 
of the English residents were assembled ; I 
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was compelled, however, to retire early, 
in consequence of the excessive soreness 
of various muscles of my neck and shoul- 
ders, occasioned by the constc^nt jolting to 
which I had been exposed during my late jour- 
ney, my head having had, for the greater part 
of the time, to perform the office of an inverted 
pendulum, the effects of which did not cease 
for nearly a fortnight. 

On the 20th I paid a visit to the Countess 
Orloff, whom I had the honour of knowing at 
St. Petersburg. This lady, who is extremely 
amiable and rich, continues, it is said, in the 
single state, from an apprehension that a 
favoured gentleman would be more influenced 
by aflfection for her property than her person; 
an apprehension, however, which, in my hum^ 
ble opinion, ought to be negatived by her 
many virtues, as well as personal attractions. 
I believe there is no lady in Russia better 
known, or more deservedly estimated, than 
this princess. 

On Sunday I attended divine service, at the 
church of Galitzin's Hospital, where there is 
an excellent choir; after which, I had tha 
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honour of dining with Major-General Verof- 
kin, the commandant of Moscow* 

On the succeeding day, I accompanied a 
a friend to hear the service at the Convent of 
D^vichi-poley, where the principal part of the 
vocistl performers are young nuns. There 
was a gentleman present on this occasion^ 
whose attention to these young devotees, ex- 
pressed by keeping his eyes fixed upon them, 
making signs, &c. were so marked as to attract 
the notice of the older sisters, many of whom 
were mixed with the congregation. This gave 
rise to a ludicrous occurrence ; after the service . 
was concluded, these good ladies actually fol- 
lowed him out of the church, and made a violent 
attack upon him ; which he, by a foolish at- 
tempt to defend himself, only served to aggra- 
vate. When their warmth had somewhat 
abated, my friend ventured to enter into con- 
versation with them ; and at kngth obtained 
permission to visit their cells ; when we were 
ushered into a small room of about ten feet 
square, with a smaller one adjoining to it as a 
dormitory. On the table were lying needle- 
work representations, on velvet, of their s»ints. 
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The working of these seemed to be their diief 
employment, and certainly it is preferable to 
complete idleness ; bi|t it appears to me, that 
if these good christians were anxious to benefit 
the c(Mnmunity, they might occupy their time 
more consistently in imparting instruction to 
the children of the poor ; since it is notoriou^^ 
that in this country the females of the lower 
order are not only unable to read or write, 
but incapable of using the needle; the ccm^ 
sequences of which are, that having no re- 
sources within themselves, when the domes- 
tic occupations of the day are over, they 
generally dispose of the remainder of their 
time in sleep, or idleness. It was in this con- 
vent that Murat, after the destruction of the 
city, took up his residence; a circumstance 
that contributed esitentially to its protection. 

On the 25th I visited the Military School, 
originally an old palace, situated near the 
Rummer Gardens, and conducted upon the 
Lancasterian plan. It is applied to the educa- 
tiqn of the soldiers' sons, generally with a view 
of qualifying them to act as non-commissioned 
officers. Some of these boys are instructed in 
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musiC) under a German master, for the service 
of the military bands, and are by no means des* 
picaUe performers ; others are taiigbt drawing, 
particularly as applicable to the planning of 
military manoeuvres, fortifications, &c. Every 
thing is conducted in military order ; they are 
marched to their desks, and sit down by word 
of command ; and when the master calls up a 
class, they are formed and marched up to him 
by the head boy; The dinner is conducted 
upon the same principle, which, I believe, ap* 
plies to every institution of the kind throughout 
the empire, there being one in the chief town 
of each government. We can scarcely won- 
der that, under sudi a system, the Russian 
army should prove superior soldiers. 

On the 26th I accompanied a party of friends 
to the Treasury, where the thrones, crowns, 
jewels, &c. &c. of the czars,* and emperors of 

* " This word is not a corruption of Ceesar, as many have 
supposed. It is an ancient oriental title found in the Sclavo- 
nian translation of the Bible, given originally to the emperor's 
of the East, and afterwards to the khans of the Tartars. It 
signifies, in Persian, supreme authority ; and is to be observed 
in the terminations of the names of the kings of Assyria and 
Babylon, as Phalassar, Nabonassar, &c." 

Vide Caramzin*s History o/Ruaia, 
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Russia are (M^served, and had the honour of 
seating myself in one of the.former, which was 
that of Bores Godenoff ; I was informed, how- 
ever, that one of the attendants appeared very 
indignant at this presumption. 

After leaving this place, we visited the beau« 
tiful bronze statues of Minin and Pajorsky j 
the former of whom was a butcher of Novogo- 
rod, said to have been chiefly instrumental, by 
his wealth, and energetic exertions, in pro- 
moting the successes of the latter against the 
Poles, when they were masters of this city, and 
whom they eventually succeeded in expelling. 

On the following day I went over the Military 
Hospital, a noble building, situated near the 
Summer Gardens, at the opposite end to where 
the Military School stands; two of its wards 
are so large, that on throwing open the folding 
doors between them, you have a range of not 
less than two hundred and ten paces; the pa- 
tients are placed on each side of these wards, 
and every care appears to be taken of their 
comforts as well as of their health. 

The soldiers' wives are received into an ad- 
joining building. 



Digitized 



by Google 



:£24 THE TVONDERFUL B£LL. 

On Saturday I wsdked to the Kremlin, and 
examined the wondie^rfol bell that is to be 
seen there, to the top of which I mounted 
with the assistance of a ladder. It lies on the 
ground, into which its lower part has sunk 
considerably. The reason assigned for this 
situation is, that having been cast and hung 
on this spot, the beam to which it was sus- 
pended was accidentally biimt ; the bell, in 
consequence, fell to the grouiid, and broke a 
piece from out of its side. I am indiised, 
however, to imagine that it had been flawed 
in casting, as the edge of the fractured part 
has a smooth surface. 

.This enormous bell was recast from a 
former one of immense size, with the addition 
of two thousand poods more of metal, in the 
year 1784, during the reign of the Eknpress 
, Amia* It wei^s three hundred atul sixty 
thousand pounds English^ equal to more than 
a hundred and sixty txmsi whereas the hea* 
yiest bell in England, which is in Exeter 
Cathedral, scarcely weighs five tons and a 
half. Its height is nearly twenty-one feet, its 
diameter twpnty-two feet eight inches^ and 
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tte heigbt of the opeaing made 1^ the piece 
falling out, five feet nine inches. 

On Sunday I attended the service of the • 
Protestant Church, vhich was performed by a 
Swiss clergyman, at the house of Prince Ga- 
litzin. Very active measmres were taken 
some time since by the Ei^lish residents, to 
build themselves a church in Moscow; but, 
unfwtunately, misunderstandings arose be- 
tween the members of the committee, in con- 
sequence of which the proceedings have been 
suspended; and, at present, I am informed 
there is little prospect of an adjustment of the 
dispute.*^ 

I dined this day with the commandant, 
w:hose lady had the day before been delivered 
of a son. This happy event leads me to notice 
a singular custom amongst the Russian ladies 
on such occasions, that when their female 
friends pay the lying-in visit, eadi places a du* 
cat under the pillow previous to taking leave. « 



* I have Ulely learnt that the Russian Company h^ con- 
tributed a considerable sum towards the erection of a church 
in this city, and endowed it with a hundred pounds sterling 
ffT annum, ftwr the mijpfott of a clergyman. 

VOL. 1. a 
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On Rfonday 1 repeated my visit to the 
Kremlin, for the ptirpose of examining the 
Artillery land other arms taken from the enemy 
during the late war, comprising no less than 
%$ight hutidred and severity-five pieces of can- 
iibnl We examinied also a number of ciiribus 
t^a:ss pieces, sonie of Russian manufacture, 
Others the spoil* of war, Aniongst these was 
a tnortar, ckut in 1694, by oi^er 6f P^ter the 
Grfeat, and which, from its imihi^hse size, israS 
Jirobably intended for ornament rather tMn 
Utility, as it appeared too bfelky to be manage- 
iable ; it is ifive yards long, arid it^ mtotath a 
yard in diameter in the bore. I much asto- 
nisl^ed the Serjeant who ^.ccoiApanied tis, 
by coolly taking off my coat, and creeping 
to the bottoin of it. There is one guiii, a 
Sixty-six pouftder, riot leife than etght yaipds in 
length, arid also soM^ very lai^e arid rich 
brass Turkish pieces, of |)6ctiliar ^6rlcia(*n- 
sMp, as Weft isis viirious dtherS, thkt are dM^ 
sidered great curiosities. 

Oh Ttiesda^, the 1st of A'pril, I had the 
gratification of accompanying Professor Fis- 
cher to the Museum of Natw«l IffiSfsdry ^ frftet 
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whch he took im to the U«iyejr»ty, whw 
hier ishsewed me the mtideuni itttMhed to Ibm 
ittstitutioB. I shall not, howevf^, ti^Q^le my 
reikders with a descriptioa of theflMitMt9 9f 
^tber of thein, as there was pothiag whieb 
excited particular inter^t* TJ^ woie iinopmt 
mon animals I es3a^lMMl werte the slj^tih, aifd 
another animjal found in gareat nnmhera <m, 
the ^ef)|>e8 in the south of Russia, soiae^what 
res^mfoling ^ kangamo, and which bnvroRiKS 
in the earth after libs n;iamier of a i!ahbit« 
Dh Clarke speaks of them, atnd, indeed, made 
a pet of one, widoh iieeamie Im trovidBii^ 
companion. 

. On the foilowjrif dajr I again yratol the 
Kremlin, aUd aficahded: the Toweir .^ I^^m*- 
Vidclci, which rises ^dvee hundred and eight 
JEInglidi &et from the gi^oAuid. The interit>r 
comprises tfaiee stories, and eontadns tfairty<^ 
-ope bells; 4>ne, whidi has 'been cwst since 
the Fjsendh invasion, weighuig more than 
seveny Icms. It is cmty made use of on grand 
oec^ioBS^ when^its deep tones are heard In 
Bvery part of :tha city. 

About (this time i miJ^ indneed to ^atige 
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my residence, and engaged a very commo- 
dious and well-furnished apartment in a pri- 
vate liouse, at the rate of only two guineas 
per month. I was also to be provided with 
breakfast, at the expenoe of about two shil- 
lings per week; and, in the event of my 
choosing to dine at home, I was to pay two 
roubles and a half for each dinner. These 
lodgings proved very agreeable, as the other 
occupants of the house were exquisite pro- 
fessional musicians, and I was frequently 
delighted with their performances; one lady, 
in particular, played the harp with unusual 
taste and science. 

Sunday, the 6th of April, was^ the feast of 
the annunciation of the Virgin Mary, which 
IS held in great respect among the Russians 
On this day it is customary to purchase birds, 
and give them their liberty* I have to remark, 
however, that the magpie genus do not ap- 
pear to profit by this act of benevolence, since 
it is asserted that none of this tribe are ever 
to be seen within the precincts of the city, the 
reason assigned for which is as follows :-- A 
holy monk was one day so much annoyed by 
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the prattling of these birds, that, in his anger, 
he cursed them; the consequence was, that 
the unhappy wretches found it prudent to 
remove to the respectful distfince of forty 
versts, and have never since presumed to ven- 
ture within that circle/ 

The most noble purpose, however, to which 
the above principle of benevolence extends 
itself on this day, is the release of the various 
prisoners confined for debt in the city gaols ; 
those whose debts are small, by individual 
acts of charity ; and those of a larger amount, 
by general subscription. Provisions are also 
sent to such as are imprisoned on criminal 
accounts. 

On this day I again visited the Kremlin, 
where the various parts of that immense as;- 
semblage of buildings were explained to me. 
We afterwards proceeded to the Alexandrof- 
ski, or Kremlin Gardens, that have lately 
been laid out as a public promenade. They 
are very beautiful, inclosed in handsome iron 
railings, and a truly great accommodation to 
the city. The site of them, two years since, 
was but a compound of mud and rubbish ; so 
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rapid is the progress of im{MX)veinent in this 
country ! 

Ota Wednesday I took an opportunity of 
going to the College of Foreign Affairs, where 
the archives of the empire are kept, and had 
the pleasure of examining many interesting 
documents of antiquity, the most ancient of 
which was a treaty between Yaroslaff Yaro6* 
lovitch, Grand Ihike of Tver, aixi the inhabi* 
tantsofNovogorod, bearing date 1265. There 
fere also presi^rved here a variety of letters 
md treaties between Elizabeth of England 
and the czar Ivan Vasilo-vitch, relative to the 
eomlliercial relaftions of the two eountries, as 
well as on other subjects ; and amongst the 
itid^e iMeresting, wa^ one in which Elizabeth, 
Hi i^Iy ^tb Ja request 'to that ejQfe(!«, proinises 
this RU^ibh monarch ^h asylum in her kteg- 
dom, *wlth*verjr Hue liondur, in ^fe event of 
a revoMi^n m his 'eiti|>ire ; and another m 
^hidti hfe 'begs df h^r to iknA hkn a^di>€^%]^; 
the tesult^iif #hich Was, that Dr. Wlb6Vi 
Mcobis'was ttj^pdititiM'to ^mt bffid^. 

I dined on 'Frifliiy With a Jiarty Where 'I 
partook, for ihe first time in ray life, df tteftte 
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^up, whiQh is, in Buf^a, thp %9t gi^een fcnip 
of tibie (spring. As Xo the peculiar j}avour,| 
knaw not bow to dpscrilit^ it. J should rather 
baviP denominated .the qgtixture, ^gg soup, froi)a 
thp jgr^t quantity if conts^ined of that jn- 
gr^^idient. 

On the 12th I bad t^^rati^s^tionof diniiig 
with the Enjjlis^ club of ibis |4ace, bu,t vblcb 
ought rather to.b? deoon^inated the |lussipp 
dub, 0s nineteen out of tw^ty of its ii^mbeKS 
are of the latter nation. Jt js ev^Q a.|QQl)3 
.splendid establishment than the club <tf the 
.same name at St. P^tef sbuijg, y^^^ ^ bftve 
before detoribed. The ^servjee qf {4ajt^, m 
.particular, is of immense value. Public 4ip- 
ners, are given tw.ice in the yp^kj jmd 
are served up in superior stylp. Tb^ reading- 
room isiiupplied. with ft great Vianiety of pei;io- 
^cal works, including the .E4)glis.hj Flren^b) 
and £rerman .newspapers. IThp pdpcip^l 
attractions, however, are. thp card and biUiard 
tables. There is an .Qxc^llei«t r^giil^tion herp 
to ^pr^vent tl^e .quembers .coo^tiftuing .p^y at 
wiseasonable .boiirs,. whioh ,is /a i^n^ <^ tl^^ee 
rouj^lesyfor jjaeh ,per«ftn \qho jwpi^ains after 
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midnight, and which is doubled in a geome- 
trical ratio for every subsequent half hour. 

This regulation onc€^ led to an amusing 
result with respect to a Russian gentleman, 
who, having accidentally laid himself upon a 
sofa, slept there soundly until five o'clock. 
His fine for this, accordingly, amounted to not 
less than fifteen hundred and thirty-six roubles, 
or sixty-four pounds sterling. It was debated 
amongst the members whether, as the cir- 
cumstance was accidental and not the result 
of any occupation at cards^ &c« he bsd 
been guilty of any infringement of the law, 
so as to be amenable to its penalties. The 
question was at length, however, decided 
against him, upon the principle, that the ob- 
ject of the regulation was to prevent the 
servants from being kept up beyond a reason- 
able hour* I am informed that the produce 
of this laudable regulation averages fifty 
pounds per week, the whole of which is dis- 
tributed among the poor. 

Sunday was the first of April, (O. 8.) whML 
the custom prevalent in England, as well as 
in other parts of Europe, of making April- 
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fools, was observed here. I attended divine 
service this day, at the Greek church of 
the noble Hospital of Count Scharametief, in 
company with a friend. We stood for some 
time among the mass of the congregation^ 
which General Malanoffsky observing, he 
politely sent to invite us to join his family 
party. During the service, I heard the gene- 
ral and his lady eating, which I thought 
rather indecorous, notwithstanding I had 
often remarked that the Russians did not 
refrain from talking on such occasions. I 
afterwards named this to a friend, who in- 
formed me that they were partaking of a kind 
of roll made expressly for the occasion, and 
which had previously been blessed by the 
priest, and which is the first morsel their relir 
gion allows them to take when they go to 
mass. 

On the following day I dined with the Prin* 
cess Bores Galitzin, who took me with her to 
visit a Scotch lady who was ill, and who, 
I afterwards learnt, was subsisting on her 
bounty. This lady had foi-merly been go<^ 
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yomess m this Galitzin ai^ lotti^r £»«pilies, m 
occupation Vbiek illuass bad c<^pel)ed her to 
irelinquislL Sbe bad lately sufiered thi^ lo3s 
^ ail her savings, by the bankruptcy of 
Jmt sgeHy vand was thus reduc^ to the :?x* 
ineme af indigenci^. This amiable and b^ne* 
Tdlant piUDicess was not only providing the 
dKve unfortunate lady with tfae nece^wm^ 
ntid comforts of life, as well as medical attend- 
ianoe, but either pcu-^oimlly, or at legist in tbe 
person of somepart of hw .fiamily, c$^rried her 
attentions ^K> &r as to visit her daily; n^iy, J 
"was assured, that the young ladies freqnex^y 
spent great part of the day in reading to her. 

T^ above is one instance of the charitable 
pouiciples of the Russians, the action of which, 
I am .assured, is :too extensive to be generally 
kn€»^n. I have heard.many fiussian.and .Ger- 
man tutors complain of being treated by their 
empIayearsasmareseiTiles, butam^satisfiedthis 
is ohiefty.attributable to their own conduct; at 
least, I :haxe. visited in vacious fiuaiiUes wjaca^ 
the EDgl|sbandSwiss.instruotcms ha'ro.met.with 
thie mostui^Knaaikindness^tikl respectful tnatr 
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ment, and deservedly so, since none ham more 
claim to attention than those who am worthily 
employed in forming and ennohtii^ the kainMi 
mind. 

On tihe 15th I weait to a concert «t thB 
nobility's assembly room, the only mode of 
public amcu9ement permitted daring Lent, 
when the theati^s, opn^, and dancing ^aasemT 
blies are all closed 

This assembly room is Mynsix pa^tses an 
length and thirty-^e in breadth, and coznmo^ 
dtously fitted np; it is sarraunded by jaq 
arcade, within its walls, the pillars of .wfaiilh 
support a gallery ; and adjoining, :is a suite of 
apai^ments intended for card and suppeir 
r^dms. The^rincipal iperformers, on .the pre- 
sent occasion, were Italiaas b^onging to th^ 
-q[)era. 

The society to which the rooms heloqg is 
very select, as none can be admitted members 
imiess r&eyibe&r ^the ?rank of nobility. The 
ftdntial subsc:ri{iti(w:4» Jf|y roiiblesifor agoiip 
d0fiQia»; twenty^^ioBfor a:ma]rried,'a«lJtenjfor 
an unmanned lady. :(rhisasidbacr]pttaopri»iide8 
aiil«iK3iirt >etfe^ iPuciScfaty kliimBg XeAt, landva 
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ball once a week, throughout the winter; 
supper and other refreshments are of course 
considered extras. 

On Wednesday the 16th I accompanied two 
friends to partake of a fish dinner at a Russian 
traiteur's^no other kind of meat being provided 
in this house during Lent. Of this, however, 
there was great abundance dressed in every 
way that could be imagined. Not even eggs, 
butter, or milk are allowed at this time, al^ 
though they use a substitute for the latter, 
prepared from almonds, and which they term 
almond cream. 

We began our dinner, a la Russe^ with a 
glass of bitter brandy, and caviare ; then fish 
soup was placed before us, followed by fish 
cutlets, minced up, enclosed in paper and fried. 
As beverage, we had beer, mead, and Eng- 
lish porter, our repast concluded, as usual, with 
coffee. 

I was much interested with the arrange- 
ments of this house, named the New Trinity, 
and situated near the Exchange. It contains 
twelve rooms, and occupies no less than fifty 
waiters, all dressed in a kind of uniform — that 
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is, in a shirt and trowsers, both of them either 
red or blue, or cheequered with both ; or else 
the trowsers are blue, and the shirt red, or vice 
tiersa. This shirt, which has no collar, but is 
buttoned like a froek, close round the neck, 
descends over the trowsers as low as the knee, 
and is secured with a girdle round the waist 

The fiirst room you pass through, on enter- 
ing the house, is the bar, where you are struck 
with surprise at the immense number of tea- 
urns, cups, and saucers, piled around it; the 
wonder, however, ceases on passing through 
the ditiSerent apartments, which are crowded 
with persons enjoying that beverage. One 
man, who was there at the same time with our- 
selves, appeared to have a peculiar taste, as he 
was eating salted cucumbers with his coffee. 
This house is chiefly frequented by the Russian 
shopkeepers, who after making a bargain at the 
exchange, come in to conclude it by paying their 
money, and drinking it off, as they term it. 

In the evening I went to General Balk- 
Polief 's, where a splendid party was assem- 
bled. Soon after eleven o'clock we wMe con- 
ducted through a suite of apartments to a 
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smail tlu»tre) to witness a tetibmu ifivatUy re« 
presenting tlie inspiration of St. Cedliii, waA 
taken fromReuben^celebrated painting oo that 
nbjeet In thisamihated picture Hut general's 
eldest daugfaler personated S*. Cedlia. Tim 
exhibition lasted about five minutes, being as 
long a tkne as the difierent figures could rea« 
soaMy be expected ^to retun theit proper 
positions. 

We ¥rere now condueted into another apart^ 
mont^ where I was enraptuoed by a concert of 
most di^ightful music. One Oerman master 
disf)layed more execution on the ptano<-forte 
liian I ever remember to bave heard elsewhere. 
Ife was a pupil of the celebhtted Field, aa 
fihglisfaman, who is well known to every fever 
ci music In St. Petersbnig and MoscMr, as a 
ferfaetber and composer, and who might soon 
^realize alar^ fortune, as (be could occupy iris 
whole mornings at a guinea a lesson, and I 
am assured, be engas^ed every eyeniiog at fi^e 
•gidneas a night; but, alals! like many men of 
^genius, be is accused of indolence and gross 
negligence of Ms own interests. 

From the music room we returned to the 
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theatfe, where a dlevet* ItAlittneidiibitid many 
surprising trieks at legetds^domn. His Mt 
ttiek, and ckef cPmutirB^ was f he kflllng^ de^ 
pluming, and cutting into pieees itev^al small 
birds, which were fheh pBt ini6 a stew*plai^ 
with butter and water poured oter them^ they 
were now apparently stewed for a tti^ntitt^ or 
two, over ia spirit ot wine litifip; kfm Whii:^ 
the cover being Removed, out started ike» 
Bttle bird9, and ilew about the rddn^. 

Tlie company now, full of wonder and 'd&* 
tohishment, left the conjui^o^ to htnu^elf, aaid 
returned to the music reok, Where the imjrr|y 
dance cdmmenced with waitssitag, teiSfdmiA by 
a variety of other dances ; these were continMid 
until sttj!)^ wto nearly ready; pi«vld^ii& to 
which the MkiNfhig gafti^, nam^d cat M 
tiiotise, #ai9 stai^ted by thie younger pait <^iAie 
eonip&^y. l^be -paity first formed a !riiigj; 
there being a lady and gentleman placed 
lAi^ertiBi&ly ; one person temaiii^ Witbiti, iaiid 
ailoeh^r On the OUtiside of the circle ; tlie 
f<]Mm€lr Vepre^enftli^ the cait, the latter «fae 
mouse. The b^oet of the k^A h «o dart out, 
midi^l^ hatids'bf anytwb eif the-eW«!ie, and 



Digitized 



by Google 



S40 OSNERAL BALK-POLl£F. 

seize the mouse, who keeps running round on 
the outside. The persons forming the ring 
are to prevent, if possible, the cat's escs^ie 
firom their inclosure, for whenever she gets 
out, the two who allow the breach are oblig^ 
to take the places of cat and mouse. This 
amusement is not unfirequently carried on at 
the expence of the flap of a gentleman s coat, 
or the ornamental parts of a lady's dress. 

About four o'clock more than one hundred 
perscwis sat down to a most elegant sui^r ; 
alter which, the company returned to the 
liancing room, and kept up the spirit of the 
entertainment until seven or eight in the 
morning. 

General Balk-Polief and his fSBimily, con* 
sistiugof his lady and two daughters, with.* 
out doubt, may be con^dered among the most 
polished and accomplished of the Russian 
nobility. They all speak the English, French, 
and Italian languages, with great fluency, be- 
aides which, the young ladies are conversant 
with Qreek, Latin, and German. As to the 
G«fier«l himself, I have heard him at his owja 
Jable, where he is fond of collecting foreigners 
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of all nations, speak French to one, Italian to 
another, Portuguese to a third, English to a 
fourth, German to a fifth, Polish to a sixth ; 
and God knows how many more languages he 
was not femiliar with. He has travelled much 
in different parts of the continent ; was ambas- 
sador at the Brazils ; and has been twice in 
England, to the customs of which country he 
appears particularly partial, as is evidenced 
by his dinners being occasionally ser\'ed up in 
that style ; besides his house is fitted up with 
such taste, elegance, and comfort, that you 
would almost suppose yourself in a splendid 
English mansion ; he is also a great amateur, 
and possesses many fine specimens of the arts. 
The variability of the weather is such at this 
time, that it is impossible to foresee, or provide 
against, the changes of the day ; the streets are 
also, in consequence of the breaking up of the 
winter, so bad as to make travelling dan- 
gerous. My droshka has frequently been on 
the point of overturning, and once actually 
was upset. This danger is partly to be attri- 
butsd to the bad principles on which the pav^ 
is eoQStructed ; tind partly to the eflfect of liie 
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severe fnost and subsequent thaws upon the 
ground itsell 

On the evening of the 17th I accmnpanied 
the French consul to a concert at the nobility's 
aiisembly rooms, which was for the benefit of 
Madame Anti, prima donna of the opera. 
Her voice was powerful, but not sufficiently 
flexible to make her singing entirely agree- 
able. I remember when I first heard Catalani, 
that I was more astonished at the power of 
her voice, than pleased with her execution. 

A few days after I made an interesting visit 
to the Foundling Hospital. 

There is, perhaps, no country in which in- 
stitutions of this nature are more beneficial 
than in Russia. In the first pllM^, the indivi- 
duals thus protected, become exclu^vely the 
property c€ the crown, and which, as popula* 
tion is defective, is politically an essential 
advantage to the community. Secondly, the 
want of mortality in the people is favourable 
to the increase of illegitimacy; and although 
tifiere may not be so high a degree of turpitude, 
or sense of shame, attached to odbnces of ^g 
nature, yet when to this feeling we add the 
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interraption which is experienced to the per- 
sonal exertions and future prospects of the un^- 
fortunate mother, there would, otherwise, be 
suffik^ient temptations to lead her to unwar^ 
rantable means of getting rid of her uilfoiftu<» 
nate oflbpring; even when^ as was once the 
case, a small sum of money was required to be 
paid on the admission of a child, it was found 
that this measure led to several acts of ittfiBm*- 
ticide, and the regulation was consequently 
abolished. Within the first twenty yeaite after 
Uie foundation of this institution, thirty-^ven 
thousand six hundred smd nine children wcite 
admitted; a&d the present annual average 
is between four and five thousand^ being a 
tenth part of the number of births in the 
whole district of Moscow. The majority of 
the children are bi^ought up in the country, 
where at the period of my visit, there were 
eleven thousand and ninety-seven at nurse, 
while within the walls of the institution were 
contained only three hundred and forty-seven 
boys, and three hundred and seventy^three 
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The system of bringing up these foundlings 
is, if we may judge from its results, superior to 
what has been adopted in similar institutions 
of other countries. The following facts would 
appear to confirm this position. 

The Foundling Hospital of London, from its 
establishment in 1739 to December 1757, only 
put out one hundred and seven children, after 
incurring the enormous expence of one hun* 
dred and sixty-six thousand pounds. 

In 1791, Sir John Blaquire stated in the 
Irish House of Commons, that of nineteen 
thousand four hundred and twenty infants re- 
ceived,during the preceding ten years, into the 
Foundling Hospital of Dublin, seventeen thou- 
sand four hundred and twenty had died; and 
that of two thousand one hundred and eighty, 
which had been admitted during 1790, only 
one hundred and eighty-seven were then living. 

In a German Hospital, during twenty years 
experience, under an expence of twenty thou^ 
sand dollars, not one individual arrived at 
manhood. At Cassel, only ten out of one 
hundred and seventy-one lived to seventeen 
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years of age. At Rome, one in twenty-seven 
reached manhood; and at Vienna, one in 
nineteen. 

Liancourt, in his report to the National 
Assembly of France, states, that two-thirds of 
the children admitted into the Foundling 
Hospitals of Paris, die within the first twelve- 
months. 

In consequence of these fkcts, many have 
disputed the utility of institutions of this 
nature. Lord Kaimes says, that ^^ of all the 
mischiefs that have been engendered by over 
anxiety for the poor, none have proved more 
fatal than foundling-hospitals." And M althus 
contends, that if the children received into 
foundling hospitals had been left to the ma- 
nagement of their parents, taking the chance 
of all the difficulties in which they might have 
been involved, a much greater portion of them 
would have reached manhood and become use- 
ful members of society. 

After leaving the Foundling Hospital, I 
dined at the. residence of Mr. K , to cele- 
brate the first anniversary of the birth of his 
child ; when out of compliment to the parents^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



246 PALM 8UNDAV. 

I drank its health. Here I was taxed mth 
irregularity ; as it is contrary to the custom of 
the country to drink a child's health on its 
first anniversary. 

On Friday, the 25th of April) the peo|^ ctf 
Moscow were busily occupied in preparations 
for the ensuing Sunday, or Palm Sunday ; that 
is, in providing themselves with palm branches 
to be used in the ceremonial of the day, as 
comniemwative of our Saviour's entry into 
Jerusalem. For the want of real palm, they 
substitute branches of willow, or artificial ones, 
of pap^ or other materials, which are made 
by the nuns of the Yoskrosenski Convent^ in 
the Kremlin. 

At the church in Galitzin's Hospital, the 
service for Palm Sunday commenced on the 
^recedin^ evening, and I was induced, with a 
friend, to attend it. On our way we had to 
pass a most extensive procession of carriages, 
of all descriptions, amounting to not less thali 
three thousand equipages, together with an im- 
mense number of people on horseback^ tikis 
being one of the gayest eeremoniek of the sea- 
nmiM The whoto of these itoUected about four 
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in the tfternocm, in a spacious place called the 
Krasnol Plosch^, where the statues of Minin 
and Pojfi^rsky stand ; from hence they proceeded 
through the Yoskrosenski Gate^ in dineetion 
of the Devitchey-poley, the whole fwming 
a double line of nearly four miles in extent 
This procession originated in an andent cus^ 
toni of the people going to this part of the city 
to purchase their pafan branches. 

On arriving at Galitzin's Hospital, we were 
entertained with tea, at the apartments of 

Dr. A "y the physician to the institution, 

having the pleasure at the same time oi being 
introduced to the ladies of his £unilyi who. I 
found particularly interesting and beautifiil. 

My power of discrifiinptting fonale beauty 
has so oft^i been called in question, and I have 
so frequently been tcdd, that it matters not to 
me, whether a woman be handsome or not, 
that a few woids in explanation may not be 
mal-apropos. 

In this respect as well as under other cir- 
cumstances, where my power of obtaining a 
knowledge of external things is limited by the 
deficiency of that which, Addison telk us, is 
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^^ the most perfect and most delightM of* all 
our senses/' imagination fills up the hiatm* - 

When introduced to a lady, if I .find her 
conversation sensible and refined, and her 
opinions expressed in an agreeable tone of 
voice, I immediately assume that other quali- 
ties, more or less, harmonize, and that b&r 
personal attractions may also be pleasing. 
Imagination now commences, and finds no 
difficulty in heightening the picture so as to 
paint her even as beautiful, since we naturally 
wish to make the object we admire as perfect 
as. possible. If, however, on the contrary,^ 
there is a harshness of voice, a want of grace- 
ful and correct diction, or vulgarity of ideas, 
my inferences are proportionately uitfavour- 
able ; and were she actually beautiful as an 
angel, no such impression would be excited in 
my mind. 

It is true I am liable to much error in 
forming opinions from such data ; but if, io 
addition, an opportunity is afforded me. of 
feeling the hand^ and touching^ ever so lightly^ 
the features of the face, I fancy tl^ I can, from 
their softness^ delicacy, or contour, arrive at 
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conclusions so certain, that I am vain enough to 
imagine they have not often proved erroneous. 

The service which was performed in the 
church, did not appear materiaDy to differ 
from the regular service, except in the addition 
of the ceremony of blessing and distributing 
the palms, for which there was a most pious 
sa*amb]e. Vi^en they had received them, 
each person lighted a small wax taper, which 
he either attached to the palm-branch or 
held in the same hand with it, so as to leave 
the right hand at liberty for making the sign 
of the cross, which was frequently doi^, as 
well as numerous bows, often so low as to 
strike audibly the ground with the forehead. 

The: next morn ushered in Palm Sunday 
and Passion Week, the whole of which is, by 
the Greek Church, devoted to the performance 
of religious duties, and held as so rigid a fetst, 
that no religious person will even eat fish, 
partaking only of sufficient farinaceous food. 
Oil, and vegc^Ues, to support the nee^sities 
of nature : nay, some, I am assured, will pass 
the entire week without eating. . The sick 
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atid aged, however, are exempt from these 
obserranoes. 

This season is known by" the name of the 
" Terrible Week,'^ and while it continues, no 
shops are allowed to be open, except a few, 
by express permission, for the sale of provi<» 
sioiis; Visiting is generally interrupted. I 
had the hcmour, however, of dining with two 
femiUes during the week, in one of which the 
lady of the house, without any apparent rea^ 
son^ begged my pardon. I afterwards learnt 
that it is customary at this time, for indivi^ 
duals to ask forgiveness of their friends for all 
pt*evious b£fences that might have been comr 
mitted, or imagined to be committed. 

On Good Friday the people assembled, at 
two in the afternoon, in the different churches, 
to witness a representation of the burial of 
our Satiour. 

On Easter mcntiing, immediately after the 
midnight hour had struck, all the bells in thf 
city, including the great Ivan^Veleki, buist 
forUi theii- summons to the inhabitants to 
wpair to the diierent cluirches, to bear the 
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semee preparatory to the 3i4>pDMd resurreoi^ 
t»on. Towards the conclusion of this sorvioe^ 
the whole capgregation, with the priest! at 
their head, bearing the cro$s and inoenise, atid 
each holding a wax taper in his hand, uaith 
three times in procest^ion round the drareb^ 
as if they were looking for ow Saviour* 
While this is passing, the image of our Saviour 
is removed from the tomb, where it had been 
deposited on the Friday, to the front ei the 
altar. After the lapse of a few minUtes, 
the doors of the Sanctuary ar^ thrown open^ 
when the priests cc«iie forth, eiudfliming, thrM 
times, '' Christ is risen !" The people now 
eagerly advance to kiss the cross, at whi<th 
tiioe each presents the priest with an egg, or 
a piece of money, whichever suits his means 
or inclination. This cOnduded, the whole 
retire tp their respective homes. 

At six o'doek the morning service cdvit 
memoes, when eadi person brings with him a 
Oldie and a qdantity of cimis, the ktter made 
into a pyrftifhidal ferm, «al meiked with fme 
or more figures of the cross. These, at the end 
of tlti seitriee, are blessed by the priest^ who 
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either takes off a portion of the cake for him- 
selfyOr receives a small piece of money in lieu 
of it. With the consecrated food, the pious 
Christian then returns home, and enjoys his 
breaidast, after ^hich he is at liberty to make 
any compensation to his stomach which he 
pleases, for the rigidity of his previous fast- 
ing. The lower orders avail themselves so 
freely of this permission, that the results not 
unfrequently prove fatal. 

The above is the only service of this happy 
day, the remainder of which is devoted to 
pleasure and enjoyment, visiting their friends, 
and driving about the city with every variety 
of equipage : even the tinker and the tailor 
sport their carriages on the occasion. The 
bells are ringing the whole of the day, while 
groups of people animate the streets, present- 
ing eggs of various kinds and colours to their 
friends, and saluting them with the joyful 
tidings of, " Ohristos voskos," ** €hrist is 
risen," answered by the equally gratulatory 
response, " Vawtimio voskos," " truly he is 
risen.'' 

Wbaf. adds to the brilliancy of the day is^ 
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that the middle and lower classes appeiur in 
new clothes, and the servants in their gayest 
liveries. Marriages, however, are not allowed 
to be solemnized until the following week ; — 
but every one appears happy enough in all * 
conscience; and such an addition might be 
incompatible with the weakness of a mortal 
brain, and crack it with excess of joy. 

On this occasion I attended the service of 
the reformed church, and then occupied the 
remainder of the day in visiting and congra- 
tulating my Russian friends ; nor did I fbi^t 
the customary salute on the hands of the 
ladies, which was returned by a kiss on the 
cheek or forehead. I believe, however, this 
ceremony is not expected from foreigners ; but 
I was anxious to show the utmost respect^ as 
w^l ais my readiness to conform with the 
manners and customs of the country. Per- 
haps it is a question as yet undecided, whether 
the traveller ^in a foreign country should 
observe his own national peculiarities, or sub- 
mit them to those of^tfae people amongst whom 
he nmy be sojourning. 

The Easter festivities continue throughout 
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tfae^hole week, during whidi time the lower 
Orders amuse themselves with wooden liHls, 
laid exhibitions of various Icinds, which are 
held on the Boulevards at the Padnavii»ky« 
Among other cariosities to be seen at this 
place, during the present season, was a mer^^ 
miudj represented on tl^ outside of the booths 
as swimming in the sea; but, on entering, 
you were surprised to find a wooden bddy, 
with wii^s attached to it; that part which 
most appertained to the fidb, made of tin, 
worked in the mumer of scales; while the 
head, body, and arms^ were covered with wax, 
and the face well rouged. 

On the Monday after Easter, business re-^ 
turned into its ordinary channel, with this 
exc^ti<ni^1hat, during the first three days, 
all the various remnants are collected t(^e«* 
ther in the respective shops, and sold at a low 
rate. 

On this day I had the pleasm^e of being 
intfodnced to Dr. Lyall, a gentleman whose 
literary productions relative to this city have 
since excited so much attention and interest 

On Tuesday, the 1st oi May, (O. S.) there 
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was a {nromenade, in carriages, in the Sakcd- 
nika Wood, with a great display of beauty 
and fashion. On this occasion, you see lai^ 
parties dining in their tents, attended by mfli- 
tary and other music, with gypsies dancing, 
and a variety of other entertainments. This 
promenade is said to have wtginated from an 
entertainment given by Peter the Great on 
this day (according to a German custom) to 
his foreign artificers, who were chiefiy of that 
nation, when the nobility and populace were 
attracted as spectators. In time, it became a 
regular annual promenade."^ 

At this time Moscow was agitated by the 
horrid report of a wcmian, who had been appre- 
hended for eating (as it was said, by her own 
confession,) twenty-four children. We after- 
wards were informed, that the report was only 
a tub thrown out to divert the minds of the 
people, during the period of casting a large 
bell, intended for the town of Oazan ; a super- 

* Sakolnika, in tbift Rfistifni Utig^age^ sigtiifies bawk, 
8^nd from tbere being an imperial bawkery near tbe abore 
^oody just witbont tbe city gate, boih tbese places bave 
litttce derived tbetr names. 
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stiti(ms opinion prevailing, that the bell can- 
not be properly cast if public attention is at 
the time directed to it ! 

. It may here be worthy of remark, that 
mothers and nurses in Russia do not like to 
have their childoBU admired too much: this is 
what they call casting an evil eye upon them. 
On this account they will often, before allow-* 
uig you to see them, desire you to turn from 
them, and spit three times on the ground, with 
a view of ejecting the evil spirit ; — or if you 
happen to have seen them without this pre- 
caution, the mother turns her head aside, and 
performs the operation instead of you. 

. There are few people in the world more 
influenced by superstitious feelings than the 
Russians, either as respect their religious con- 
stitution, or the > more ordinary occurrences of 
private life. Of this characteristic tendency, 
the above anecdotes, as well as a variety of 
Other instances that have been related in 
these pages, are illustrations: I shall, how- 
ever, avail myself of the present oppqrtunity 
of entering into farther details on the subject. 
The following instance has, perhaps, scarcely 
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a pttrftltel, except in the fanaticism of the dis^ 
eiples of Joanna Somhcote: — About three 
y^ars siiio^ a girl, thirteen years of age^ 
oomm^nced digging with her hands under a 
tree near the ehurofa of the village of Goo* 
seiver, in the 'neighbourhood of Moscow, in 
dmsequence of cbimnunications said toliave 
been received in various dreams, that she 
would find, in the fir^ instance a candle; 
seoHidiy , a post ; then an image, which was 
to be placed in a niche of the church left 
purposely for it; and^lastly, a spring of water, 
thJBtt! wpuld become the source of a mighty 
river. The nature <if this supernatural com-« 
Datuhicatioan becoming known, immense crowds 
flodded to the spot, to witness the results of 
her labours'; amcmgst whom were many sick 
peo{^, who expected to be relieved from their 
infirmities by drinkingy or washing their sores 
with the muddy watet that collected during 
her operaiicHi^, the ground being composjed 
of argillaceous strata, with much moisture from 
rain. In the coursie- of her proceedings, the 
eaofiUeatid post made their appearance; but 
tfafep(^06t)[ien^inlerfmi9d,and prevented the 
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eofttinuatioa of the fiixce, in consequence oC 
the discovery of collusion between her panmts 
mA tbe priest and clerk of the village, who 
had devised thiaextraordinary mode of giving 
eelebrity and wealth to a poor ixmntry ehurdk 
It i^ generally thought that the afiietir: termi«' 
natedtinall the parties, including the priest, 
being. knouted and banished to Siberia. 

Another instance ci the superstjitiob of the 
RiURsian peasantry occurred aboutj the same 
time. The Countess Bobrinski having dirai^ted 
the. felling of an old oak tree on her domain^ 
the workmen, after a few blows upon ita 
trunkj observed, to their astoniadliment, a aed«i 
dish liquor flow out. This they cofnoeived to 
be blood; Ae report soon, spread throughout 
the neighbourhood, and th0U8ands.flooked to 
the spot, who, mgarding .the pkenomenoi^ aa 
a mirade, proceeded^ to hang. the teeei.witii 
garlands and images; the isick. wem favDught 
to it to be healed, and varimu; jxuftions of thri 
wood earried Miray as. Mcred reiicsr Ttt^ 
eountess persisting, notwithstanding the sano*: 
tity of thi8*np«|e|ralde.odc, in. her, dfltenaiasb? 
tioa to^have i| pras^atedioai.tlKL^reoildjllMi 

A . TO . 
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pe^MMs (fcl* superstatton tirill give courage 
even to slaves) (feverthfned to' b^pbise tiM 
execution of her orders; and'it #&^ notumll 
» bbdjc «f soldiers^ were ealled out fe <gilf)brse 
tliemi that the tree was «ut dotm, and' tr«d^ 
<iniliity restored^tO'the iKiighbotiilKXtd.- 
In thfeir iimrshipj the RuisDitaii^ipt'd^M'nM 
t6 addresgany itaiftge that feearVed df^gWrreni^ 
but only stieh as a^ painted' ftf<>il-col6ur»'()it 
wood, the artist lyihg pitoWifefej' oiP MW ftio^ 
while eage^ed' ift the^ diviii^ ddcdpdtihm 
There \g soinethirtg: vety- ltidi<*otiS'iin flicT 
mode of obtaiiiiEfg a saint fioAi'>tb«ftaftlfUfabJ 
ixm¥; they db not' iJurcfliaseJttn^- ttiti«af « 
making an exchange, or lkiyirig?thfe'^d'iiiMl 
silver^ with which iCI i^^* 09>haiiigiiled'j th^se 
holy perSdAag^s^ h&wfe^r- ai^'re^ailj^ ei:<i 
potedlHeeo^Hi^W^sc^tUicfe;-: i^tki^mt 
ifi w^ehfthle affiiiriiistidndiibted<i« stsioOf^s: 
Th* piftr«)n whb Witftt a sfeiAt • «lifer'tnhk5fi|* 
his stektotidii, tey^ of^ tfi^ cctunte^' whdt h^ 
thmk»<ttt) ade^ate' flfitla;> w!ilel^,if the maM-i 
fitf6«o*er do€J»i«o«fcohj»i^r'stil8fcii^nt,' i^*put 
bacfcr tot! him: fe^^thfenf;? f^M tidie^ to time, 
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glueh is the. requisition in which these images 
are held, that no apartment, not even a stable, 
U: without its patron saint. 

Much deference is paid to omens* The 
Busj^sms having their lucky and unlucky 
days, f^w. of them will comnience a journey^ 
0r undertake any business of importance, on 
a Monday. Friday is also with them a black 
fUy« If) on leaving home, the first person a 
Russian mi^ets happens to be a clergyman, 
it is ten to one but he turns back, to obviate 
tl^e ill luck of; passing him; or, if Jie happens 
to have pas^ previous to seeing him, he 
^mediately turns round, and s(Mts three 
))ipes on the ^und« 

. If a har^ crosses his path, or a pigeon flies 
atlfwart his window, it is aijt ill omen. Many 
CajlQilies will not allow salt-cellars u^n the 
table, k$t t|i<p salt, shomld l^ spaUed, but 
have 1;he . latter placed on tjie i^th in a |)yra- 
midal form. I discovered this omen otke day 
at dinner^, by finding my bread very salt. 

On a Eussiim changing his i^sidence, 
be assembles h|s family and servants, when 
t|iey all s^ down in a circle, and rise at the 
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$ame instant: this is considered as taking 
leave of the house. On entering into posses* 
sion of a new house, or on returning to ii 
after a long absence, his friends send him a 
present of bread and salt, as a welcome : nay, 
even the governors of provinces are in this 
way received on taking possession of their 
governments. A friend of mine one day, 
after a sumptuous dinner, was, during the 
dessei*t, invited to partake of a black loaf^ 
which was placed on the table, with a salt- 
cellar upon it: he naturally declined so unin* 
viting a morsel ; but his host insisting on his 
compliance, he was agreeably disappointed 
by finding under this form, a delicious sponge* 
cake that had been sent by the landlord of 
the house to his tenant, in conformity with the 
above custom. 

On the 21st of May the weather was so fine 
and warm, that we were enabled to dine in 
the open air. This is a gratification to which 
one strong objection exists in Moscow during 
the summer time — ^the great abundance of 
gnats, whose bites are venomous. The can- 
tharis, or blistering*fly, is also sometimes 
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soep in Moseoi;^, when t^e wiqd has been long 
blowing from thei soi,itfa. It i$ very coinmpa 
i^ ^e Ukraine, $p as. to constitute an article 
of exportation. Russia abounds also with 
many of the s^rpept tribe, but few of them axe 
yei>|0];aous. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



IMkif^ tit Motoow— RfibaiiUi Arm j;--Ihititttti<m ifor O 

Widows'— Captaio Cochrane — The Author's inteotion of 
visiUng Siberia — His friends* remonstrances against it — 
iftis motives explained — Interview with, the Governor- 
Qenml relative to his views — Mrs. Cochrane — ^Visit to 
the prison — Prince Dolgorouky's horn music — Arrange- 
ments for leaving Moscow. ' 

So many detailed aocotials have i^peared 
MSpecting the highly important part this city 
was destined to sustain .diiring the late invBr 
sion of the Frendi, that little additional itifor- 
mation remained for myself to glean relative 
to this interesting subject. 

What most impressed ide, however, was the 
wonderful ccnfidencewiih which the minds of 
the pedpte were inspired by the^ ingenious 
btdetins df the governor, Gount Rost^pohin, 
arjid which were admirably calcinated to ope- 
rate ttt)on tteir feeUngs^ anid {Hrejodices. 
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The following can scarcely fail to be read 
with interest. 

" BULLETIN. 

<' HecuL Qiartenibeiwesn Qjai andMqiauk. 

" Our van-guard is at Gjat; the situation 
occupied by our army is eiODeediii^y strongs 
and there His Serene Highness thfe Prince in- 
tends to, give the enemy battle.. We are now 
equal in numbers, and Within two days we 
shall be further reinforced by twenty thousand 
men. Our troops are all Russians, of one 
religion, subjects of one Eniperdf, defending 
the temples of Ood, their wives, their childrenr, 
and the graves ctf their Others. ,The enemy , 
on the contrary, fight for th?ir subsistence, aiid 
die in the act of plundering. If! they lose but 
one battle, they will all dis|)erse, and their 
names wiU be forgotten. 

" Y<m ktiowtbat Lam informed of ev^ry 
thiqg that pasises inM dscow. Yesterday th^e 
was someU^iing improper d<me, and whiob ceri- 
tainly deserVeii reprciof. . Two Germans^ )Nho 
came to ej&ehaiig^ money, weife fallowfiv^^ 
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be«ktefi, and received iso.much kijury itom the 
peof^le, that one of them nearly lost his life. 
They took them for spies, which ought t^ 
have been examined into; but that was my 
business, and you know I would not in such a 
case spare my own countrymen. Where is 
the merit, for a hundred of you to beat a mea- 
gre Frenchman, or a perriwigged, smoked 
German? What inclination have you to thus 
dirty your hands? Those who act in such a 
mannei^, will not defend themselves in case of 
need. When you think you bbserve a spy, 
then bring him ta me, but do not strike him, 
and' thus bring a reproach upon your country. 
We must annihilate"^ the French army, not 
bruise the eyes of surfi poor wretches. The- 
wounded have been brought hither; they are 
placed in the Palace of Golovin ; I have seen 
them; I have given them to eat and to drink^, 
and put them to bed. They have fought for 
you, therefore you must not neglect them, but 
visit and comfort them.- You fe^* eriminals. 



* The original word signifies literally '' io bury in the grobiid 
'wiAoiii c4tejDmy^*J as if tke^body wa» that of A brul^ AnidaaDi 
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and our friendsk— ^a# can we recuse them our 
afiSHstanoe. 

" (Signed) Count Rostopohin." 



** bULLfcTIN. 

^ TwiO cfouriersy dispatcbed from the fiei4 
of battle^ have brought from the Commander^ 
in-Cl^ef d the army the foUowing intelligenoou 

. ^\ ^ Yesterday ) the 26th, was fought a very 
hot and bloody battle. The Russians^ with 
the assistauoe of God, did not retreat a singly 
«^Pi notwithstanding the enemy fought against 
j(hem with desperaition. Trusting in the Lord, 
^4 ^e sa^ed relics of IV^oscow, I hope to^ 
mprrow. to fight them s^io with renewed 
vigour* 

^' ^ Thia losws of the enemy arte inealcuhible^ 
their orders were to take no prisoners, (none 
whatever,) and that the French must either 
eofi^er or. perishi^ if we to day^ with the 
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iMMMtanea oC Gkid, onoe marajrepake thans 
tiif» ihb wmtufk^^ndhiB wicked foUowerSy must 
perish by liunger,fire^ or. sw<«d^' . ) 

^^ I send to the army four tbonsand bmb of 
tjmr new weridte, ammilaition for tma hfimdred 
and fifty pieees of oaimoto, and |m>vi0i0ii«. 
My true believera> Im not uiiMsy ; the bkmi 
of our brethren flaws for the ctoliva*ajioe ofjoiir 
coumry ; wb oiirwfares are ready to reinforee 
ik» ann^ if iieeeom^. God will strei^th^i 
USy and a grave awaits our perfidious ^ii^ny 
In the fields of Bussia^ 

" (Signed) Count RosTOPCHrN. 

" Moscm^, AuguH %ith, (O. S.) 1812." 



*' BULLETIN. ' 

^' His IS;9«e))6 Highness, thd Prince^ in orcbr 
to unite earliar with th^ tr0o|» marching 16 
join him, has passec^JKIojaisk^andppsted him- 
self in a strong situation, where the enemy 
cannot suddenly irttack l^inii ForiyH^igbt 
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968, nuufiTiiis. 

pieces (^oannon, with ammunition, have been 
sent to him from hence. The Prince declares 
that he will defend Moscow to the las:t drop of 
his blood, and that he Will continue to fight 
the eaemy in the streets. 

^f Do not, my friends, regfti^ the shutting 
of our ooiirts of justice for the present: we 
must dose those proceeding, that we may 
settle our accounts with the eneihy; if the 
trial should come, I may stand in need cf onv 
youths, both of town or country. My signal 
will be given two days prior. At present it is 
not necessary; I am therefore iralent/ A 
hatchet will do very well ; a hay-fork also will 
not be amiss ; but a three-pronged fork will be 
best of all. A Frenchman is no heavier than 
a sheaf of rye. To-morrow afternoon I shall 
bear the image of the Virgin Mary of Iviria 
to the wounded soldiers at Catharine's Hos- 
pital; we will there consecrate the water, and 
they will soon recover. One of my eyes has 
been disordered, but I now see with both. 

"(Signed) Count RosTopcHm. 

'' MoKOifi, August t0i(p.S.)l^l2'\^ * 
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/'BULLETIN. 



^^ brethren i our fomseu are num^^ous, viA 
ready tx> lay down tfaeif' lives in daCrape of 
their country. We will not suffer tfaisae mis* 
freants U> enter Moscow^ biit we ourselves 
nwst assist and do our duty. It would be 4 
heavy fidft to abandon our country laeoi Mofh 
cow IS our mothw, she has nourished ^nd enr 
riched you. 

i : ^' I call "upon you, in the n9fm of the Blessed 
Virgin, to defend tlie temples o( theXord^ 
Moscow^ and tbe Russian empire. - Arfti your- 
selves, each with what he can, both hOrse and 
foot J ttike witiii yOM bread only for tbreeidays. 
Go with thetorpss ; take alao; the sacked ban^ 
Of rs from the^ehnncbes ; and .with 4bese eu$%Kis 
assemble iiamediately m th^ threeibiUs. I 
wffl be wi4h ywt:y 9i»i^ WA will tOgejtJ^er d^ttroy 
t^ eaavay. . Glor^ ipi the highest to those who 
persevere — ^fame immortal to those wbp fiftU— 
pat, woeait the day of ju^^ment to those who 
excuse themselves. 

--■ '* (Signed) Count Rostopchin. 
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tW DEBTRUOTIDif Dl^ MOSCOW. 

Another contrivance /or amusing the minds 
of the inhabitants at this critical moment, was 
the preparation of an immenM bdlleon^ under 
the direction^ of a B^ Schmidt, wliieh it was 
reported wttuld infidlibly deistroy the FV^ieh 
a^my. To carry thiis measure int^ cHBfedt^ « 
requisition was made of more 'than' ttlMndMd 
milliner girls. The French army^ hovw^ty 
made its appearance biftfora thte wonderfel 
machine could be got in readiness. It haiS 
generally been imagined tbat^ the preparkticm 
of this balloon wa^ a mere pretext, undei^ cover 
c€ irhich the didl^rentwrraiigefiaentsfcr setting 
iirs' to the city were^^ ^cpeditCKL This suiMise 
is evidtintly^ confitmed by^the fttrocMdlngii of 
thecouitHtnartial held'hytheFVen^^upoii the 
persoift iK^ were takem up in the act^ of 
spreading des«mction tb^ougbotot^ tiie^crty^* 
and'1»te6h'aISol^es no ddiri^t of'^jtlieafct be^g 
t}»e * result of ^ a pneconoetted^plati, etf >tfae piart 
ofihe'^ssiiiiig(»^emnieat;^ ~. 

Afiter'theoec^imlaoiiof the^dty bythd^iteiiiy'^ 
his foraging parties were frcnn t}JMet<!>^ time so 

* Tkis interestlBg^dMumentisgli^mlttitie AppHM^x 41. 
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hAnuved: by the GossMcii, and oUier< Itvssuia 
troops^ ^t little ov no 8iqq)lifts.«ould be ol»i> 
taioed from, the Mrrottndio|p covbtt^i. C(»lt 
ajdomble. te^saaroos, however^ stSJk. nMMooisd 
within the city, derivable b*m (h» iwbliciEmd 
prihwle:store8, as weU as the many <weU «tiedc<id 
fishponds and vegetable gardens in itsimme^ 
diate vicinity; these at. leng^th beginning to 
&ili recourse was had to the immense number 
cf pigeof^: and crtafws, wi(h wl^ch. the.- city 
abounds; the fcarmer being regaprded as^saored 
faodfi, and th^pefbre especially {protected. by 
the iahabit«B#My -M leqe^^the^ weco; qqib^ 
pcjOfd to.oon^mence their retread; qn eyeaj( 
wHM^wt^QaOMnttinicated-by the £plllcg"r|i|g bufn 
letin: — . ,.. 

« T!he enMny, priMed aind daily routed: by 
our tfOQfiSy Ittve bQen.compi)|led>to.eva<«iia 
Hpaooitfy. on the lltkoC Ootobeir^ (0;>&) yet 
In flyings he, i](ed»t«i^ to-wouBcl^ b^}n«iit9 i»i 
siilu»f tiM piQM»BiiN5siKn:^Fk), /ckotroyin^ by 
xiMies theiKr)»idin>MMl5chcu»}h*8 YAtfrwmwB^ 
pfHle.tb&hodies^oCsiiiMs. Wi^^io^ ixmoai^ 
frdtin hisiW9ilii!r^hough!|Mii»|o( ^ kmSt ii 
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the Kremlin, and nearly the 'livtible ei the 
Imiklings have been blown into the air, or 
destroyed by fire, yet die cathedrals aiid 
cfaiiiieiies' containing the sacred relics^ remain 
entire and uninjured. A mark of tiie mercy 
of iGfod towards the Emperor and the Rusmtn 
empitie. 

' "ifo«cou?,Oc/o6crl2fA,(O.S.)18l-2." 

On tMs memorable occasion^ Iniany indivi^ 
^als are said to- have realized conisiderable 
sums, by purchasing, from the soldieris of the 
invading army, the plunder which they had 
appropriated to themselves; as immense bun* 
dies Of Russian bank-notes^ whiiih were gladly 
exchanged for coins of any description. 

I shall not attempt an account of the aggra- 
vated suflbrings 'they afterwards sustained, 
rinee these are well known to ev<^ reader. 
^ The exemplary 'military qualities^ disj^ayed 
\fy the Riusstan army during this ibvasioh of 
tlifeir couiltry^ as.w^l as in the subsequent 
eampMgns, has not only efili^ied Ml previims 
stigma cr prejudice witli' pespect to it, bui 
elevisited its repiutalion to' a height of gkry 
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MODE OF LEVYING SOLDI£R$. 273 

scarcely surpassed by any other nation in the 
world. 

Independent of the enthusiasm excited on 
all hands, to repel an unprovoked and appa- 
r^itly overwhelming invasion, this high cha- 
racter of the Russian army may in great mea- 
sure be attributed to the manner in which its 
soldiers are levied, and which places in its 
ranks, only a choice selection of the peasantry 
of the country. The following is the mode in 
which their levies are made. 

The number of men wanted being divided 
amongst the different governments, its various 
subdivisions and villages, the whole are taken 
by lot, upon the principle of our militia ballots. 
After the ballot, however, the intended recruit 
is rejected unless, on inspection, he is found of 
proper stature, and perfectly sound in every 
respect ; these points being ascertained, a tuft 
is immediately cut off from the fore part of the 
head, which is the sign of approbation; other- 
wise he is shorn in a similar way behind, and 
started off without a word, as unworthy of the 
honour of being " written a soldier.'* The 
^rvice is at first very obnoxious to the new 

VOL. I. T 
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274 PAT OF THE SOLDIERS. 

ballots; but they soon notonly become recon* 
ciled, but attached to it ; for although the pay 
is small, many advantages accrue to them ; in 
the first (dace they become fr^at the moment 
of enrolment, and rend» free any woman they 
may choose to marry, and after twenty-fiv^ 
years service are allowed to retire as freemen. 
Their sons are, however, attached to the army 
as soldiers. 

The pay of the lower ranks of the army is 
as follows : — 



IUHil>le9. 


Copecks. 


A common soldier • . 3 


13i per month. 


A grenadier .... 3 


32 do. 


An under officer ... 5 


22 do. 


A cadet serving for the 




rank of officer . . 12 


44f do. 



They are allowed in additipn, one pood, or 
thirty *six pounds (English) of flour, and about 
three^sixteenths of an English bushel of budc 
wheat per month; ammunition and clothing 
once in two yeans; canteens, buttons, and 
other brass and tin materials, once in eight 
years ; two pair of boots, with two pair ol spare 
soles, and eighteen ai^shines of Unen, mfery 
year. . .r 
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The oQoen nfe cdbHged to oaaUnenpe ti^lr 
sdrtioes in tlue fad^a; alter vfaidi they ad- 
vance adoording as they may poetess ititendst^ 
or extraordimury merits As i^ilitary title & 
in this eountfy the only ground of pmxdenooi 
it becomes desirable for all who ant at public 
distiiicti<» to obtain this lank; it can, I]6w« 
ever be acquired by civil as well as military 
oocupation; so that all the first civilians ate 
generals; this, however, gives no standing in 
the army itself to attain wMch the due grada- 
tions of military service adust have been gone 
tfarooglL 

A major^neFal of infantry recces in net 
pay only^ two thousand one hundred roubles 
per annum^ equal to eigfatyHseveu pounds ten 
sMlfings English money: he has, however, 
for table money fifteen hundred or two thou- 
^u^ roubles piore; and is allowed eight 
sotd»rs as servants, for whom he receives flour 
from the crown. He is entitled also to military 
quarters j and if he haj^ns to attain the com- 
mand of a regiment, has many perquisitea, 
which materiiUly improve his inccmie^ Inde- 
pendently of these advantages be has the 
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chance, in the event of distinguishing himstelf, 
of obtaining an arrende, or grant of an estate, 
either for a term of years, or in perpetuity, the 
lease of which, in the former case, is geirerally 
.renewable to his &mily, or at least made so 
without much difficulty. 
• The pay of a colonel is one thousand two 
hundred roubles, arid of a major eight hun- 
dred ; and which, as arrendes are not granted 
to officers of these ranks, is very inadequate 
to their 'necessities. Occasionally, however, 
a colonel becomes the conunandant of a regi- 
ment, in which case his advantages exceed 
those of a major-geAeral without a regiment. 

Military men in Russia, cannot be arrested 
for debt,— but a portion (one fifth) of their 
pay, may by a tedious process, be appropriated 
for the benefit of their creditors. 

Officers have no half pay, although they 
occasionally receive pensions. At the end of 
a war they may quit the service, and return 
to it, if they please, at the ck)ihmencement of a 
new one, with their former rank. 

There is in Moscow an institution for the 
benefit of the poor Widows of officers, which 
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is under the patronage of the Dowager Em- 
press, and the more immediate direction of 
M. Narishkin, a senator of the city, who 
makes it his study to promote the happiness 
of its imnates. 

The building accommodates three hundred 
widows with their children, and has gardens 
attached, which afiford an ample supply of 
vegetables, as well as agreeable promenades. 
Th»e are also three hundred out pensioners, 
who receive each one hundred rubles per 
annum. Fifty of the residents are permitted, 
to study medicine, when after a year's attend- 
ance at tha hospital, they undergo an examina- 
tion, which if satis&ctory, entitles them to 
receive a gold cross, and licence to practice 
as upper nurses, under the title of Sceurs de 
Cbarit^, the emolument from which is en- 
tirely appropriated to their own advantage. 
These members of the institution are held in 
extraordinary respect, set at a separate table, 
and provided with four dishes at dinner in- 
stead of three. 

The other resi<knts occupy themselves as 
they please, and for their own exclusive ad- 
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vttiitage» ahhongli they are provided with 
otoatbes, board, lodging, and every other ne* 
oessary fk^ee ol expenee. 

The diildren are educated with every pos* 
sible care, until the boys attain the age of 
nine^ and the girls that of twehre ; they are 
then obliged to seek occupation, or an asylum, 
elsewfaere. 

The qualification necessmry for adaasisskm 
i»y that the husband of the candidate nmst 
have held the rank of an officer for mwe than 
ten year». 

On Saturday, May 31st, I was honoured 
with a visit from General Fonbrien, accom- 
panied by the interesting traveller Captain 
Cochrane, whose arrival from Siberia I had 
been for some time past daily anticipating, and 
from whom I hoped to elicit a variety of par«- 
tieulisars relating to my own proposed journey 
into that country. Notwithstanding my ia^ 
tention of penetrating into Siberia was knstty 
condemned by ray friends, yet my remtution 
was so deliberately taken and firmly fixedly long 
before t vetitutred to announce my determina- 
tiiM, that 1 «^hfoiiM not have been deteired by 
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any arguments that might have been urged 
agamst it. I reflected in particular, that what 
had proved practicable to others, might not be 
impossible to myself. 

Before leaving Petersburg I carefully con- 
cealed my intentiois from my nearest friends, 
and even when his excellency Sir Charles 
Bagot, questioned me as to the direction I 
proposed to take from Moscow, I avoided the 
raeaticm of any definite extent to my journey, 
sim^y admitting that it would be eastward, 
in the direction of Cazan ; when he was {deased 
to offer itie his assistance on all occasions. I 
may add, that his excellency's opinion served 
to confirm my own, since he expressed him- 
self convinced, that sA a privaite individual, I 
shouM receive every possible attention from 
the chiefs of the various governments I might 
pass through ; ai^ that he did not consider it 
even necessary to apply to the ministw of the 
interior for letters of especii^ protection, as 
some of my friends had recommended me to do. 

When my intention first began to transpire 
at Moscow, every one made it his business to 
demonstrate the madness and absurdity of 
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attempting so dangerous, uninteresting, and 
disagreeable a journey, in a country where, as 
respected myself in particular, nothii^ was to 
be either seen or heard ! In short, the name 
of Siberia, probably from early associations, 
seemed connected in their minds only with 
sentiments of horror* Not a stranger to wli<»a 
I was casually introduced, but made it the first 
object of his conversation to fish into my plans 
and endeavour to dissuade me from their pro- 
secution. It was kindly meant, but my deter- 
mination was inflexible, and these urgenci^ 
only produced the trite reply that " time 
would shew how far my views were chi- 
merical." 

And, what it may be again asked, by his 
English reader, could be the object proposed 
by the author, in thus persisting in views so 
contradictory to the sentiments of all his 
friends ? I admit that the desire of meeting 
with novelty, constituted one of my leading 
motives. 

<< For such the bounteous providence of heaven. 
In every breast implanting this desire; 
Of objects new and strange to urge us on. 
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With unreuutted laboars to pursue. 
Those sacred stores that wait the ripening soul 
In truth's exhaustless bosom. What need words 
To paint its power ? For this the daring youth. 
Breaks from bis weeping mother's anxious arms. 
In foreign climes to rove /* 

I had formerly visited a great part of 
southern Europe, as well as the oontinent of 
North America, and was desirous of making 
myself acquainted with the manners ajid cus- 
toms of a country ) with which the inbabitaiits 
of Europe have hitherto had but little cpmmu* 
nication, and at best a very imperfect know- 
ledge of; a country deemed as yet so bar- 
barous, as to be hardly entering within the 
pale of civilization, and in whose tents the 
stranger could scarce abide with safety. Rely- 
ing, however, on the general similarity of 
human nature, its various differences being 
the secondary effects of early habits or pre- 
judice, I felt no apprehension of trusting my- 
self in the midst of such a people, conyinqed 
that a conformity with their manners and 
custcmis, and an avoidance of ridicule and 
opposition to their prejudices, would conciliate 
their feelings, and ei)sure th^r proteeticfn. 
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I was farther stimulated by a desire to 
prove to the world, that notwithstanding 
my personal defects, I was capable of over- 
coming difficulties which to them might appear 
impossible. 

On tihe following day, June 1st, I had the 
pleMure of accompanying Captain Cochrane 
to both the cotnmandant, and the govemor- 
gener^ of Moscow, the latter of whom iii- 
fm^M^d me, contrary to the expectations of 
Captain Codirane, that it was not necessary 
for me to obtain any especial protection, or 
licNice, from the minister of the interior, to 
enable me to penetrate into Siberia, since the 
Siberian governments were, as related to these 
poinls, conducted on precisely the same prin« 
eiples as those in other parts of theempire : and 
when I staledy in reply to his inquiry as to the 
propoaed extent of my journey, that I wished to 
take out i^y licence for post horses to IrkouMk^ 
he gave me to understand that I might 
there eblain aft intension in any^itectien I 
^eftsed, an assu/anee which set »y itimd At 
eaaie in Uiis fespect^ and which I deemed a 
suffici^M aulhortty to Mrt Upon. 
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Gaptein Codirane had been $iceowpmiieA 
firom Kaniiebatka by an inlereMing yemng 
ladj^a native of tiiat QOnniOryj to whom he wa» 
happily united in the bonds^of matrimony ; and 
as he was anxious to shew her the wonders of 
this great city, I had the xiteasure of attending 
her« with another lady and gendeman, to the^ 
Kremlin, where we mounted the tower of Iva»* 
Yeleki. We naturaUyeocpected that idie would 
have expreaied her adiiiRatioD wddt moob 
warmth f she appealed pleased with vrbat 
sdie saw^ but not at all surprised. In a day 
or two alter we attended her to the the*fere, 
the amosemeat of which it was conceived s^ 
would be (Stabled to iq[>prebiale, firom her being 
well aoiiuainl^ wiUithe Ibiarianlai^uager iShe 
paid much attention, and seemed interested, 
par^oularly^Witfa to entertainmg vaudeviBt^ 
named the PamMs^ at which she laughed 
hMvtify ; bet although this wte the first legiilar 
drunatie repreeeniatton. die had ever wit^ 
nesae^ w^ did not notice that ejqixession of 
astonidmsent wbkh we hsd anticipated. 

Th» ledy, who was repreeeoted as very 
handsome alfiottglt a hfttive <^so dHumt a 
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country, and only in her fifteenth year, was 
by no means unpolished or awkward in her 
manners ; she possessed, it is true, much dif- 
fidence, which served only to render her the 
more interesting; in short her parents had 
been conversant with the more civilized parts 
of the empire, and had educated her accord- 
ing to theijr customs. 

On the 6th I accompanied a party to the 
Prison, named the Ostrog, which is constructed 
on the plan of Howard, and kept in admirable 
order. At this time it contained within its 
walls about four hundred and fifty prisoners, 
but occasionally the number is much exceeded. 
The more general punishments resorted to 
in this place, are knouting, and banishment to 
Siberia for life, unless strong interest, orsome^ 
imperial act of grace shortens the period of 
exile. We examined the knout, and the mode 
of using it, and its effects demonstrated on a 
a piaster waU^ when each blow uniformly 
brought forth a portion of the composition. 
The handle of this instrument was about two 
feet in length, and divided in the middle by a 
leathern joint, so as to allow the one half to 
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swing. backward and forward with the lash. 
This latter part was at)Out four feet in length, 
having a ring of three inches in diameter 
attached to its extremity, to which was added 
a thong of hardened leather about the size of 
a gaiter strap. With this instrument, I am 
assured, the executioner, (who is always a 
reprieved criminal,) seldom foils to take a 
(tortion from out of the victim's back at each 
blow. 

Horrible as this appears, the situation of 
criminals, both as respects their prison treat- 
ment and the severity of punishment, has 
been materially amelioratied duritag the pre- 
. sent emperor's reign. Nor are any of the exiles 
now sent off withcmt adequate supplies of 
clothing. 

On the evening of Sunday, the 8th, ieifter 
dining at a friend's in the country, we visited 
the pleasure gardens of Prince Dolgorouky, at 
Petrofsky RasamoflGsky. To this venerable 
gentleman, now eighty years of age, and his 
daughter, the Princess Gerchikoff, we had the 
h<Hiour of being introduced. I had h^«, for 
the first time, the gratification of hearing the 
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Sbb mtionaifaofn nmsic, tbe stikoBm of wlikk 
exoeeded ftvery idea I InmI precofioeived witfi 
respeettoit The tones which were produoed 
cooU eidy be compaied to, init at llie Mine 
time greatly exceeded^ the noet mekdious 
notes oi the orgaB* The prince's band coii»^ 
sinted of twenty-two nuisiciant, each {daying 
thrae notes ; die hands of this kasd of rausie^ 
howe>^er, more commonly comprise from forty 
to sixty horns, each being confined to a single 
note. 

The suMiiBier was now mpidly adnmein^, 
and tiss weather had become extnsMely warm, 
aldiou^ st91 variabke^ particidarly towwds 
evemngy when we generally eiqaeriem^l a 
heavy tkonder storm, wfaiiA oontributBd mate- 
rially to cool the air. I had now got through 
fltt the troublesome turma^ required by the po- 
lioe, to enable ma to take out my Iksence for 
post horses to brioaotsky and detcamined to 
abridge as &r as possible my further stay m 
Moscow. 

For this licaioe, to travri a distance of ii«e 
thousand three hundred and jSity vents, equal 
to three thousand Are faun^Nd and sixty- 
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Bweu English mUes^ I vm chai^^ed about sine 
pcmnds gteiiing, or two huBdred and fomlaen 
roubles, being at the rate of four copedcs per 
verst lor two horses; and I was afterward 
charged at tte req[iectiire post bouses ten oo* 
peeks per verst tar this number of horses ; to 
whieh the eharge was limited, notwithstand^ 
ing the driver put three, and frequently fimr^ 
into the carriage. 

I bad travelled from St Petes^sburg to Mos« 
cow in the diligence ; but I found this mode of 
QODveyanee did not extend fSsrther into the 
ii^rior, and Aiat the only govemtnent substi*^ 
tute was the teli^^, or post oart, a small, l^ht 
machine upon four wlrads, and without springs. 
I was induced, however, to prefer traveling in 
my own equipage, and was on the point of 
purchasing a britohka, when Oaptam Cochrane 
MTived, and made me a» ofi^ of the equipage 
which he had brought new from Casan, wheri 
he was compelled to abandon his sledge, iu oon^ 
sequence of the snow roads having disappeared, 
and to whom it now became unneeessary, as 
he proposed takii^'^the diligence to St. Petei^^ 
buvg. V also eng«^ed the same Tartar postil^* 
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lion as bad accompanied him from Cazan> 
and was thus at once nearly fitted out for my 
journey. 

. Dr. Lyall, for whose friendly attentions I 
shall ever feel indebted, did me the favour to 
assist in procuring a stock of medicine, not 
only with a view to my own relief, should sick* 
ness invade me in a country where medical aid 
might be sought for in vain, but also to 
enable me to be instrumental in affording as- 
sistance to others ; an expectation in which I 
was not a little encourage by the smattwing 
of physic which I had acquired during my 
residence at Edinburgh, several of the rnedi*- 
cal classes of whose excellent university I had 
studiously attended. 

My next arrangement was important; the 
necessary one with my bankers, who paid 
the kindest attention not only to my pecu- 
niary arrangements, but also to every other 
comfort 

The money I took with me was principally 
in five rouble notes. I had, however, various 
bags containing coins of different values ; for 
instance, No. 1, one hundred one rouUe silver 
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pieces; No. 2, one hundred eighty copeck 
pieces; No. 3, one hundred forty copeck 
pieces, and No. 4, one hundred twenty copeck 
pieces ; these latter being of the value of two 
pence English. 

In the event of supplies being required, 
my kind bankcors made such arrangements, 
that I had only to write from any town, 
and whatever sum I wanted would immedi- 
ately be forwarded by post, on my paying a 
trifling per centage for government security. 

I was provided also with tea and sugar for 
the whole journey ; six bottles of brandy and 
as many of French wine, and always took care, 
at each town, to lay in sufficient bread and 
meat to serve until our arrival at the next; 
and thus, having also with me a tea-pot, 6ups^ 
&c. &c., I was quite independent of the acci- 
dental and inadequate entertainment the post- 
houses could furnish, with the exception of 
hot water. 

Nothing now remained but to bid adieu to 
the kind friends from whom I had been re-*" 
ceiving the most unbounded hospitality and 
attention during my residence in Moscow, and 
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ttiese, I have the higheist gratification in boast^ 
mg of it, were so numerous as to occupy a 
great portion of my time. To the whde of 
them collectively, I now beg to repeat the 
unabated expression of gratitude^ with which 
my heart was then, and ever will be^ actuated^ 
by an expwienee of their warm and distn- 
terested friendship, to one whom they were led 
to consider as a helpless and unfortunate 
stranger. 

** Tho' keen ib the sorrow and sad is the lear» 

From tbe scene of our joys when we part ; 

And cast a last look on the friends that are dear. 

Or the ^tll dearest friends of our heart 

But ah ! what a desert that bosom must prove, 

That knows not the feelings of friendship and love.** 
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CHAPTER XVL 



Description of Moscow — Its situation — Early history— Mag- 
nitude — ^Population — Kremlin — Kitai-gorod — Beloi-go- 
rod — Tartar Town. 



Before I take leave of Moscow, I must pre- 
sent iny leaders with a brief description of 
that celebrate city.. 

The city of Moscow iisstlUiatedupon the river 
Mo^lcva, in the same latitude as Berwick-upon- 
Tweed, It occupies tlMree distinct ridges on 
the left bank of the river ; on the right bank ^ 
al$o, it has Tarious streets containing biany 
fine private habitations, and which altog^thelr 
bear much theis^inepropoitiohto the town in 
general, as South wark does to London. 

The river, as it approaches the town, makies 
j» fihe sweep along the base of the Sparrow 
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Hills. It is at the wooden bridge three hun- 
dred and forty two feet in breadth ; its ordi- 
nary height in summer seven feet; in the 
spring floods, however, it generally rises to 
nearly four times that height, and in the year 
1808 to even thirty-two feet ; the height of the 
bank on the city, or north side, is twenty-seven 
feet, while on the south side it is only twenty- 
three. 

Moscow dates its origin in the twelfth 
century, and is said to have been founded 
by Jouri Vladimerovitch. The old chronicles 
describe it as a village where that prince kept 
his favourite mistress. This induced him to 
build a house there, which example many 
of his courtiers following, the result was an 
immense city, destined to become the great 
entrepdt of European and Asiatic commerce in 
the north. 

Following the line of the outer rampart, 
Moscow nearly equals London in circum- 
ference; the district, however, between the 
outer and inner ramparts is chiefly taken up 
with gardens, and but thinly covered with 
houses* The population has been estimated by 
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some at four hundred thousand, but this is 
probably an exaggerated account ; it perhaps, 
may mofe safely be estimated at half that 
number. 

That part of the town which is termed the 
Kremlin is its more important division, and 
the object of the most reverential feelings of 
the Russians. It was the nucleus round which 
the bulk of the city was formed ; it is aliso the 
depository of the imperial diadems, and the 
x^rowns of many conquered kingdoms, — in 
short of every thing connected with the histori- 
cal illustrations of the empire. Here the rites 
of the Greek church are celebrated by its chief- 
est dignitaries in the great national temple, 
open alike to the emperor and the meanest of 
his slaves. In it repose the bones of temporal 
sovereigns and spiritual patriarchs, (scarcely 
in their time less powerful,) and not a few of 
the undecomposed corpses of these saints still 
remain, as standing miracles, for the establish- 
ing of faith and the confounding of scepticism. 

The Kremlin is surrounded by a high 
x^nated wall flanked by lofty towers ; it has 
four principal gates, over each of which is an 
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lelevated toWer or spire of modern date, not 
vejry unlike some anomalous Gothic steeples 
Which are to be met with in Englaiid. As a 
fortress, it might have served sufficiently to 
tesist the incursions of the Tartars ; biit could 
make only a weak defence against the cannon 
shot of an European army. 

On the eastern side of the Kremlin, is the 
Khitai-gorod or Chined Town, surrounded by 
^'wdlll, and flanked at moderate distances by 
towers, tiere the greater part bf the com- 
merce of Moscow is conducted. There is an 
immense bazaar, consisting of extensive piisK- 
zas in the style of the Burlington Arcade, 
but infinitely inferior to it in elegance. This 
market, as it is termed by the English resi- 
dents, is situated on both sl&€(s ofthe'gr^t 
street leading from the ^ttoly Gate, and here 
the carriages of ihe nobility, who 'come to 
purchase the commodities of the place, are 
i^anged in lines, and bccasioMily so con- 
Aisedly jammed together, that tilae Cossacks 
in attendance, are hardly able to restore 
wdef, even with the free applicittion of th^ir 
%hi{)S. 
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As thesq shops are nai-raw and roofed over 
with glass, they are very coid. even ii> sum-* 
mer, and f rom thiis caufe it is Suid tte shop-? 
keepers are extremely unhe^hy. It yi^ aa^ 
noyiiig to a stranger to enter th^ bazaar^ ftiir 
no cdd clothasman of Mo^nnonth^stieet, or 
Ragv-fiaiir, was evepmose troiibilBSCMHie ordinpei^ 
tanata in his solicitations for custom Ihan the 
tradesman of this place. He pwseTwes in 
tryii^youat aU> points, in ,hQpe&t)Cdi8COvw^ 
ing that you wapit sbmething. On ieviety side 
you are. ovemirhelmed willi enoomiuinfi on 
tfaeexeeUende of the Tatious wares, in the 
boot and>sboe shops, the custoiper is induced 
to purchase on the ass)m2iee--mflMle doubl;^ 
swte hy an invoci^tion of God and ail hid 
saints to witness its truth ;~1hat the Gaiosbee, 
Sapoghee^ andBashfnakee, are all^NMoetdci* 
rabote; thatis of right Q»man make, altboi^ 
it m ten to one that not a pair of that quality 
is contained in the whole i shop. 
. Few ooeurvences are m(H:e painfid to an 
EngUahimLQ in Rusibiay' than ta;enter a shop to 
piiicbase even the malleiit i^kle, he is sure 
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to be cheated unless he is indeed a knowing- 
one; — ^for instance, if he enquires for a piece 
of cloth, the shopkeeper will shew, in the first 
place, the worst he has, and exert all his 
rhetoric to persuade Jiim that it is the best 
ever made ; on rejecting it, he rings a variety 
of changes on other pieces of increasing qua- 
lity ; until at length he is forced, as it were, 
to produce what is really the best. Now conies 
the second contest, the battle of prices. ^^ Pray, 
sir, what is the price of that piece per yard?'' 
" Thirty roubles at a word," replies the shop- 
keeper. The customer shrugs up his shoulders^ 
and muttering '^ dorrago othchen dorrago," 
(dear, very dear) prepares to leave the shop, 
which the other observing, otfers to let him 
have it, as a great favour, at twenty-five 
roubles. The gentleman, however, still shakes 
his head;—" Well, then what will you give sir?" 
" Eighteen roubles." " How can you offer 
me such a sum ?" rejoins the shopkeeper. " t 
vow to God, I myself paid more for it" M I 
am very sorry I cannot offer you more." 
^' Well, then twenty*three roubles at the last 
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word.'' No, sir,"—" then twenty," " No, sir.*' 
" Good bye :'' but just on leaving the door the 
hoi^st tradesman shouts out — ^^ please sir to 
take them." The purchaser returns and re- 
ceives the cloth, when it behoves him to be 
careful that it has not been changed, while he 
has turned his back ; after this he walks off 
with compliments and thanks showered down 
upon him in profusion. 

The nobility chiefly inhabit what is termed 
the Beloi-gorod or White City, so called from 
the whiteness of the houses, which, although 
built of brick, are stuccoed. It is situated 
without the Kitai-gorod, within the circuit of 
the first ditch, which has lately been con- 
verted into public walks or boulevards. In 
these two last divisions of the town, the 
houses must all be built of brick, and roofed 
with cast iron; in the more outward towns, 
the inhabitants are pei*mitted to build with 
wood, and roof with the same material if 
they please ; formerly the roofs of the houses 
were painted black, but the emperor about 
five years since, noticing the sombre appear- 
ance this made, gave orders that in fiiture 
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tb&y Bhould be painted of a green, red, or 
grey colour. 

Beyond the boulevards lately OKntioned, 
ia the Tartar Town surrounded by a ditch, 
and without the latter, an immense space 
odmpied by houses and gardens. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 



Classet, Maiinerty and Customt of the Rassiant. ««- Tridta 
of national character — The people divisible into two 
classes— The nobility-^Their dress— The ladies — Nu- 
merous serrahts — ^Thelr employments and costume- 
Mode of living amongst the nobles — Breakfast — Dinner — 
Card-playing, &c. — Supper — Customs — ^The Peasantry — 
The merchants, tradesmen, and mechanics — Observa- 
tions on slavery — ^The setfs of Bussia-^Purclase of 
slaves— Dress of the lower peasantry — Mode of living — 
Female occupation. 

Having now visited the two chief cities of 
this empire, St. Petersburg and Moscow, and 
been for many months conversant with the 
'itfahners arid customs 6f the Russian people, 
1 shall, previously to setting out for Siberia, 
venture upon a few observations respecting 
these points. 

It is not, however, to be expected that a 
limited intercourse with the metropolis of An 
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empire, constituted like that of Russia, can 
enable the traveller to enter minutely or cor- 
rectly, into the various traits and shades of its 
national character ; since the latter must ne- 
cessarily, in such a situation, be materially 
influenced by a variety of artificial and acci- 
dental causes, dependant upon the reigning 
modes of fashion and politics, which finding 
here a luxuriant soil, give a monstrosity, or 
rankness of growth, that disguises, or even 
occasionally obliterates, its genuine and natu- 
ral features. 

The Russians, generally, are possessed of 
much natural quickness of mind and sen- 
sibility of feeling, which gives them the ap- 
pearance of being a cheerful, amiable^ and 
open hearted people; but alas! under this 
exterior are concealed so much disingenuos- 
ness and artful policy, as to diminish mate- 
rially, on closer acquaintance, that estimation 
to which they would otherwise be justly en- 
titled. How lamentable it is, that the noble 
mind of man should be led by the meanness 
of artifice, to violate the principles of honour 
and honesty^ 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



CHARACTER OF TBE RUSSIANS. 901 

Although som^ of the highest classes are 
not altogether exempt from a tincture of this 
discreditable principle, yet it is among the 
lower orders that it operates most actively, so 
as to degenerate into the lowest cunning, 
meanness, and perfidiousness, and cast a shade 
of obloquy over the various transactions be* 
tween man and man ; in short, they hesitate 
at no breach of moral duty, so that they can 
accomplish their darling object of acquiring 
mcmey. 

'* And cooBcieace, truth , and honesty are made. 
To rise and fall like other wares of trade!'' 

The only excuse that can be offered for this 
want of proper feeling is, that education is in 
this country so generally defective, that few of 
the sound principles of religion or morality 
are instilled to inculcate better conduct In* 
deed these people are so little aware of the 
nature of human justice, that a former writer, 
adverting to this blemish on their character, 
observes, that " in whatever they do or per- 
petrate, they think they are acting right ; and 
as they seldom look back on the past, or anti- 



Digitized 



by Google 



8QS INGENUITY AND CUNNING. 

cipate the future, they derive little advantage 
in the culture ol their mcnul principles from 
experienoe/' 

In further extenuation it may be urged, that 
the system of slavery authorised by th^ go* 
veroment,^ neoessarily tends to depress th^ 
nobler feelings, and d^rade the character of 
the pQfiulation of this country. 

TheiottffiringareiUustrations of the inge* 
nuily and cun&ing of the low^ classes of the 
Russian people, the occurrences to which they 
relate having been communicated to me by 
persons on whose veracity I can rely. 

A tub of butter was one day offered for sale 
toa gentleman, apparently so excellent in its 
quality, that he was induced to purchase the 
whole bf it, weighing fifty-two pounds. Oil 
using it, however, with hot toast on the fcdlowr 
ing morning, it was found so combined with 
water, that the bi^ad was literally soaked with 
that ^id, which had been, in the making, in* 
^Biriously firossen into it in such quantities) 
that when separated, httle more than half the 
prapelr quantity of butter remained. . 

A lady of my aequaintanra, purchased from 
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a man in the streets^ a nuBoJber Of pots of fine 
eanmtions^ at the same time agreefing with 
him to brihg more on the fcdlowing 4ay ; and 
to insure his punctuality, she only paid him 
half the price of her first purchase. On ptOt 
ceeding to transplant them into a flower t^edo 
they ware all found to be without roptftl The 
man lutd, notwithstanding, the assuraqcQ tp 
»mke his appearance the next, towelling, mh^^ 
oh being threatened with conimittsil intq t]^ 
hands of &e police^ ipie scdeoraly pKOt^sited 
his iniiooeaoe, but^ what was ina^sistent 
eiau)ugti, prostrated himself oft the ground^ 
arid abjectly solicited forgiveness. After 
keeping him sometime in suspense be Wa9 
sufiered to depflurt. 

A gentleman who had received <tn invitatiop 
to a ball, at a merchamt s house, on ascQndiqg 
the stairease, met a man passsing dowti with i^ 
number of fur pehssos over his shouMj^r, fiiid 
who asSet^ to |^laee: ins wiA the r^t; an 0^ 
portutiity of disposing. of it mrhidi he^ ww gjad 
to avail himself dl When the party broke up^ 
ht^, as well as otter geiitlemea^sbnght for th^ir 
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great coats in vain, the supposed servant 
proving to be a thief, who had thus ingeni* 
ously contrived to carry them off. There is a 
proverb in Russia, that ^^ there cannot be 
thieves from without, if there are. not some 
within/' 

An amusing robbery of the master of the 
police himself, took place some time since at 
Moscow. A nobleman waited upon this officer 

to say that the Countess K was anxious^to 

see him on the instant, and pressed, him in 
order to gain time, to avail himself of the 
equipnge he had himself come in. On his 
arrival, the servant who had accompanied him 
took off his pelisse, when he was ushered into 
the drawing-room. After some conversation, 
it came out that the lady had not sent for him. 
Nothing remained but to return home ; when, 
to complete his astonishment, it was discovered, 
on passing into the anti-room, that the servant, 
pelisse, and equipage had all disappeared. It 
proved that the nobleman had laid a bet, that 
he would have this important gentleman's 
pelisse stolen from off his back, and had made 
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tise of this stratagem to win his wager. Of 
course his pelisse was afterwards returned to 
him. 

Perhaps, for ingenuity, the following trick 
would not be sui*passed in London or Paris. 
A respectable looking man fell senseless in the 
street from a fit, when a person in the crowd 
started forward exclaiming, ^^ Oh, my master ! 
my poor master !" He now very coolly trans* 
ferred the contents of the unfortunate gentle* 
man's pockets into his own, not forgetting his 
watch^ and then, with all the concern ima- 
ginable, requested the persons near him to 
watch his poor master, while he ran to procure 
an equipage to convey him home. On being 
observed to pass a coach-stand without stop- 
ping, the cheat was detected ; but it was too late, 
for he contrived to get clear off with his booty • , 

To compensate these darker shades of cha- 
racter, the Russians are possessed of many 
estimable qualities. Their hospitality is un- 
bounded, and, perhaps, from the palace to the 
cottage, equals that of any other people in the 
world. The stranger, particularly if destitute 
or in distress, requires no other passport to 
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their benevolence, and nwy travel from one 
extremity of this vast empire to the other, and 
receive the most disinterested succour and com^ 
fort, without being deemed either intrusive or 
burdensome. 

In private Ufe this virtue shines most conspi- 
enous; ao that a person who has once secured 
ad introduction into a fiuadHy, is^ without the 
ceremony of an express invitati(», afterwards 
ra^srded as a welcome, visitor, whenever he 
ftels dis|x>sed to avail himself of< the privalege^ 
n&y^ 9lx remissness in this respect often^receives 
a: fsiendly reproach. 

Anotfier virtue amoi^st this p6(^>le is a diJ^nr 
terested princifde of charity, scarcely equalled 
in any other country. I shall have various 
occasions for ilhistratii^ this point; tbe firfr 
lowing ^mmple, however, wiU suffice for the 
present. A friend of mine observing^ a trades* 
man, at whose shop he was making a pur« 
chase, gdve qtioney to an intoxicated wom«m, 
inquired his motive for relieving a person 
in her improper sti^te. ^^ She begged,'' he 
replied, ^^ in. the name of Jesus Christ, and I 
eoul± not reftne her ; if sb^ does mAmokex 
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rigin use of what I gave, the feutt vedUsh with 
herself, not me.'* It i&^by rio means tinasittrl 
for the merchants and* shopkeepers to send 
bread and other necessaries to the pr«sml0 
and hospitals, besides relieving privately manf^ 
other objects of charity. It is i^marked ^af 
beggars are much more numerous^ in Mostow' 
than at Sr. Petersburg; and you frequently^ 
there see parties of peasantry goings about, 
under the sanction of the police, to collect 
money for re*building their vilfaiges that bave> 
been destroyed- by fire. 

The population< of Russia may be divided 
Into two classes-^the nobility, and- the pea-* 
santry ; the ft>rmer compriiring 9aeli only as^ 
have attained' militaiy rank, together witk- 
their descendants^; ^^ latter, the greirt mass 
of the people. 

The nobility have agahibeen divided iht«y 
two drders^-the higher^ and lower nobility j- 
the distinction between which is arbitrary and'' 
undefined i^-^he only actual diflbrenee appears; 
to consist in the greater or lesser opnletKse of^ 
the individual; so that here, as un^ 0^ 
other more ordinary circumstances; he who- 
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has the greater command of worldly advan* 
tages, is deemed the greatest. 

The dress of the Russian nobility, while 
resident in the capital, is both elegant and 
expensive; in the country, howerer, less at- 
tention is paid to this point The gentlemen 
follow the fashions of London, the ladies those 
of Paris ; and many of their tailors and mar^ 
chandes dea modes^ accordiqg to the vocabu- 
lary of our English artists, give undoubted 
evidence of high scimuific taste. 

Nothing can be more fascinating than a 
Russdan ball or dress party, where the l»lies 
exhibit all the taste of our Gallic neighbours, 
and which, it must be confessed, on such ooca-p 
sions, surpasses that of our fair country w;omen. 
The latter, however, transcendantly outrival 
all other women in the world in their morning 
costume: in sl^ort, it is in the neatness and 
simplicity of her dress at the breakfast-table, 
that the English lady evinces a degree of 
{NK^riety and elegance, to whidi jop parallel 
can be found. The ladies of Russia, indeed, 
pay so little attention to their personal appeal;* 
ance, that, throughout the morning, the hair 
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is generally seen in paper, and the ho^ in^j^ 
gantly enveloped in a loose robe, s^ns cotseti '\ 

The jj^sian ladies are not generally con^ 
sidered handsome ; nor is this the mere invi- 
dious observaticm of a staranger^ ft»r the 
Russian gentlemen thensselves are dispose 
to admit the superior charms of other fNntd^l 
and I have frequently h^ard then), sp^k, 
with rapturous delight, of the beauty ^f th^ir 
P<dish neighbours. To assert, howevi^, thut 
there are no handsome women in Russia; is a 
libel not to be credited ; at all events, the ex* 
cep^aons are most numerous ; and if they are 
not aU b^utiful, they are generally amiable, 
frequeittly fascinating, and posfsessed of many 
df the virtues that adorn the female sex. 

There is one habit attached to the ladies of 
this country which, in my ppinion, detracts 
mat^kklly froitf the ioter^st they would other- 
wise ewita in the eye of aa Englishman— *the 
dipgiisting custom of talking snuff, and for 
which I can imagine no r^asooable. excusor 
They are also more intensely devoted to card- 
playing than lis rational, or consistent with 
mere amusement I knew a married lady, 
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wiiii a young femily^ who fa^d rach a pMsUAk 
for these occupatioiis, that the cards dr shuff- 
box Were scarcely evfer oat of her hands. I 
iJso heard' df an instanto, where a priest cAme 
to confess a lady while engaged at daids, 
when he was requested to wait yntil she had 
finiirtied her game. 

The riiiher aobility JLeep an extraordinary 
ttUMber ttf servatite^ who, as sufficient occnpa- 
f ion cannot be Ic^und for them, become indo- 
lent i» Hie «ittridlllB. Count Yladimer Orlotf, 
it is said, retains not less than eight hundred 
domrestics in hfs ftimily: And y6t, one day, 
j/AiBtk I had the honour of dining with him, 
he related to me that he had rang his bell 
several times before it was answered,'''akheugfa 
he had nine ^errants exclusively attached to 
b<fs person, atkd whose business it was to wait 
in the anti^of^m* Eadh was ¥eady w^ his 
txi^user one hAd %iton to the bous^^per, 
another efeatiing a pair of shoes, a tl»4 
bhllAiteg4^Mt,6e. It was evident, how^Misr, 

* Beljs are not very num^roiis in the Russian hpuBes, a«4 
t have frequently heard the! master of a Russian family iSum- 
.mm his «ervaiiiiniy a whiMfe or a holloa. 
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that thtty faad> mott of them, been asfeep. 
The count terminated the affah* by assuring 
them, that if the neglect was repeated, he 
would make them beat each otlner into^a pro-* 
per aemetof tbsir duty. 

It is usual, at the door of otm^ nobfenah'd 
house^ tQ have a senrant called the csmisie^ 
dressed in the fttmily lii^ry^, widi ^a broad 
embrmdered sash around . his waist^ or a belt 
hailging aeross the body from one. shoulder, 
iknd a gilt^beaded staff m his hamU This 
man received cards, And takes ekai^ of the 
hatfr, great-coats, &c. 

The uf^r servants imilbale,. as &r as they 
eaO) the dresses of thdr mai^m .Mid .mis* 
tresses; the m^n Imve their hair cat short, 
and are clean shaven, atad Ike women pkit 
their hair into a long strings whkh is ithen 
coiled up like a snakb^ and seemed it <the 
back of the head with a comb ; the fore part 
is divided in the centre, each division lying 
b^iad tfab ear, and terrtinatiag in> a loarl. 

The other eetvants are dresaed;in iha Atniily 
liveried of their i^peietii^ ma^ns/ The 
coaehmai^ however, cMA the ^smarteat -^gum 
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of the group. In summer, he wears a hat 
with a low crown, the ujq^er part of which 
projects to about half the external cireum- 
ference of the brim ; the body is surrounded 
with a robe, that reaches to the ancles, and 
is secured around the waist by a silk sash of 
various colours, made expressly for the pur- 
pose, and about ten inches broad ; the beard 
is worn long, and without a cravat. In winter 
the costume differs, and consists of a wadded 
fur capy with a broad flat top, and ornamented 
with a gold tassel. Under the ordinary sum- 
mer robe is worn a sheep-skin shoub, to pro- 
tect frcHXi coM; and on the feet are double 
worsted stockings, with white shoes; the latter 
are made of wool and a glutinous substance, 
beat up together, which composition is then 
moulded over a form, and dries very hard;^ 
it is then extremely effectual in keeping out 
cold* 

Some of the nobility, in order to employ 
their servants^ have them instructed in music 
and theatrical pursuits; so that they have 
both their family band and company of come- 
dians attached to th^ir establishment. Indeed, 
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in their domestic orcbestras the number of 
performers is occasionally so superabundant^ 
that each musician plays only a sii^e note, 
as «s particularly instanced in their peculiarly 
national horn music^ This system becomes 
the mora necessary, as it is the custom never 
to employ the in-door servants in agriculture^ 
or other out-door occupation. 

The foUo^ng is a detail of the general 
manner of livii^ amongst the Russian nobility; 

The first breakfisu^t is taken at seven or 
eight, in the private apartment of each indi* 
vidual ; this, however, only consists of a crust 
of bread or a biscuit, \^ith a cup of coffee, 
accompanied occa^onally, on the part of the 
gentleman, by a pipe or segar. Between 
eleven and one they ordinarily take a dtjeimt 
a lafaurcheite. 

' The usual time of dining is fnnn two 
to four; but the party generally assemble 
some time previously, and occasionally sit 
down to cards until it is announced. The 
diltmer is almost .atwftys preceded by caviare, 
dried fish, butter and cheese, or some other 
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similar relish, to whet the appetite; as idso 
wine, brandy, or liquors. 

In some families the ladies sit tqg^her at 
one end c^ the table, while in pthe» they m\% 
indismmmaltely with the gentlenmn. 

The dinner is generally codced and serred 
auotding to the Fronch or German Ittshkm) 
or a mixture of both; the former, how^ever, 
is^elMBSidaf^ the mosSt stylish. To an English 
eye, the table |)lbesents «t nsit^ylar ^m^ 4P4t4l^ 
hein^ rather coTer^ with fruits^ cakes, irweet- 
meats, &c^ than the mcire substantial viands, 
the latter being carried round in succession 
to the company ; and to |»revent delay, the 
nme kind of meat is generally served at 
difiBst^t parts of the table at onee. The 
ordinal^ Ftench wines, Madeira, and decan^ 
ters of water, are placed on the table ; you 
ttre^ however, occasionally presented with a 
vMiety id other wines of the first qiialityyand 
tbd r^nst always eoncludes with a glass of 
Malaga^ when the dessert is served up. Thib 
laet {Hvt of the ententauwM^nt is broughit 
forward as a ceutifiQaiion of the diilner; 
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and after it is icaticluded^ the con^tl^ fan*- 
mediately ratim to'the draii^^g-^jrocmi, %i»dt^ 
eoflbe is iiistamly jAresetiiied to them* The 
conqMiny isdoti fitfter disperse, ^akhough some 
few, ocoasioAally, retoaln to play at <Avdn w 
bilUaids. 

In the €?vei>ing, about s^en Or eiglrt o^Aoek^ 
the party re-assemh^e, when ^cards, ^cihess, atid 
cxHUvttfsatioa, cmiuibiile to amuse th^ia untrl 
Sapper is ready ; c&rds, however, constitute 
the more favourite amusement with the Bus- 
siMi nobility, who <)C<^sioiial}y {day very high. 
The 'most fa^ionabfe* games are whfst, Bos-» 
toh» acart^, and pati^ice; they are also fond 
of fortune-telling. 

It is cAistomary here, as in some parts of 
England, to pay fslr your^sards at the rate at 
five roubles -for two packs, which leaves a 
profit 4»f about cent, per oent. for the servant 
that fiim«9hes them, in marking the game, a 
piece ^ dhaHry fbrtted Hke a crayon, is used» 
with "vtrhidk the niiAsb^r is wtftten da the 
doth ; to ipemdve tMs,'^hen an atteiMidn is 
reqUii^d, a sMAbbMish,ni^uWfdrthe.pUrp6se, 
Hum itj^ii lite table. 



Digitized 



by Google 



216 SUPPER. 

So great is the passion of the Russians for 
card-flaying, that many of them spend a.lar9& 
portion of their time in the occupation; even 
in the forenoon they may frequently be seen 
playing at patience, or telling fwtunes ; and I 
am assured, that with respect to the latter, 
when amarriage is on foot, they not (mly try the 
cwds themselves, but request their friends to 
do the same; and even occasionally omsult 
a professed fortune-teller to declare their, 
future destiny. 

About eleven o'clock supper is announced, 
preceded, however, like the dinner by cavi- 
are, &c. ; after which^ on rising from the table, 
the party immediately retire. 

The Russians hurry over their meals so 
fast, that there is seldom much time for con- 
versfttion. I have frequently had my plate 
taken away while I rested my fork, in the act 
of addressing some one or other of the party ; 
but. there are so many servants in attendance, 
thftt it hiM no sooner been carried away on 
one side, than another has beep subftituted 
in its room cm the oth^, so that ignorant of 
the change, when about to recommence eat- 
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hig, I have been much surprised to find 
nMhing on my plate. 

' On riBing from the table the Russians al- 
ways cross themselves over the breast, making 
the sign very small and quick ; the ladies are 
said to be particularly graceful in performing 
this ceremony, always turning themselves to 
the image in the room. 

The Russians rarely visit by a formal 
invitation as we do in England. I once 
dined with a family where no one but myself 
WBS expected ; and the table was only laid for 
ten visitors; just before we sat down two or 
three others came in, and announced the in- 
tention of more coming to partake of llieir 
friend's dinner, and in this way the party 
accumulated until there were not less thaci 
four and twenty. The table was necessarily 
enlarged, but no other apparent alteration 
made, and yet the dinner was as plentiful as if 
the whole bad been expected ; it is one ad^ 
vantage of the French mode of cookery, that 
mimy of dieir dishes admit of being made 
up extemporaneously, as it were, during din* 
ner time. 
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As a ffibsfeitHte fer formal invitadQaB^ 0te 
Russians are very particular in, c^lNng, diniag) 
or snjj^ng, with their friends^ on tb^t respeo* 
#ve names-days. For this porpose diey herve 
only to look into thq eai^idap, as soon as they 
Bse in a morning, and.as^ most of these people 
bear the name of some, saint or odier, Hm 
arrangement for the day is reaifily madl^ out; 
Aose^ however^ who have a very extensive 
eil'cle of acquaintance, keep a memorandum 
book, for the purpose of recording the names* 
days of tbeir friends. The iHrth-day is made 
of no account, and may be entirely over^ 
looked without giving offence; 

The peasantry? o# Russia, may also be di^ 
vjdidd; under two heads^ The: merchants and^ 
tradesmen; and the slaves or serf& 

The- merchants and trad^men have all 
originally been slaves, who, having accumu- 
lated money sufficient to commence mercau'^ 
tile pursuits^ and perhaps to purchase their 
freedom, then constitute wbstt may be con- 
sidfered,,as-virtuaUy, a distinct order of the 
conmHiirity. They dfffet from each other, 
chiefly according to their respective* degreear 
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of opulence ; $o ttot while the lower tvailesf- 
men are little above the level of slaves, t|ie 
first and richest memhants, iii a degree^ ap- 
proxifidate to tibe nobility, or rather^ imitate 
them^ for the two classes are ever k^ at 
a distance that forbids them entering into any 
thing like contiguity, or competition, as is the 
case with the more eteyated merchante.* of 
England; 

The merdiants, widi the exeeptioa c^ some 
few of the more sefinedones, universally we w 
beards and fur caps. Their dress, in stmomei^ 
is a long coat or oafiain, with a. girdle, and 
kmg boot&; when they go out in cold' weather^ 
Itoy wear a fmr shube, with wairm outer boote; 

rbave already, when treadng c^St Pieters^ 
burg, asvwdl as in difibr^it parts, of the work, 
4esaribed the habits and mode) oi Mvibg of 
this, part of the: Russian: people. 

Tlye syfijtem.oE slavery^ iin.whidii the low^r 
ofdecs of liieiRussjaiL people, are kept by tbeii; 
govf^mmentj and) whit^ i&. <»rtaiit\ly widely 
(^poaeA to. the happy lihertj^' of: the €<mh 
sesponderat raapks ofr our ceuQttyttfiii, can 
seacoely fait to» impre^ a Bi^ish: bosom aa 
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unjust, cfpremirey and derogatory to the 
dignity of man ; but yet it is a question, 
whether as matters at (Hresent stand in, this 
couiUry, the system is not the one best adapted 
to promote the happiness and interests of the 
individuals concerned ; who, if fH^sented with 
the divine boon, would neither know how to 
appreciate its value, or controul the dangerous 
licences it might lead to; population must 
have materially increased, the various orders 
of society be more amalgamated, and the 
principles of sound morality and education 
more generally diffused, before the word 
of emancipation can be sent forth with ad*» 
vantage ; these must he the works of a future 
age, and can only be brought about by a 
series of progressive changes. Nor is the 
condition of the kiwer peasantry so degraded 
or pitiable a^. has been generally imagined. 
With all its exertion of arbitrary power, the 
government is sufficiently paternal to adopt 
generally, the most excellent measures to pro- 
mote their best interests. It is true, the serb 
are much exposed to the ca|H*ices of their 
more impiediate lords^< who occasionally exer« 
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cise the privileges they possess with a rigidiiy, 
ajnounting to despotism; but they have ad- 
Tantages, whidb, with industry, will generally 
liable theni to tn-eak through the fetters of 
indigence, attain wealth, and ^oy the {Mea- 
sures and luxuries of life, as far as the con- 
stitution of their minds admit of it* One 
circumstance, however, has often excited a 
most painful feeling in my breast, a feeling 
amounting to indignation; the manner in 
which perscmS) who possess rank, make use of 
the whip, to stimulate the peasants to excre- 
tion; a fact that I have frequently been 
sensible of, at the various post-stations, which 
I have made on my journey. It is true, that 
this is part of a system, which custom has 
rendered familiar, if not necessary; and in 
consequence, it s^pears not to gall the mind, 
however much the body may suffer from it ; 
and at all events, it excites none of that 
warmth of injured feeling, or spirit of retalia- 
tion, that would instantly burst forth in the 
bosom of an Englishman, subjected to similar 
treatment 
Each sliKve pays a poll, or capitation tax to 

VOL. I. Y 
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the gdv^ftiMMt) aad S9hick is always levied 
frofm tlie IcM^A) whether the numibw has in- 
Ckieased or diAui^iiAi^, acoonjiog to the last 
eensus. Peter the Great was the firA m<maMh 
of this OQutiti:^ ^ho cimeed a eensus of hi$ sub* 
jeets to be taken ; it included, however, only 
the male population; since his time linare 
have Ibeen six more taken ; the last in 1815^ 
wfien Alexander caused the females also to be 
numbered. In the efveiit of a stftve b&Oig 
sold to a new master, the formet i^Qpfietor 
contitmestobe^^rged wtditbe capitation tax 
until a new eensus Is taken ; the payment of 
which is of •eourse eonsidered iti l9ie deed taf 
contract. 

The following is a lit^ai transiattion of a 
letter from a peasant to a Hwssian ;f eblteitsm, 
requesting hi^i to pmdiase hprnaelf mud {Kmily^ 

^<To ymar high nobility, A-ngnstus, the saa 
of Charles, a|ld to yomr wife, and to jp&wr 
^Idren^ w« wish you health, and we bow to 
you aM, and w^ t» e^et tihank jmi toot your 
goodness. We beg of you, Augustus^ th^ aem 
t)f Ohiai<tes,of tto goyecninieBt of Wittipskir^the 
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feMm>4iflAfttiik^tiie«tet64»fRildiiit. Mr.S^---^ 
yih(^ aabBd your ^urtKlaiss in ihe aui^nm^ ;abditt 
Am trBeAom of Js^ob SeMnti^ the biJd- 
beaded ; his fieonily is ftmr scdls, the Mtk ii 
eleven yebrs old^ the dftugfater is twidve ye«irs 
old, and the gentleman asks for the two mat** 
ried souls six hundred roubles, «ld hesidefi to 
pay tke .eapitatiost tux; but when your ^od* 
nesswiU pfease to think of ms^ tlkeii we &t^ 
your sefVante fer ever ; when yoiiif goodness 
wiU send U9 the .priee, then w^ ahall liveu 
Augustus^ SCSI of Gfaarfesy do us this favour; 
Mris reckon on yoite as Ott Qod.) io if. your good- 
niass should, tiben write Ho ijU9 badt in a i|uiek 
hour. With thb letleir I remain 9iiv% in 
beaMi ; and fbr the futlive rely on GqA. 

<* IS^rd year, tfcc moft^ ofMay.fke 9(h date.** 

The do&ssi of the lowier peaemiMry ccgttesf 
ponds with thatt of the ineerclsHatt, £«€ept fliait 
4t is mdde of eosjoser m^doarSsM ; infiti^d of 
boots, hoiiSfVBr, the^ legs ajid feet are sur- 
arcHtnded with coaise doth, iecured by a oord 
.BMde fimtk the faaric of Ihe iibii^tree:; they 
wntr^^o ;sandqfe,iiiiadc^i9tidi the Minenate- 



Digitized 



by Google 



324 DRESB OF THE PEASANTRY. 

rials; the hands are protected by double 
mittens, the inner ones being of worsted, 
and the outer ones of leather. The women, 
besides the under garments generally used by 
the sex, wear a sheep-skin shoub, similar to 
that of the men. 

The ancient Asiatic costume is rapidly 
giving way in all the larger cities, and is 
chiefly confined to the merchants, shop- 
keepers, labourers, and peasants. Servants, 
barbers, tailors, and many others, now shave, 
and adc^t the common European dress. 

The general mode of living amongst the 
peasantry is much the same as has already 
been detailed at St. Petersbui^. 

The females very seldom employ themselves 
with needle-work, or domestic occupations 
within doors, except of the coarser kind, as 
cooking, cleaning their apartments, &c. &c. 
When not thus engaged, some few employ 
themselves in knitting and spinning, but «ieep- 
ikg is more congenial with their feelings. 

In some of the villages the young women 
assemble in the evening at each others houses, 
and amuse themiselves with spinning aiMl sing- 
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mg. On these occasions they seat themselves 
in a circle, with a torch of pine wood burning 
in the centre, and which it is the office of one 
of them to superintend, so as to keep it con- 
stantly lighted. 
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Departure from Moscow — ^The Author's reflections— He is 
lost in a wood — Difficulty in procuring post horses — 
Copama — Vladimer — Murom— Nijni-Novogorod — ^Fairof 
Nijni-Novogorod — ^The Author on the picturesque — Lis- 
kova — Prince of Georgia — Macarief — ^Visit to the convent 
— ^The Princess of Georgia — Vasilt-soursk — ^Accidents 
and delays — Tchebocsar — Embark on the Volga — Violetit 
altercation between the crew — ^Bakalda — Arrival at Cazan. 

At nine o'clock in the morning of June 12th, 
1 went to the diligence-oflBce, where I found 
Captain Cochrane already seated in the car- 
riage, and in the act of driving off for St. 
Petersburg. I was just in time to shake him 
by the hand, and wish himself and compa- 
nions a bon voyage ; I then returned to my- 
lodgings, to prepare for my own departure, 
and at ten o'clock, after taking an affectionate 
leave of the few friends who came to see me 
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off, ccuBiiaeiioed my long uticipate A jommey 
tmo Sibencu 

My shfMiticm vm& bow oae of eitrene mh 
vehy, and my feetings corraspcmdeil with ids 
peculiarity. I was engaged under circom- 
stances of unuNittal occurrenos, in a solitary 
journey of several thousand nika^ through a 
country, perhaps, the wildest on the face of 
the earth, and whose inhabitants were soarcely 
yet accounted within the pale of civili&atiojQt; 
with no other attendant than a rode Tarttr 
postiUion, to whose language my ear ww 
wfac^ly unaeoiflton^d. Audi ye.^ I was auph 
ported by a fueling c^ bttp|iy coiMidieAoe^ witih 
a^ealm reaignetion to «dl the iHQoaav^nienfiM 
and tisks ef my arduotts* umbrtakiog) iiay, I 
even derived a real iitw«rd gmAificaiic», iathe 
prospect of retireneist from tloa eternal roimA 
of pleasure and aoeW enjoymenlr oi which I 
had been participating to a dogMai of satiety 
that h^aa to l» opfreaw^Q; agam and a^aia 
I itttovested niysetf by eodtmstiiig my vcdutt* 
tairy evOe with the coastmiaed hawalaneii^ of 
the mmerou^ isafiortunater wratchM Who haf^e 
faott^ doomed to fainguiah away> ia tfaa icinwh 
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pkaUe wilds I was about toiraverse^ the rem* 
nant of a protracted existence, a^;ravated by 
an etwnal separation frc»n all the blessings 
that they have deemed most dear to them in 
life. 

I was soon, however, roused from my reve- 
ries by finding that our postillion had lost 
his way. It had been arranged that I should 
call at the country-seat of a gentleman not 
far distant from the city, and my friends had 
directed the postillion accordingly. It was in 
vain that he attempted to elicit any informa- 
tion from myself, for his words were quite 
unintelligible ; and how long our embarrass- 
ment would have lasted I know not, had not 
a young gentleman rode up, who was able to 
converse in English, and who, it was singular 
enough, proved to be a i^hew of the lady 
of the family I was proposing to visit This 
gentleman offered to conduct us, and of course, 
I congratulated myself on being now in the 
right w^y; but no! we were stiU doomed to 
disappointment ; our new guide actually found 
himself lost, and after leading us from cme 
road to another, at length feirly admitted, that 
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he kitiew not where to go: we were at this 
time in the midst of a wood, with roads branch- 
ing in all directions. At length, after rambling 
about for some time, we stumbled upon a pea- 
sant, who directed us to the main road and the 
house we were in quest of, and which I had 
passed close by at least two hours before. We 
were here heartily welcomed by our friends, 
who amused themselves not a little with our 
adventures in the wood ; chiefly, however, at 
the expence of their young relative. 

After dinner I recommenced my journey, 
and at length arrived at the end of the first 
station, where I had the mortification to be 
informed that there were no post-horses to be 
procured, although I was given to understand 
I might ei^age horses from the peasants of 
the place. As I should have had to pay a 
considerable extra demand fw this accommo- 
dation, I felt forcibly impressed by the belief 
that the post-master and peasants were in 
collusion, to makes their advantage of me; 
I, therefore, for a time, determined to ap- 
pear indifferent, and resist the imposition, 
and declared my intention of waiting until 
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horses might arrive. I therefore, as it began 
to rain hard, covered myself tip in my pa- 
voshfca,* with every appearance <rf resigna- 
tion ; bnt reflecting that time was more pre- 
cions than money, I at length detennined to 
avaiK myself of the peasants' horses, and pro- 
ceed to a manufactory, which belonged to the 
gentleman whose house I had so lately dined 
at, to pay him a visrt, ahro with the hope that 
he would be able to assist me in making an 
arrangement for my farther progress ; but on 
my arrival, I had the misfortune to And that he 
had just left, and must have passed me on the 
road. I had no remedy but to make the best 
erf my way to Coparna, a village, adjoining to 
which I knew there resided a oountrymao, 
Mn T— — ', who was superintendli^ a woollen 
manufactory, the property of Prince UsupoflL 
On my arrival, this gentleman was greatly 
astonished to see me, and eouM haidly be 
brought to ereditthe account I gav^ of myself ^ 

* A pavoshka is a small kind of four-wheeled cart, or 
tQ^a, witlKnit tpriogfr, an^ mth a head to prolaci: Aon Uie 
iPKO^ber** it U geiMially dc$c«n hj tbre^ bocaaa^ t^ of which 
runs within the shafts, while the other two are attached, by 
outriggtvs^ ^n each side. 
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however^ \» imm^Qtafy invited ae to i 
tha afgbt at his boose, and was Innd enou^ 
%o ppomise to see me provided with l^cr&m isk 
the morning. I hod the pleasure of passing 
an agreeable evening, and the gratificatioii of 
enjoying, for one night more, a oorafortable 
bed, which I had 90 right to expect after 
qnitting Moscow. 

la the morning, aflker breakfast, 1 set ofl^ 
with peasants' horses, fov Boghorodsk, a small 
town,idistant about My vsrsts from Moscow^ 
Hor^ I again received the unpleasant intelli* 
genoe that no pofit4ior$es were to be had» and 
had no ahBrnative bnt to wait an indefinite 
time,, or to tabs peasants' horses again, of 
whidi a plentifol sfopply wasofibred tQconrey 
me fiovward to Vladimer. For this, howei^r, 
they demanded what I knew to be an exorbi- 
tant sum, and therefore I determined to appear 
indiflbreDt,'manHeat]ng my intention to wait 
lor post-tbcvaes, and takis^ out my provi* 
aion9» with which I began to occupy myselt 
Ykwing ibi% the peasants lowered their 
prioes ; and at length finding, by repeatedly 
Sfxniiding th^ postrmastsr^ that I h^d litde 
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encouragement on his part, I agreed with 
them to carry me on to Vladimer, a distance 
ci ninety-seven miles, for thirty-one roubles, 
equal to twenty-six shillings. This, however, 
was more than double what the ordinary post- 
ing would have cost me. 

We now travelled all night, and this without 
making any rapid progress, for the stations 
were long, and the roads bad, particularly 
one that was made with trees laid transversely 
across the path, and which, every instant, 
gave us such intolerable jerks, my equipage 
being without springs, that I was fain to get 
out and walk : in short, no position within 
the carriage was tenable, and the shocks it 
gave my brain so excessive, that it felt every 
instant ready to burst out of its tenement. 
This dreadful road continued for several 
versts. 

We arrived at Vladimer at three o'clock in 
the afternoon, when, having a letter for the 
governor, I drove first to his house, in the 
bc^ of learning where I could obtain com- 
fortable quarters. He was, however, unfor- 
tunately, firom home. Disappointed here. 
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my pofttillion and driver oomkicted me to 
what they were pleated to designate as good 
lodgings, where, however, on examining my 
apartment, I found nothing to entitle it to 
such an appellation. It contained but an old 
table, two wooden chairs, and a wooden frame 
to sleep upon. I was anxious to ascertain 
whether the ancient city of Yladimer did not 
afford some more comfortable accommodation 
for strangers, and at length had a man brought 
to me, who was supposed to know something 
of French ; the only information, however, I 
could derive was, that the lodgings which had 
been offered me were excellently good ones^ 
and that I could not have any better ; not was 
this comforting intelligence imparted, until 
I had answered a variety of impertinent en- 
quiries concerning my rank, and more parti- 
cularly whether I was a baron or a captain. 
In the evening I repeated my visit to the 
governor, whom I had iiow the pleasure of 
finding at home. He received me very 
politely, and kindly sent a servant to my 
quarters, to see the most comfortable arrange- 
ment possible made for me; so that on my 
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ntiom^ I fimad erery dispoiMoii to tvcttt ms 
with attentioii, as well as a straw m«xtt0ess«*d 
piHow ior my night's repose ; msd im ^mtmh I 
o^ntriYMl^ after my jolting bout for the fsm^ 
esdkig day and might, to deep as soundfy as 
if I had lain upoa the finest bed of dowa, 

I s|iftiit the next morning in visitor this 
venerable city, once the capital of alQ the 
Rusoas. It ccitains, at this tiaaey a papolsh 
tion c^ only eight thoosand aonls. ihadsAer- 
wavds the honoarof dramgivith the gevemor, 
in the ccNOipany of an agreeable pacty. The 
following aaeedote reepecsdng a raedieia] mwi 
was btfm related by hknself. He stated, tlnct 
when attadied to the airmyy he had. tkt mis- 
fcrtuna to h31 into the hands of the Tnrica, 
^«4io^ shanpeaang tbeir knives^ nmoved his 
handkeocUe^ preparatory to taking ^ bis 
head« M this junctttre, he ireeolieated a 
l^rkish prisoner hairiag recoMmeadedi him, 
imder sadi oircuafistaneca, shfiniM thmy eymr 
b^al im», to lepeat tmi Turiosh wesdfl^ whn^ 
iiignify, ^< I am a msdtcal man." He badi sAe 
happiness jtamedia^ to &id their eAoaejir ; 
4991 the «iiemy ml enlgr Resisted isam 
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hi«diw4yfie fMffme, but rostorad hira to lua 
property a&cl Hberty^ 

his carriage^ to tha ioa^odml, wbere there is a 
fine pakitii^ of St. Vkditter, h(y Toafihi, m 
It^aa artist We then proceeded te «Aiii)ne 
some othar. iAiereating buildimgs, atad after* 
irards wettt to the fmUie walks* I then took 
tea with this geaUemaii } aaad on retumhug to 
my lodgii^Sy hi^ag procured post^borsiesi w-» 
comrneuead my jouimey at ef girt in the ^vMe 
ing, foaiog pravidedt wkb a letle^ from die 
post-anaster^ whidk I fotui4u$€ilul i» proowing 
ma hfirsM wiliboiit deday at th^^Kfferent post- 
ftatioDs. 

Our progress was> hoiwveri muoh JWfk^dsd 
hy the had srtate of the roada; ^mAy en %he 
foflowing mornings I was detaiM^d at one 
|K>]iit.for two houra^ hty tbd nacesaary. mpmw 
of my ^^ips^ In the aar^ part of the dasf 
im QMYened hnary sawly road^s to^<(g 
ihfwii^^Mistiw JU the sttfiion vbei» S twk 
my diipnM^ I met a 4tup«| hmd af mediaid 
mmh i^waa on hi»wi^ t(^4rfeEi9i^j, wham 
ha Had ««t)Bi¥edf a ^warnmant afipwiitmwH 
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ag 4xceoucheur. Had he possessed more intel- 
ligence, I might have been happy in him as a 
companion; but, there was another objection 
to our proceeding together, that he was 
hastening to his point with all possible celerity. 

In the evening I reached the town of Mu- 
rom, distant about two hundred miles from 
Moscow, and one hundred from Nijni Novb- 
gorod* About midnight, we crossed the river 
Oka, on a perrevosi^ or stage-raft ; a machine 
frequently used in Russia, as a substitute for 
bridges. After leaving Murom, I found the 
postmasters and drivers much more civil and 
attentive, which may be attributed to the 
diminished demand for horses, the country 
becoming now less populous. 

At the station before reaching Nijni Novo- 
gorod, we met the governor of Cazan, on his 
way to Mosicow, for whom I had a letter of 
introduction; which, with much trouble, I 
ferretted from out of my packages, and pre- 
sented to him. He was so kind, as to express 
his regret that his absence would prevent 
those attentions, he should otherwise have 
been happy to have shewn roe at Cazan ; but 
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to compensate it, he would write to the vice-, 
governor, on the subject. After partaking of 
refreshment with him, we proceeded on our 
respective journeys; and between three and 
four in the morning, I arrived at the city of 
Nijni Novogorod. 

As I proposed spending a day or two at 
this {dace, my postillion drove me to a 
lodging-house, where they gave me a room, 
containing a mere wooden frame, on which I 
could lay the travelling mattress with which I 
had fortunately provided myself, at the sug- 
gestion of Dr. Lyall, whose experience had 
led him to duly appreciate the* necessity and 
advantage of such an article. After this, I 
called at the governor's, for whom I had a 
letter, but was disaj:^inted in finding both 
himself and his lady from home; nor was 
their return expected during my stay in this 
city. I had, however, another letter for Cap- 
tain G , whose residence I at length had 

the satisfaction of making out, notwithstand- 
ing my attempts were nearly baffled by the 
obstinacy and sulkiness of my Tartar, who 
was always averse to incur trouble when he 
VOL. 1. z 
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could possibly avoid it. The captain, being 
from home, and not expected to return until 
the evening, I went back to my lodgings, 
where I found the Siberian ticceuckeury with 
whom I made an arrangement to dine. In 
the evening I repeated my visit to Captain 

G , whom I had the pleasure of finding 

a gentlemanly intelligent man, well conver* 
sant with both the French and English lan-^ 
guides, advantages which it may be believed, 
I knew how to appreciate. 

Nijni Novogorod has experienced a rapid 
improvem^it of late, in consequence of the 
gi-eat annual .fair of Macarief, having been 
transferred to it The principal streets, which 
were pi-eviously covered with wood, have 
since been paved ; and the foundation of new 
assembly rooms, upoji the principle of the 
Ei^lish clubs at St. Petersburg and Moscow, 
has just been laid by the Prince of Greorgia j 
many other buildings are also in progress. 
The town itself, is situated on an elevated 
spot, at the confluence of the Oka with the 
Volga, and commands many delightful views 
of the sunrounding country. 
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On the 19th I crossed the Oka, to Yisit the 
buiUings bdotagmg fo the fair, which ishdd oh 
the opposite bank of the river. TlieBebaifciifiga 
have been erected on a k)w tract of gfoxoAj 
in many placei^, originaUy, more than twenty 
feet below the present level ; the surface hav* 
ing been artificially raised by^oil tk-aiu^rted, 
partly from a hiU at some^distance, and partly 
from an island (^ llie river. This island Ifes 
immediately in the line of communiciBitioB 
between the fair aiMl the town, and which 
communieation is established by temporary 
bridges of pontoons, that are removed to a 
place of security) after the business of the 
aeason has terminated. 

The fair consists of various buildings, or 
ranges of shops, &c., laid out in regular 
istiieets, the whole comprising an oblong 
square; liie three sides which areimprotected 
by the Oka, are surrounded by a canal, that is 
supplied by a ^ke in its vicinity, the waters 
of which are brought a distance of fourteen 
versts from the river Pira; this canal, whidi 
is from ninety to a hundi^ and forty yards in 
breadth,can be evacuated at pleasure, by means 
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of a subterranean culvert that opens into 
the Oka^ It is in contemplation to make 
another canal, coomiunicating with the Volga, 
and which will admit of merdhandisie being 
brought up to the very doors of the ware- 
houses. 

The front of the fair towards the Oka, extends 
about three hundred and fifty yards, and the 
whole is divided into two equal parts, by a main 
street running longitudinally through its middle 
to double that extent. In the centre of a square, 
formed at the nearer end, is situated the 
governor's house, the sides of the square being 
occupied by public offices. At the farther 
extremity of this principal street is a church, 
flanked on the right and left by buildings in 
the Chinese style of architecture. Parallel 
with the main street are ten lesser ones, and 
the whole are intersected at right angles, by 
various transverse streets. There are also 
numerous buildings for cooking, and other 
accommodation of the visitors; but which, in 
order to obviate the risk of fire, are placed at 
a considerable distance from the proper fiBiir, 
on the outer side of the canal. 
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The expenoe of this immense undertakings 
including the canal, was not less tban eight 
millions of roubles. It returned, however, in 
the year 1822, a rent of six humlred and 
seventy thousand roubles ; and it is supposed, 
that three hundred iJiousand persons of dif* 
ferent nations attended the fair. The above 
income arises from the retit of the various 
shops, &c., for which a fixed price is taken ; eaich 
article of merchandize having its respective 
situation. The rent is much higher than for- 
merly, when the fair was held at Maoarief, 
and many of the people express their dis«> 
satisfaction, not only on this account, but at 
the change altogether; and they particularly 
urge the danger of being overflowed by 
spring floods; an accident, however, which 
the engineers employed, havfe apparently 
taken every necessary precaution to guard 
against. Wh&n the admirable arrangements, 
not only of buildings, but of every other 
measure, which has been adopted both for 
safety and convenience, are^ taken into consi- 
deration, no disinterested person can question 
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tbe preferable shuation of the present, as 
Mmpared with the former establishment. 

The original Uir at Macarief, was the pro- 
perty of the Prince of Georgia, who received 
a rent for the various shops, proportionate to 
the value of the commodities sold in tb^n ; 
and whose income must have suffered mate- 
rially by the government having taken the 
&ir into its own hands. 

The business of the fair when held at Maca- 
rief, during the year 1817, was more exten- 
sive than usual; the quantity of merchandize 
brought forward, however, materially ex- 
ceeded the sales, iii consequence of the high 
prices demanded. This was more particularly 
the ease with respect to Asiatic {nroduce, which 
arrived in great abundance, under the charge 
of no less than three thousand merchants. 
The following is a statement of ^ principal 
artides theii exposed to sale, with their respec- 
tive prices : 

Roubles. Roubles. 

Gotton goods -^f - 5(> to 150 the piece. 
Gloth, ditto - - - 7 to 40 the arshine. 
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RovUef. RoqUm. 

Sugar .... 60 to 80^ sfib?.^ 

Indigo, fine - - - 550 to 700 the pood. 
Tea, in chests - - 100 to 200 the 50 lbs. 

M^leir. wines - - 20^,^^^ 

Ordinary white, do. , 20 the vedro. 

Rum 60 to 70 do. 

Brandy 50 the anker. 

Coflee 50 to 70 the pood. 

Common Tobacco - 

Virginia ditto - - 60 to 70 the 100 lbs. 

Snuff 40 to 50 

Writing Paper - - 4 to 8 the ream. 
Common Soap - -^ 8 the pood. 

Russian Leather - 35 the hide. 



The wines were in great abundance, the 
trade being principally conducted by the Ar- 
menian merchants, who also deal largely in 
fish. 

The Asiatics,' and particularly the Armeni- 
ans, made great purchases of paper; chiefly 
with the view of reselling it to the Persians. 
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The importation of* soap was so extensive, 
that large quantities were returned unsold to 
Gazan. 

There were six booksellers^ shops, but no 
foreign books were to be found amongst their 
stores. The Tartars brought in a great wamt- 
ber of horses, which sold readily at from a 
hundred to five hundred roubles each. The 
trade of the Persians was chiefly in silks. 

The fair commenced on the 1st July, (O. S.) 
and, during the six weeks it continued, was en- 
livened by theatrical performances by the 
company belonging to the Prince of Georgia. 

The principal merchants estimate the extent 
of business done as follows. 

The 4iumber of shops were two thousand ; 
of which 

EouUm. Roables. 

200 sold goods to the 

amount of . . 500,000 each 100,000,000 

500 ditto . . . • 50,000 25,000,000 

1800 ditto .... 5,000 6,500,000 

Total .... 131,500,000 

A variety of articles, too heavy to be 
brought into the open market, as iron, honey, 
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potass, &c., and which are sold wholesale, are 
not included in the above estimates. 

At eight o'clock in the evening, I pursued 
my journey to Gazan, thinking it preferable 
to travel during the cool of the night. By this 
arrangement I was no loser in other respects, 
as I was just as well able to make my obser« 
vations on the face of the country as in the 
day time ; and as to the picturesque, I am 
willing to relinquish this point to some future 
Dr. Syntax ; this I do with the less regret, as 
during the earlier part of my life, I saw enough 
of the sublime and beautiful toenable my ima* 
gination to create the most delightful pictures 
at pleasure ; I shall not, however, attempt to 
delineate these ideal representations, which, I 
apprehend, would scarcely excite the same 
interest in the minds of my readers. 

The only incident worth noticing during this 
night, was a violent quarrel between two dri- 
vers, which, however, terminated without either 
blows or bloodshed. At nine in the morning 
we arrived at the village of Liskova, the resi- 
dence of his highness the Prince c^ Georgia, 
a descendant c^ the former sovereigns of thai 
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eoiiiitry ) and to whose mansion, having letters of 
introducti<m from his sister, the Princess Bores 
Galitzip^ I immediately drove. 

I was here received, in the kindest and most 
Qoidial manner by the prince and his amiable 
daughter. The fwmer was much surprised to 
see me, as he had, only a few days before, 
noticed^ in the Petersburg Journal, a state- 
ment of my being a visitor in that city* His 
inteUigenee in this respect was also no small 
Bic^tter of surprise to myself, as it was the &rst 
time of my being aware of any notice having 
been taken oi me by the publications ci this 
country. 

Afteraprincelydinner,my noble host'seldest 
soii^ a very amiable officer, who happened to 
be at home on leave, did me the honour to 
take me in their barge, which had about 
twenty oars, to Macarief, where the fair was 
formerly hdd, and which I felt desirous to 
visit. After rowing down a small river for a 
mile and a half, we entered the Volga, and 
soon reached the point of debarkation on its 
opposite bank. On commencing our journey, 
][ remarked, that the nken tossed up their oars, 
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and was informed, that this constituted port 
of a ceremony, the object of which was to 
implore the protection of the Ahanigfaty on 
their voyage ; the remaining part of this tiwe^ 
mony consisted of taking o£f their hals and 
dbvoutly crossing themselves. 

We landed at a spot adjoining the Monast* 
tery of Macarief, and were received by some 
of the monks, who conducted ns ov« the mor^ 
interesting parts of the building. In one of 
the rooms, a party of these holy people were 
bceupied at the very grave game of nine^pins^ 
but played in a maimer distinct from what \ 
had before witnessed* The ball was suspended 
over the centre pin by a cord, long enough 
to allow it to sweep the pins^ and being tdcen 
out to its fullest distance, was then propelled 
upon the latter in such a direction as the 
science of the game prompted^ We afterwards 
repaired tp the apartment of the su^rior, 
who, notwithstanding the great defalcation of 
ihetr revenues in /consequence of the removal 
iA the liit, wliich used to laring them ma^y a 
good donation from the rich and pious mer- 
chants who attended it, entertained us with 
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excellent wine, preserved fruits, tea, &c We 
were informed, that the great reduction of 
their income had compelled them to a propor- 
tionate diminution of the number of their 
brotherhood, a point of information which, I 
must admit, excited little commiseration in 
my bosom, as I felt assured, that their talents 
might be better employed in the more active 
pursuits to which they would be obliged to 
resort I ought to feel grateful for the per^ 
sonal attention they paid myself; on leaving 
they accompanied us to the water side, and 
presented me with a print oi their monastery.* 

The buildings where the fair was formerly 
held, were constructed of wood, and at the 
thne of my visit, had nearly all been removed. 
A greater part of them, however, were de« 
fltroyed by lire, about seven years since. 

About -sun-set we recrossed the Volga, 
amidst scenery, which the young prince desr 
cribed, as beautiful in the extreme. 

The following day was very stormy, with 
frequent thunder and lightning, so much so 

* Viie, Frontispiece, Vol. II. 
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as to deter the young princess and her friend, 
the Princess of Ghercass, from joining the 
family party until tea-time, when I ventured 
to rally them on their timidity, and which they 
bore with the greatest good humour. I have 
frequently remarked the apprehensions of the 
ladies of Russia in this respect. 

The prince, who is a widower, has only this 
one daughter, now about twenty-five years of 
age, and so remarkably fond of retirement, 
that it is said, she will neither marry nor enter 
into fashionable life, although, from her per- 
sonal attractions and her elevated rank, she is 
entitled to the highest pretensions in both 
these respects. Her chief amusement and 
occupation is in reading, and instructing two 
young females, whom she has taken under 
her protection ; she is also the Lady Bountiful 
of the neighbourhood. Although she prefers 
retirement on the banks of the Volga, and 
shuns society frcxn home, her manners are by 
no means reserved ; on the contrary, her con- 
versation is animated and agreeable, and she 
appears to take a peculiar pleasure in paying 
all possible attention to her father's visitors. 
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On Sunday, the 22d, I accompaaiad the 
family to the village church, ivhere the choir 
til fiho^rs were all domestic servants of die 
prince, who has himself a considerable taste 
for music, and an exodlent bass voice, with 
which he frequently ao^mpanies them. 

After dinner I had tbe pleasure of attending 
the young princesses in a ramble to their gar- 
dens, beyond the village. In our way, they 
st<^[^)ed to converse with a poor woman, who 
was sinking rapidly under that painful disease 
cancer. The amiable princess regretted that 
her knowlege of medicine was too limited to 
allow her to administer to^the relief of her 
villagers as she could wish; acinmmstance 
she the more regretted, as the fiunily had 
been for some time without a medical man. 
In England we shoidd say, that here was a 
good opening for a son of Esculiqpius,as the 
village contains a population of not leas than 
six thousand souU with nuUe bodies attached 
to them ; many of whom sre reputed to be 
very rich, in consequence of their extensive 
traffic in grain* 

Soon after midnight I took leave of this 
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charmiBg family, and proceed^ on my jour- 
ney not, however, without carrying with 
me additional and substantial evideinoes ctf 
their hospitality, in the shape of provisiona. 
They also did me the honour of presaingly 
inviting me to make them a longer visit on 
my return, which gratified me much, although 
I had but little expectation of passing tbaJL 
way again* 

About nine o'clock in the mornings when 
about a mile from the town of Vasali-Souhdc, 
my ears were saluted by the sound of my 
fore-axletree breaking down, succeeded by the 
ominous " iSfoe, stoeP^ (stop, stop!) of the 
postillion. I was consequently detained two 
hours before a temporary axletree ^could be 
procured, to enable me to: reach the town. I 
congratulated myself, however, that the acci- 
dent did not occur in the middle of a stage, 
in a dark night,^^Bnd with the agreeable accom- 
panwients of ^^ tbutoder^ lightning,^ m of rain." 

We were provided with a spare axletree, in 
contemplation of an accident of this kind, and 
which, after we reached the town, was at- 
tached with all possible ^qiedition. In the 
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mean time, I went to the river side, to endea- 
vour to ascertain, whether any water convey-f 
ance was to be met with from hence to Gazan, 
as this town is one of the pcnrts, as they term 
it, where vessels put in for shelter or trade. 
My enquiry, however, proved abortive. 

On my return I found the pavoshka ready, 
and immediately set forward, but had not pro- 
ceeded many yards when the other axletree 
gave way. This was truly provoking, as I 
had no second spare one with me ; and soon 
found that the good people around me were * 
disposed to make the most of my misfor- 
tune. At length, I had the luck to meet with 
a decent person, who could speak French, 
to whom I expressed my determination to 
bundle myself and broken-down- cairiage into 
a boat, and proceed by water. He replied, 
what I well knew before, that there was no 
boat in the port, but that he would talk to the 
people, and get my repairs done as reason- 
ably as possible. I assured him, however, 
that, sooner than submit to imposition, I 
would wait until a boat arrived, or, selling 
my carriage, proceed by a post telega. At 
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length, he bargained with than to put me on 
a new axietree, for about double the sum it 
would have cost at Moaicow; this, howevw, 
detained me until six o'clock, at which hour I 
had the pleasure of setting off in the rain, 
that continued throughout the night, and 
made the bad roads still worse. 

About seven in the morning we arrived at 
the town of Tchebocsar, said to have been 
built by a robber of that name, situated in a 
de^ valley, close to the Volga, of wfaidi it is 
a prindpal port, and containing abcnit five, 
thousand inhabitants. The Russian mendte^ts. 
of this place carry on an extensive trade with, 
the neighbouring tribes of the Tschuwasheft 
and Tseheremishes, who ii^abit villages pe- 
culiar to themselves, being a distinct race of 
Fiiinish extraction, and not Tartars,, as some^ 
have represented them. The chief commodi- 
ties they supply, are corn, honey, wax, and 
th^ bark of the lime-tree, which is made use 
of to cover houses and kabitkas, as well as for 
other purposes. They also trade largely in 
the i^ns of animals, particularly of squiri^ls^ 
which they shoot with light guns, nuule at 
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Tou]a for the fwrpoae, and which carry a 
SD^ shot, about the size of a pea. This 
place is also celebrated {or its ei^V&at bridesy 
Yhich are expwted to vario^ places on the 
Volga. 

Altl^ottgh I had been disappointed in juy 
previous attempts to find a water conVeyamaB 
Id Gazan, I did not give up the point ; and 
notwithstanding my Tartar showed himself 
averse to it^ 4^t^rmined to prosecute my 
enquiry at this place; and at length, through 
the medium of a gentleman yaibatfi the Prince 
of Georgia had wished me to call upon^ I 
found a boat belonging to Simbirsk, which 
was returning empty, after digchaiging ^ cargo 
of £[alt higher up the river, and which I ascer* 
tained to be just wide enough to receive my 
equipage. I agreed with the captain of this 
vessel to land me near the mouth of the 
Casanfca, a distance of a hundred miles, 
for eight roubles. At mie in the afternoon 
we commenced our voyage, having a vwy 
fine day, and a fresh breesEe, whichi to- 
wards evening, sunk into a ci^, so that we 
were obliged to tal^ to our oars, with which 
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we procQ«Kied merrily enough^ the eitew sing^ 
ing, m they advanced, their naticmsd airs in 
concert, so as^ to remind me forcibly of the Ca- 
nadian boat-song. 

Our hann<my was, at length, interrupted 
lt)yan occurrenpe which, for a time, excited 
isome apprehension on my pait; About tjlM^ 
night I perceived our crew leave off ro^ingj 
and commence a violent altercation, ivehich, at 
first, I imagined arose from the wish dt a part 
to go on shore for spirits. At lengthy how- 
ever, the dispute increasing, my imagihatloB 
began to operate, and to suggest the ^ssi^^ 
bility, that I might be the siibjSfet of ^hten- 
tion, and that they were d^iding myftkti^; 
for I well knew that they wbiild make little 
scruple of sacrificing me, C6vld they dei^iVfe 
any profit by it, ahd'do ft with impunity. I 
determined, therefore, to put hiyself on the 
^ard.* In taking my jflafcei on boai-d, I hbA 
preferred the seat of my pavoshka, as being 
^ most comfortable situMion in the Vessel ; 
thk served me as a kind of entrenchment, and 
having my postillion's pistols by my Sid*, I 
put myself on the qui rew, prepared to mark 
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one or more of them, should any attempt be 
Blade to merest, me; and which I hoped, in 
the event of the affair proving fatal to myself, 
might lead to their discovery and punishment. 
It can scarcely be wondered at that my appre- 
hension should have been excited to this pit<^, 
when it is recollected that this river was 
ibilnerly the scene of the most horrid acts of 
piracy, and that such crimes are still occa- 
sionally perpetrated, particularly durii^ the 
season of the fair of Nijni Novi^orod. 

Fortunately, however, my suspicions were 
groundless. After the squall had continued 
about an hour, it blew over ; I was afterwards 
informed it was occasioned by a dispute 
rei^)ecting the division of some money they 
had made. When it concluded, the parties 
betook themselves to rowing and singing, as 
before. About seven in the morning I was 
laqded, near the confluence of the Gazanka 
and the Volga, at the port of Bakalda, distant 
only six versts from Gazan. I here took 
horses, and arrived at the latter place about 
nine o'clock. 
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Cazan — Interview with the acting governor-— >Qeneral Sima-> 
noff — Mr. Fuchs — Amusements of Trinity week — Pugat- 
chef^The Admiralty— The University— Tartar School~ 
Manners and character of the Cazan Tartars — ^Their edu* 
cation — Service at a Mosque — Tartar festivals — Enter- 
tainment at a Tartar merchant's — Tartar customs — 
Ingenuity — Commerce of Cazan — Kalmuc sheep— Un^ 
healthiness of Cazan — Captain Ricord — Departure from 
Cazan — Religious processions. 

My accommodations at Cazan were of the 
same kind as I had now become accustomed 
to, namely, i^ room/with a table, wooden chairs, 
and a frame to lay my mattress upon; in ad- 
dition to which my apartment was freely 
ventilated by a deficiency of glass in the 
window, the replacement of which I urged in 
vain. 

My first occupation was delivering my let- 
ters of introduction, particularly the one 



Digitteed 



by Google 



358 tUE VJG£-OOVERNOR. 

directed to the governor, whom I had met with 
near Nijni Novogorod, and who had returned 
it to me with an addition of his own, and 
which I lost no time in presenting to the vice- 
governor, who, through the medium of his 
aiid-de-camp, informed me that he would order 
one of the police to attend me wherever I 
might wish to go, and which appeared rather 
a.noyel mode of shewing civility to a stranger, 
especaually as I could: derive no information 
from him, in consequence of my being wholly 
uns^ttte:tp coi^yerse with a Russi&n, Indepen- 
dent of this, I felt myself treated by this 
gentlemen with much less respect than 1 tad 
been accustomed to, as he received me in an 
Older room, and- kept roe standing during our 
interview. I could not avoid entertaining a 
suspicion that this b^iaviour had its motive, 
ttr6 mofe particularly as my totter was from no 
less a person than the governor-generid> of 
Moscow. l!his surmise was afterwards con- 
firmed by my finding that this officer and 
the governor, to whom the introduction was 
addressed, were at variance, in consequence of 
the latter having rendered himself obnoxious 
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to the nobility of his govei^iment, and which 
was the reason of his joui^iiey to St. Petersbui^. 

I had QO further communication with the 
vice-governor during my continuance at da- 
zan J but was fortunately provided with other 
letters of introduction, and amongst the rest^ 
one to his excellency the senator, General Sf- 
manoff, who had been sent by the goveriiment 
to enquire into the misunderstanding be£3r6 
alludied to; this gentleman I found a (Sensiblef, 
friendly man, and his wife and family very 
amiable. 

I had the gratification of spending the even- 
ing with Mr. Fuchs, who had on this day been 
elected rector of the University of Cazan, and 
who introduced me to several of the professors^ 
who were ass^bled at his house on the occa- 
sion ; in such society I could not 6til to spend 
an agreeable evening. 

Mr. F. presented me with a letter Whicfi had 
been forwarded to his address, from a frieiid in 
Moscow, and which detailed the various opi<^ 
nions of my acquaintance in that place, relative 
tb my journey ; some anticipated, that sickened 
(nr experience^ it would terminate at Cazan'; 
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while other$, who knpw me better, believed 
that I should accomplish all that I had pro- 
posed; I was happy to confirija the latter 
opinion, by expressing the satisfaction I had 
thus far derived, and assuring them, that 
I had met with less difficulty than I had con- 
templated. 

Thursday, June :^th, I spent most of this 
day in exploring the town of Cazan, accompa- 
nied by M. Jobard, the professor of Greek at 
the university. 

Cazan contains a population of about forty 
thousand, including the Tartars, who inhabit 
a separate part of the town, and^re distin- 
guished by their own customs and religion; 
the latter being Mahometan. During the 
winter time, the society of the place is said to 
be highly polished; at the time of my resi- 
dence, however, most of the nobility were 
living at their country-seats ; none remaining 
except those who were compelled to do so by 
jMrofessional avocations. 

On the following day I accompanied Mr. 
Fuchs and his family to a promenade, held on 
accpunt of Trinity week, which is kept as a 
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festival throughout Russia. The amusements 
consisted of rope-dancing, horsemanship, lights 
amusing comedies^ and buffoonery. Accord* 
ing to the report of superintending (^cers^ 
the lower orders of people assembled on this 
occasiion consumed fifteen hundred gallons of 
brandy, and five thousand of beer. 

The spot were these amusements were held, 
was once the sbene of a bloody battle, fought 
between the impostor, Pugatchef, and the 
Russians, commanded by General Michaelson, 
in the year 1774, and which terminated in the 
defeat of the former. 

" This extraordinary man was born at a vil- 
lage on the banks of the Don. He was a 
ecmimon Cossack^ and served in the wars 
against Prussia and the Turks ; after which, 
being reftised his discharge, subsequent 
to the siege of Bendor he deserted. After 
wandering about in different parts of the 
empire, he was taken, and sent to Cazan, for 
treasonable conversation; from whence he 
made his escape, and not long afterwards 
appeared in the character of Peter the Third, 
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at the head of iramerous insurgents composed 
of Cossacks and dissenters. 

** In the month of Jnly, 1774, he advanced 
towards Cazan, burnt the town, murdered the 
principal inhabitants, and besieged the citadel, 
whither the governor, and some of the nobi- 
lity, had taken shelter, until he was forced to 
raise the siege, by the approach of Colonel 
MichaeLson, at the head of a considerable 
body of troops, when after repeated engage- 
ments during three days, he was forced to 
retire across the Volga, with a chosen band 
of Cossacks, whei-e he was again reinforced by 
numerous troops of Cossacks, as well as by 
numberless discontented peasants. 

" After various successes and defeats, he 
was at last betrayed by some of his most con- 
fidential followers, ftom a promise of pardon 
for theirtreachery, and delivered up to a body 
of troops under the command of: General 
Sttvaroff, stationed on the banks of the Yaik, 
which is now calledthe Ural; from this place 
he was conducted to the commander-in-chief. 
Count Panim at Simbirsk, and then to Moscow, 
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where, after his trial and ccmfession, he was 
executed, on the 21st of January, 1775^ Thvt^ 
terminated the rebellion of the fifth and last 
impostor that had assumed the title of Peter 
the Third/* 

On the 28th I dined with the senator Sim»- 
noff, in company with all the principal: govern- 
mient officers, and also of the governor of Y iat- 
ka, whose daughter was married to the vice* 
governor of Cazan. After dinner I visited the 
mohumentlately erected in commemoration of 
the taking of this town from the Tartars in 1552* 
It is of a pyranxidical form, with a church in 
the centre of its base, and is situated on an el0» 
vietted spot of ground, where the Russian war* 
riors who feU jh the contest ware buried. 

The foUowing day, being Sunday, I spent 
diieljy with Mr. Fucbs* In the evcoiing I 
visited the admiralty, established by Peter 
the Great, on the- Cazanka) at a distance of 
tltree vc^^Cs firom the city^ where ^^nallef ves- 
sels lore built for thjeprotection of the Caspian 
S0a tmAe, The vrorks admit of the building 
of sixty^four gun ships if required; Peter 
shewed his usual sagacity in the selection of 
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a dock*yard at this point, for it is in the midst 
of the finest growths of oak timber which this 
empire posseses, and which is cut and trans* 
ported to the water side in the winter by a. 
class of men named Lashmas. These people 
are chiefly Tai^ars, and in con$equenw of this 
duty, exempted from military service. 

At this place I went on board a yacht, built 
at Tver, which name it bears, by the order of 
Catharine the Second, to allow herself and court 
to navigate the magnificent Volga. She had 
been ship*rigged, and measured one hundred 
feet in length, sixteen and a half in breadth, 
and five deep in the hold. This interesting 
relic, which is now materially decayed, 19 
about to ;undergo some reparation, in order to 
preserve her from falling to pieces. 

I occupied the Monday and Tuesday in 
visiting the cathedral, fortress, and other in- 
teresting parts of the town. 

Cazan contains a celebrated university, 
which holds under its inspection the public 
schools of no less than sixteen governments. 
Its chief officer, or curator, resides at St. Pe- 
tersburg; there are, however, two resident 
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sub-curators ; the one devoted to itsr eeonomy^ 
and named the director; the other to science, 
and named the rector ; the latter department 
being divided into four faculties^ at the head 
oi each of which is a dean. These again com- 
prise twenty-six professors, with twelve adr 
juncts, who teach all the variou£( branches of 
human philoisophy. Hie number of students 
are, at this tiine, only a hundred, which is to 
be attributed to the circumstance of the sons 
of the nobility being almost entirely brought 
up to the army, and those of the class beiow 
them to the navy and public offices; so. that 
the poorest gentry only jenjibrace the Jit^*ary 
profession; besides, those who can afford it, 
prefer giving their sons private educations. 

The sons of the Russian clergy are all, ex? 
nec^sarioj priests, and brought up in the rnii- 
versities established exclusively for that pur- 
pose, and which are termed (zcademitB spirt'- 
tualesy of which there are four principal ones; 
namely, at St. Petersburg, Moscow, Kief, and 
Ca^san, with minor ones in each bishopric. 
There is a bishopric attached to every thtee 
governments. 
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On Wednesday I went to a Tartar tebool, 
where, before being permitted to enter, my 
siK^es^ were tak^i ofC^ irfler which I was seated 
on alow box.,, widi a piflow placed upon It. The 
malla^ or mperintendeM of the ^school, who is 
aim the priest oi the parish to which it beloi^ifs, 
ealled up several of the boys, who repeated 
passages irom tlie Koran, chanting them out 
with a strong nasal tone. This school con* 
tained about iifty boys. 

It may not be uninteresting to enter into 
some details, illustrative of the maimers and 
diaraeters of the Cazan Tartars* 

The traveller, who visits Ciusan, cannot fail 
to be impressed with the c^servation tihiat the 
Tartars, generally, are a more civilized people 
Hian their Russian masters. The Tartar who 
is unable to read and write is held in very 
little estimation by his countrymen; and 
hence it &i a leading considemtion with the 
^A(»rs €( families, to send their children to 
sdioot at an early age, with a view to tb^ 
being instructed in reading, writing, and t^ 
principles of religion; and to promote these 
points, every mosque has its prc^r sehool 
attached to it. 



Digitized 



by Google 



Tim eicpeinces attendettit on these aefaoob 
are defrayed in an unusual mannw: socab 
rich Tajftar 4rhargs^s liimself with thraii&r the 
ourrent year, and which he deems a service 
aoo^pteibl^ to his God ; tbu^ praoticaiiy look-* 
ij^ for his rewaid in heavan* There are 
eight mosques^ and eonsequendy eight sdiooir 
houses, in the Tartar Town of Cazan, each of 
wfaii^ aeeommodates its masters and pupils 
with lodging and hoard. They are always 
under the supreme direction of the elergyman 
of the mosque, with subordinate masters or 
usfiers aider him, who nceive no Qxedatipendy 
but amte^t themsdres with the donaiioiis of 
the friends of their pupils, consiBttng ehieflyr 
of corn and otiber necessaries of Mfe, with sotne. 
litCte money, and, on great hdidaysV the ooca^ 
sional prasent of a robe* 

The books employed in the instruction of 
the |x>ys are ranged on shelves against the 
waiUs, afid intermingled with vaiions imple-* 
meols of trade; and such is the spirit of 
industry, that the masters may be often ob<% 
served, at the same time t|(at they are in- 
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structing their pupils, occupied in mending 
their shoes. 

Children are generally admitted between 
the ages of seven and eight, and continue at 
least five years ; and those who are devoted 
to the church, or the sciences, much longer. 
The system of education commences with 
reading abridged sentences of the Koran: 
this is followed by books of Tartar poetry, 
explanatory of the sacred volume, and after* 
wards by the study of a woric entitled Mour- 
hamid Essendi, which contains a variety of 
commercial precepts in the Arabic la^uage. 
Many also learn the Persian language, either 
with a view to commercial relations, or as a 
matter of. taste. It is not a little singular, 
however, that few become acquainted with the 
Russian, notwithstanding the intimate con- 
nexion that must exist between the two people. 
The reason they assign for this is by no 
means honourable to the latter, as they assert, 
the party who acquires that language is sure 
to become worthless. 

The scholars generally take their lessons 
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se&ted on their beds, with their legs erosi^ 
under them, and read in a singing tone of 
Toioe, which is both plaintive and disagree- 
able. They have one common pot for bmling 
their provision, into which each puts his por- 
tion, one being appointed to superintend the 
cooking. Each individual is at liberty to eat 
when he pleases, although the more usufftl hour 
of l^reakfieist is eight in the morning, and of 
dinner six in the evening. 

The females receive a similar kind of edu- 
cation, uncter the superintendance of the wives 
(tf the priests. 

On Friday I took an opportunity of visiting 
a mosque during divine service, this being the 
chief day of the week when it is performed,. 
My shoes were here edso taken off at the 
entrance. The service did not last more than 
half an hour, during which I noticed that 
the people were in great agitation, occasion- 
ally jumping up, and then sitting or lying 
down, as the molla read particular parts of 
the Koran. Women, of course, are not allowed 
to attend. 

The Tartarjs observe four feasts in the year : 
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Two of tbem are national ; one intended for 
the men^ tJne otiher for the women. The 
fom^r take^plaoe in the spring, and lasts a 
week ;i during itscontinuMioe the people enjioy 
themielyeft in wrestling, which is. their fa<« 
^ourijb^amusemenl}, and consists in each com- 
balant taking his opponent by the sash^ and 
jft thM- way endeavoumng to overthrow 
him.;: almoin, races, both, on foot and:hoEseharcfc« 
The latter feast appears chiefly intended to 
cQOgregate^the seies» with, sl view to.matrimo- 
9ial spQCulatioE^, and consists ol danobg, 
singing, and music. It is held; in. summeK^ 
aoA las^sj oneior mwe weeks. 

Thftifinsteoclssiastical foaist:is.the Bamaaan^ 
wimh. is preceded by a fast of tweniy-eigfct 
days| no one eating or> drinking^ except in tile 
night time^ At^th^^ conclusion of the.ra0ntfa| 
the feast commenK^s^ and is; chai»istei»aed by 
a compensating indulgence in. good living for 
tlmoe daysi On the first of these days, the 
men all gox>irtiinlQ apbin ne«r the tow%.aad^ 
at thot rising' ofi the sun, perform their/ devot 
tions, while lying on their faces. 

The other foa^i naHied\BeiDam» takes pifeuiie 
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m»b6uttmenaoKAB>Ah&r IhdfbrtBev. ItlMito 
«ad;^one day, alMbekfK^tfoiutoyof « Sfeterefina 
in: oommemorttdbn ai AbrabaM^sxAMidlbBOd' lo 
GJodl Every msatet MOg,vitb Mb MmihasMt^ 
fMK- aidhml :. Ibv JnMnMBf m di«ep- Ibr oii« 
mno ; a eowv 01^ or » ^iw»l^ Ibr aswa- nl»«$ 
sttch pftrt» of whidi^Ad are iMtovnsodied liy 
the ikm% tbein8eh«i^ am dAstrilktM^ 10^ HM 
pviesUi sAcI (he p(k»r. In kS^bag the «iin«yi; 
its- head is tiivneiltovaKlaiMecctt, tli»-ttiftiiiwll« 
perftMins this ofleetudng an Jknkimtb «tptes- 
sion, signifying Hmti^ saerttee is made ** iA 
the name of Oodv^' T&epeoi»ltt Hiendip'tlnit 
fingers intake first liioed^iaff ^oyre^mti noatk 
vriiih it the forehead, nose, <^n, and«ciliee(u{;lliit 
they imagine ^teotS'timit fipont'tlie devil. 

A fitfend, ^ho^ had becu dining bf invilMtien 
at the house of » Tartar metciamf lawared 
ane^th the following dAteription of his ettt^*- 
tainiMe«<^ Chi th« jMirtf Aiviving at tbe^use, 
the host, dressed^ ih a linen robe that foing 
dcfmi to- M» heels, eame- tb iSke- miter do<^ t» 
receive them, and conducted them, with an 
easy pofiteness, into- 1^ dining apigirtment. 
ife' now, Di^th' his- own- hand, proeeeded to 
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{dace a variety of dried fruits, cedar-nuts, &c. 
on the table, which was covered with a Persian 
doth, grotesquely worked. The merchant's 
wife them made her eturiey when the lady 
visitors rose and embraced her. Dinner was 
next brought in, and the party sat down to it, 
with the exception of their hostess, who re- 
tilted behind a curtain in a comer of the room, 
to dine by herself, it being the custom of the 
women never to be seen eating by the men. 

The &rst disb was soup, strongly flavoured 
with onions and vinegar, and having small 
iMong cakesj filled with minced-meat, floating 
in It, ajid which was eaten with wooden spoons^ 
those made of any other mat^ial being for- 
bidden. After this came a grilled fowl, with 
salted cucumbers, and which was succeeded 
by the remainder of the dinner. As soon 
as dinner, concluded, tea was introduced, 
served up with brandy and rum instead of 
milk; the Tartar himself using the i*un^ 
only, in consequence of brandy having been 
interdicted by Mahomet Sweetmeats and 
Don wines were drank by the guests, both 
before and after tea. The merchant proved 
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himself an agbeeable, intettigcuit mam^ answer- 
ing all the questions submitted to him re- 
specting the customs and commeroial mlations 
of his countrymen, in an unreserved and satis- 
factory manner: On taking leave, the party ^ 
found a. sledge jprovided. for them; and his 
son, as a mark of particular re$pec^ drove 
them home, sijiging, en the way^ a variety of 
Tartar songs for their amusement. 

The Tartars, without exception, sleep on 
feather-beds, which renders their skin more 
driicate and tender than that of dieir Russian 
neighbours; they consequently are unable to 
bear the baton or knout without greater in- 
jury ; and have such horror of these punish- 
ments, that, to avoid them, they .will fre- 
quiently abjure their religion, and become 
Christians, a conversion which is accepted in 
mitigation c^ their sentence. This people^ 
however, very seldom commit any of. the 
higher crimes, as murder,. or. such as subject 
them to the knout; notwithstandii]^, they 
have no objection to stealing when a fevour- 
able opportunity pffeirs, and particularly horses, 
tp the flesh of which, as a food, they ar? ex- 
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tram^y pardid. l^ey are also, many <tf 
diem, very IngenkMS in the forgery of hai^ 
notes, or any wriM^i documents, 'mhidb they 
imitate so ^exactly with the {sen, that the de« 
eeption can with difficulty he d^ected* 

The commerce of Oazan js chiefly carried 
on hy Tartars, many ot whose iiierchs»ts are 
exceedingly ricfh, and haxre relations with all 
the principal dfies of the empiie. Hie trade 
consists of «bap, leather, potass^ skins, wax, tal- 
low, &e. Theq4iantity^soapmanufoctttradin 
the pktee Is firom two hundred to two hunibed 
and fifty thousand poods per imnum; the soda 
used in making it being the produce of the 
neighbourhood, and the <ril brought froni 
Astracan. Even the Tartar princes do not 
deem H derogatory to enter into trade ; and it 
is said that the best soap is manufiftctured by 
the Prince Samanoff, and has his Qame 
istamped upon it. Tert^o* princes, however, are 
not to be deemed of equal importance wi^ 
those ef Europe. The Onar Alexie advanesed 
to this dignity ail wfioembraeed <%ri«tlanlty ; 
a stratagem which preeured him ma^y thou^ 
sand proselytes. StrableiAMrg «ays, that ife 
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sa^ in one viUage^ eighteen «iioh tidUe liir 
milies, who aU lived hy dUa^e*and ImsbMidiy^ 
There is also at Cazan a manuiMtory ^ 
gu npo w i to', that supfdies all Siberia; and 
another of doth for the cdiay, belonging td 
Mr. Oiokin, and which has been in existence 
siflBe the time of P^ter the Ofeat. It emfi<bys 
a thoi»aad workmen^ aind da prlnhftee a 
hundred aiKi thirty thcnwand ^rshiftes of cMh 
annually, and which mU to goYerafimeiit Ibtr 
three rouhlM and fifteen copei^ks p^ ^simn^ 
The wool empfoyed is the igroWth of thA 
governments of Orenburg, SiBri»nik, wid 
€a2aa» Many sheep iite brdnght to Ge(zail 
from the former province, which are femark- 
fi^le for their la^ fat talls^ A frigid of 
mine, who kept soikie <kf theeie she^ attiiis 
place, found their tails deg^oeralte^ probably 
in ooosequeiioe <>{ tto^ ehclnge ^ liviiig^ and 
the watrt (rf.tfae hourishi&g Ibod of dieir itetivi^ 
{^ailis. They have tiao foeen obiStNrved to low 
th« bulk of their taHs When drii^en a long 
joilmey> the fat being absorbed in eoilse* 
quetioe of the increased citeulbfttion Which ifi 
emited* This variety of ' shee|> is of large 



Digitized 



by Google 



3t6 CAPTAIN RICORfir* 

size, with long hanging ears, and the wool of 
a brown colour, bordering on the nature ci 
hair, and very long. Ttey soon become 
unhealthy at Gazan, the marshy groond in 
its neighbourhood exciting disease of the 
Inngs. 

On account ot the extent of marsh^ ground 
around it, and which is frequently overflown; 
Cazan is fay no aeona a healthy situation. 
Agues, rheumatism, serofala, scurvy, and dis^ 
eases of the skin, are prevalent; and the 
latter are frequently extended ambi^t the 
lower classes by the communication afforded 
in the warm baths, which are indiscriminately 
resorted to. 

The government is miich infested by mos* 
quitos^ gnats, bugs, beetles, rats, mice, and 
innumerable snakes. 

On Saturday, July 5th, it was communi- 
cated to me that Captain Ricord the late 
governor of Kamschatka, had arrived at 
, Cazan, in his way from that country. This 
induced me to defer my departure a day 
longer, in order that I might avail myself of 
the opp(»tunity an invitation I had to meet 
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him at dinner would afford, of eliciting in^ 
formation respecting my future projects. 
I had the pleasure of finding him an inr 
telUgoit gentleman, well conversant with 
the English language. He acquainted me 
with the death of the fathei- of the lady of 
Captain Cochrane, and a variety of particu- 
lars respecting that gentleman's marriage aiid 
residence in Kamschatka. 

After spending the whole evening in the 
company of Captain Rioord, I toc^ leave of 
my friends in Cazan, and resumed my journey 
for Siberia. 

I had hastened my departure, in order to 
avoid being present at a grand ceremony that 
was to commence on the following day, con- 
sisting of a ]Mrbcession of the clergy and an 
immense concourse of the people, of all de- 
scriptions, many of whom had travelled lyore 
than two hundred ver sts from the country to be 
present thereat On this occasion, the ^^ Image 
of the Mother of God of Smolensko^' is brought 
to Cazan from the Monastery of Semiosemoe, 
distant about eighteen versts, and where it is 
kept during elleven months of the year, pre^ 
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eeded by flags aad images firon die Tarioiis 
ohmrdies, and which are carried out to invite 
her ladydiip into town. On arriving in the 
city, her lodyiiiip is iBrst candncted to the 
cathedral, where she remains three nigfabi; 
after this she visits, in grand proeession, aU 
the •othier churches, spending one day susd 
niglit in each parti^, which period is ahnost 
wholly occupied in making calls upon its 
inhabitaass, a graater or lesser time being 
spent in eadi house, in proportion to the re^ 
spectafoility of its owner, or the gri^M libe<- 
rality with which he repays the favour con* 
ferred upon him. In each house she is reeeived 
with all possible respect and vei^ration, the 
rooms and passages being strewn with car* 
petittg^ matting, or bou^lis. She is conducted, 
on entering the house, to the apartment where 
the patron image is kept, and planed on a 
table, in an u^m^t position, with wax can«- 
dles in front of her. Prayers are now said isi 
hw presence, after which the attendant priests 
proceed to regale thensetves with tea, brandy 
and wine, or, aoGC»*ding to the time of the day, 
with dinner^ or more snifastantial refreshments. 
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During the period of pay ing her visits, the 
bells are continually ringing, accompanied 
by every other demonstration of joy on the 
part of the inhabitants. One day is occupied 
with visiting the gates of the town, in com- 
memoration of her leaving, in the year 1654, 
arrested a plague, which was proving very 
fatal in the city. The period of her annual 
r£^$idenfie in Ca^an is one months and the 
money fjollected on the oeeesion about twenty- 
five thousand roubles; this is the perquisite 
of the prierts of faer monastery. 

There is another fejBtst which takes place in 
tJm ^ity on the Sth of Jtdy, in honour <^ (the 
image called the Mother of God of Cazan. 
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Departure from Cazan — Author on spare diet— Malmyche — 
The Autlior suspected to be a spy — Okhane — ^Perm — 
Mines, &c. in that neighbourhood*— Salt Wells of Soli- 
camsk — Governor Kriegner — Departure from Perm for 
Ekaterinburg — Bilinbaefskoi — The Ural Mountains — 
The Author's feelings on entering Asia — ^Ekaterinbuig — 
Mr. M/s country residence — Gold Sand-«*-Coining of 
copper money — Exiles of Siberia — General Simanoff and 
his lady — Preparations for leaving Ekatmnburg— De- 
scription of the town— 'Gamichloff—Tamen'— The Tobol — 
Arrival at Tobolsk. 

I "LEFT Cazan at midnight, and was detained 
for nearly half an hour at the gate of the city, 
hy some explanations between the soldiers 
and my postillion, the nature of which I could 
not comprehend. The following day, July 7th, 
proved very fine, but extremely hot and dusty. 
About two o'clock I arrived at a Tartar village, 
where I expected to have procured a dinner, 
but in vain ; so that I was compelled to con- 
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tent myself with dry bread and quass. This 
was truly a contrast to the enjoyment of the 
preceding day, when I had partaken of all the 
luxuries of an opulent city, in the society of 
its great and learned ; I now was doomed to 
eat my humble fare in solitude, at least with- 
out a soul to whom I could ccmimunicate a 
sentiment. And yet I smiled at my crust, 
and reflected how little man required, provided 
his mind was content, and so constituted aiiJto 
bend itself to circumstances. Perhaps there 
was not a better subject to philosophize over 
than a dry crust; so I ii^Lulged my thoi]^hts 
freely in their lucubrations, and when my 
hunger was appeased, recommenced my jour* 
ney , with the anticipation of a better dinner on 
the morrow. 

The road was rough aiMl hilly, and the villages 
^iefly inhabited by Tartans, whose. children 
occasionally.followed us with wild strawberries 
for ^ale. This reminded me of the gypsy. chiL> 
dren who run after the coaches near Shooter^s 
Hill, and in other parts of Kent. I could hot 
&il to remark throughout this journey, that the 
Tartars appeared far more advanced in civili- 
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mkmt they attempted, nioieehil in A«ii^ atten*- 
tiioiuv move trMtaUe in tlieir Hmnners^, «kiid 
feDm didr vlUagear I uniformly found my^lf 
aeodnmiodflftMiwittethe be^thorses^ibndfdyireMi 
On Tuesday, the 8tli^ the day i»^ holy l«t 
the roads mack improved, alAoogh d«isty. I 
waS' again disappoinledl in my dtamer, m 
neillier t$hy iiuir, nor fowl were toifae proeujced^ 
wi^ the exeeptiott' of hone flesh, which the^ 
ibM net presame to oflS^r me, €» I cef taifily 
i&oahl have v^itured upon* an experiment 
with it 1 again, tt^refore, smiled ovet my 
hmad and quass, and hoped for better tiifives. 
The leader will pi^wive tlmt I had been* Uffi- 
Incky enmigh to leave (Dsnan wiliibut. my 
usual travelling stock of provision, wiiioh was 
ttl^batatite to two caases^ — i^l^enee and 
modesty. The latter quality is: one which ei^ 
perienoe had long taught me that a: teaveller 
is better without, and yet I,4;ome how or other, 
in. the j^esent instanoe^ alliorwed it ta interfere 
with my eomforts. The feet wasf that I had 
takenanyusual precaution, aitCaaaii, ofiiiequest- 
in^ a friend to lay me in tiie neeeslsar^ stbres; 
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he had purchased thesn^bat imaginiiig' i should 
90t set off at tibe time I had fixed, had neglected 
otdering them to be dsf^ssedi The fUend wioli 
¥Apm 1 had supped, a^mt^ of my d^deaiy^ 
most kindly urged me to take scHne^ol'theTem* 
fmnt» of his feast; but tJUs^J rerakitelif de* 
elined; aArming, that I should certahily^ maet 
with sup^ies^at the different postrstwticms ; and 
I believe my fkwxid did not doubt but that 
tfais^ would be the case^ 

About five Q^slbok: I arrived' at the tmm 
oi Mulmyche, in: tl^ govermnent of Viatlm^ 
wl^re^after taking my tea,and while preparing 
to. set off^ Iwas^ accosted by &man, who W9th 
diffienlty made me understand that a gentile* 
man. would soon ar«ive who, could speak 
French, and who shewed greataanoiety to hs^ee 
me stay until, he. came. Thinking I miglit 
gainfimn tfa9S:personsoHieinfonnatiaDrMepeoti* 
ing the country I was travelling through, iww 
mdiiceditoaefiede to the request, andaceom- 
panied him iato^hisihouse, which adjoinedTtfie 
one ati which. I had been. taking my teai Ais 
soon as I was seated, he* almost fibmedme< to 
take) wine: witih> him, wfaidi- 1: bore wit^ :£dl)pos- 
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sible patience, expecting every imtant the 
arrival of his friend. Time passed away, 
however, without his appearance, during whiidi 
I frequently heard my entertainer, with appa- 
rent .anxiety ^ looking out of the window ; and 
when I showed a disposition to move, he ex- 
claimed ^^sechas! sechasH which means ^^di- 
rectly." At length, in about an hour, and to the &^ 
tisfietction of both, the gentleman arrived, who, 
iafter a conversation with the other, shook me 
heartily by the hand, and laughing immode* 
rately at the same time, b^an to talk to me in 
the German language, and I had the mortifica- 
tion of finding that he could not converse with 
me in French ; so that I had been losis^ my 
time in waiting for him. I therefore, after a 
few more hearty shakes of the hand from 
my laughing acquaintance, who was a tall, 
stout man, again prepared to recommence my 
journey. 

I afterwards received cm explanation of this 
mysterious proceeding from a gentleman 
whom I met in Siberia, and who had his ac* 
count from the man himself. 

The person who was so anxious for my ami- 
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munication with the gentleman who was to 
speak French, had charge of the post-statioa 
of the place with the title of expeditor, and 
very sagaciously, in consequence of my not 
looking him in the face whc^n he spoke to me, 
took it into his head that I was a spy, and al- 
though he was informed that I was blind, ob- 
served that it was impossible a blind person 
could be travelling in the way I appeared to 
travel. He was so convinced of the correct- 
ness of his surmise that he lost no time in 
sending for the laughing gentleman, who was a 
brandy distiller, and who really was able to con- 
verse in French— in a morning; but had most 
unfortunately so muddled his organ of lan- 
guages by the vapour of his stills, or pwhaps 
some more immediate application of their con- 
tents, that no other resource remained to make 
himself understood than what his superior 
knowledge of the Russ or German languages 
afforded. 

About ten versts from this town we crossed 
the river Viatka, on a raft, after which the 
roads to the next station proved very heavy and 
saii^y ; they improved, however, on the fol- 
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lowii^ day. I was again obliged to content 
myself with bread and quass for dinner; but 
I jfelt in excellent health, and my mind was so 
deeply interested in my present and future 
proceedings, that I merely felt anxious to 
satisfy the cravings of nature. Besides I had 
always the power of preparing myself a re- 
freshing cup of tea. In the afternoon we 
reached the town of Okhane, situated near &e 
fine Mid rapid river Kama, which, about three 
miles after leaving this place I crossed on a 
raft, in company with various other carriages. 
This river 8dx)unds with the sterlet ; but they 
are not so fine, or of the same colour^ with 
those caught in the Volga. 

On Thursday, the 10th, I arrived at the city 
of Penh, and immediatly drove to the resi- 
dence of the govern w, for whom I Iraud letters, 
and who; received me in the most friendly 
manner^ anticipating my request to be reetmi- 
mended to good quarters, by offering me tte 
best in the town — at hibs own house. In the 
evening I aaK>inpan]ed- a gentleman to visk a 
cpf^er manufhetnry in tile vicinity of the 
dty, where thef^wribus processes o& smdimg 
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maA deaning the or^, and fotAiAg it info ban^ 
we carried Oft. 

TMs coppier man^fiictorj^ named Mok>yi<^ 

oile, belongs to the croWn^ aa well as aliodiM 

(Ti^^lfovski) at tte distance of thirty-ftror teMA 

firam the dty. The copper of t^is govern^ 

ment is excell^t, and highly esteemed for ha 

malleability; about twelve thousaiidpofodi aie 

produced annually, three thousaalkt workinen 

being occupied in the various dpeiUitioiia <kn^^ 

nected with its mmes, a great proportion of 

them in cutting down wood and piepamg it 

for the usse of the furnaces : *<ike wages^of dieite 

people remind one of olden tinMS^ being, ex^ 

ohisl^ of provisicms, cmly about a^ baU^ny a 

day.v 

Thei^ are^ beside dibse govertmiAm 
wottej vark>us pftvate iftaiittl!ibG«o]rfei^ sesr^ 
teited throughout l!hisg€i^rttl»€fnt,pttrtieul«|fly 
on the Ural Mountains, where the ore is pt^ 
eured. There are alHo many ii'on-works 
belonging both to gdveitiment and private 
individuals. 
J^ the neig^b<mt4iood of iSolicabisk msiny 
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salt wells exist, the property of Baron Strogo* 
noff, the Princess of Charovskin, and others, 
the water of which is drawn up from a depth 
oi forty sagenes, or two hundred and eighty 
feet, by means of spiral pumps, and afterwards 
exposed to evaporiation ; the salt is then trans* 
ported to Nijni Novogorod in vessels that 
carry from fifty to sixty thousand poods. 

On the following day, I amused myself with 
exploring the town, the streets of which are 
not paved. There is a pleasant promenade on 
one side, a mile in length, and which is caUed 
the boulevard, and was made a few years since 
by a late governor. 

There is a grand procession on thisjspot, on 
the 13th of May, which in the year 1819 was 
attended in sledges, a heavy fall of snow 
having occurred on the previous evening, a 
circum^lanee very unusual so late in the 
season. 

The governor hei»g from home, I dined 
iite a tite with his nephew. 

Soon after nooa on the following day it 
began to rain heavily, accompanied by loud 
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thunder and vivid lightning, which proved 
fatal to two persons in an adjoining village, 
and materially injured five others. 

The town of Perm is well situated, being 
built on an acclivity from the eastern bank of 
the Kama; its climate, however, is very vari- 
able, and generally much colder than Cazan* 

At this place a military hospital has lately 
been erected ; and like all other government 
towns in Russia, it possesses a gynmasium, as 
well as some minor schools established by the 
present governor, on the Lancasterian plan. 

On Sunday, July 1, after dinner we visited 
the house of a Danish medical gentleman, who 
had dined with us at the governor's, and who 
regaled us with melon and coffee, and shewed 
us his neat garden and hothouse. He informed 
us that Kotzebue had rested in this house 
when on his way to Tobolsk. 

On our return I recommenced my journey, 
after taking leave of my kind host. Governor 
Kriegner. This gentleman is a Livonian, and 
a married man, althmigh his lady does not 
reside with him ; having, much to his regret, 
declined accompanying him to Siberia. He 
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has proved himself particulariy attentive to 
the interests of his government, the emperor 
having, in acknowledgement, presented him 
with one of the more respectable orders of 
knighthood. He has in particular made great 
improvement in the road and posting arranger 
roeoits, his government being, in these respects, 
perhaps, the best regulated in the empire. 

The governor is particularly fond of mu- 
sic, and ofteA amuses himself with his viol 
d^amour^ a large violin with seven strings, on 
which be plays delightfully. 

On arriving at a Tartar village, the first 
post-station aft^r leaving Perm, we found some 
of the iron wc»rk of the wheels of the pa- 
voshka broken. This in the course of an hour 
the Tartar bladcsmiihs repaired. The re- 
mainder of this and the following day proved 
windy and rainy, which rencteied the roads 
very h^vy, a&d in the middle of the night one 
of my a:delrees broke, and was replaced by a 
spare one which I had witib me. At dinner 
time I arrived at a post-»station a hundred and 
sixty verats from Perm, and two hundred £rom 
. Ek^teriidiurg. At thib poim the Ural Moun'- 
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tains are said to commenoe, although for some 
distance nothing more than slighter hilb, 
or undulations of ground, are perceptible ; 
little occurs worthy of the name of mountain 
until you arrive at Bilinbaefskoi, within fifty* 
two verats c^ Ekaterinburg. 

On the 15th the weather was hirer. I was 
now crossing the Ural Mountains, which sepa* 
rate Europe and Asia, and my heart bounded 
with joy that I had accomplished so consider^ 
able a part of my journey^ and was ent^iiig^ 
as it were, upon a new wwld, a worid of 
strangers, with Providence onl^ as my guule. 
I had now succeeded in what had been, foih 
many yeate^ ond of the most ardent objects of 
my wishes, but which I had little eiipectation 
of realising — a desire of visiting tbd fourth 
quarter of the globe. The satisfaction I felt 
is indescribable, Itnd served to animate me 
with ino'eased seal to fiersev^erance in my 
future projects. I almost imagined that a 
supernatural power was ihipart^d to me, and 
that I had only to wave niy wand^ And will it, 
and every obstacle, every diflbsulty, would 
give way before me. With toy mind thun 
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enthusiastically interested, I arrived at Eka-r 
terinburg. 

Before entering this place, which is situ- 
ated at the commencement of the declivity 
of the Asiatic or eastern side of the Urai 
Mountains, I was sensible of a material 
change in the atmosphere, which had become 
colder by many degrees; this, however, as 
there had been much rain previoudy, and 
the weather had now cleared up, was pro- 
bably to be attributed' to an^ increase of 
evaporation, or other accidental causes. 

I had three letters of introduction, on which 
I depended for securing the best accommoda- 
tions the place would affiird, and I imme« 
diately addressed myself for their delivery. 
The first was to the civil commander of the 
place, who received me with, politeness; but, 
as he only spoke Russ and German, I cwild 
not explain my wishes to him. The second 
was to a gentleman who was ill in bed, and, 
consequently, unable to see me. The gentle- 
man to: whom my last letter was addressed 
was fortunately at home, a.nd could speak 
English. He kindly offered to ac^mmodate 
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me in his own house, an opportunity I thank- 
fiiUy availed myself of, there being no re- 
spectable public accommodation in the place. 
This gentleman, a German, and superin- 
tendent of a government manufactory of mar- 
ble vases, was entertaining a small party 
of friends at supper, some of whom under- 
stood French, so that I was enabled to colle<^ 
some information from them. Among other 
points, my observations of the greater coldness 
of the climate here were confirmed, it being 
stated, that during the last winter the ther- 
mometer stood, at Ekaterinburg, at forty 
degrees of frost, equal to sixty-eight degrees 
below zero, of Fahrenheit. 

On the following day, having letters for 
Mr. M , an English gentleman who re- 
sided in the country, at ten miles distance, I 
drove over to see him. I was ushered into 
the presence of three ladies, who in vain 
attempted to converse with me in the Russian 

and G^man languages ; Mr. M ^^, however, 

soon entered the room, and pressed me in so 
warm a manner to spend a few days with him, 
that I could not deny myself the gratification. 
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This geoUeman^ who ha» resided many 
yean in Biu»ia, is possessed oi great mecba" 
nical genius ; and, as a remuneration for his 
aervices to the government^ has received a 
grant of the fine tract of land and village 
whkh he now occupies, on the condition of 
his establishing there a manufoctory of cut* 
lery, and instructing a certain number q[ 
government slaves in that trade. 

The estate comprises about two square 
mileSj and the village, which is named Istock, 
is most delightfully situated, being exceU^yly 
watered by different rivers, and abounding 
with wood, game, fish, and the most luxurious 
verdure. 

Mr. M had, for some years, been much 

occupied by government in putting up steam- 
engines in this part of Siberia. 

In this happy retreat I had the pleasure of 
spending several days, during which I ^oyed 
ficequent walks in the country and neighbour* 
ing wood5, in company with the ladies c^ the 
&mily; a part of the time was rainy, and 
Ihese days were agreeably passed away in 
Mr. M-— ^'s library, whiafa oontaiued a dioice 
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selection of Eiiglish books, and which an 
English lady, who had been a companion to 
his daughters, was kind enough to read to 
nie. The society of this lady was truly valu* 
c^le to me, although she had the misfortiue 
to be extremely deaf. 

The family of Mr. M— ~- consisted of his 
lady and two daughters, and his son, a boy of 
eight years of age. it is singular that neither 

Mrs. M nor the young ladies had any 

knowledge of Ei^ish ; and, what is stiU more 
lairprising, Mr. M— -^^ was unable to oonverse 
with his own daughters in any language ! 

During my residence in this neighbourr 
hood^ Genexml Simanofl^ whom Ihave befi>re 
maiutioned, as being at Gazan during my stay 
in that place, arrived at Ekaterinburg, to in-- 
spect the mines in its vicinity, but, perhaps, 
more particitlaiiy to examine into the nature 
of a kind of sand, latdy discovered in this 
country, and which has become a new source 
of great wealth to the government, being 
richly loaded with gold: ia short, since its 
discovwy, the former gold mii^ has been 
disocmtinued working, a measure which, how-^ 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



396 GOLD SAND. 

ever, had been long anticipated, as its produce 
was scarcely equivalent to the expences. 

The value of this sand was first detected by 
a Gerjoian of the name of Herman, who, com- 
ing into this country on some special commis* 
sion> and being informed that some boys had 
found large pieces of native gold in the sand, 
hear the surface of the earth, went to the spot, 
and ascertained that its sand contained many 
particles of gold. The discovery, however, 
was neglected until the year 1816 or 1817, 
when, on fseurther research, a still richer sand 
was fonnd, which could be collected at the 
rate of three roubles for every zolotinck of 
gold; whereas the gold procured from the 
Berezooskia mine was at the comparative ex* 
pence of ten roubles. 

The sand is found in strata of from six 
inches to three feet in thickness, sometimes 
lying close to the surface, at other times at 
the depth of a Cstthom from it, or at any inters 
mediate depth, but generally underneath a 
bed of clay; and occasionally two or three 
strata are found. Masses of native gold, 
nearly a pound in weight, have been found in 
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it, and it is generally combined with quartz j 
it is not improbable that the sand is 
formed from decomposed material of this kind* 
Tlie gold is separated by washing the sand, 
for which purpose it is spread upon inclined 
wooden planes, over which a gentle stream of 
water is passed, the sand being kept in con« 
tinued agitation; by this means the sand is 
carried off, while the more ponderous gold 

remains behind. Mr. M y however, has 

lately invented a mode of washing, by which 
the process is effected with a tenth of the 
labour of the old process. The proportion of 
gold contained in the sand varies from three 
zolotincks to a quarter of one in every hun- 
dred poods, whidi are equal to three thousand 
six hundred pounds wei^t, English. 

It is evident that the gold thus found in 
combination with quartz, is the result of the 
decompositions of the neighbouring moui^ 
tains, the alluvia of which has been washed 
down, into the plains below, and thus disposed 
into strata. All the. specimens found on 
Mr. M 's estate confirm this opwion. 

In Anson's voyage, gold is said to have been 
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dittorsred in a ateitftr manaer m fte tftoui»- 
tains of Brazil, near Rio Janeiro : ^^ great 
cpiantities of it were annually washed fimll 
tine hiUs^ and left amongst the sand and gravel 
which remained in the valleys, after the mn^ 
niBg off or evaporadon of the wali^.'^ 

There is at Ekaterinburg a considerable 
manufectory of copper money, produeasg 
annually coin to die value of about half a 
million of rouUes, which are! chiefly semt te 
St. Pefeersbuig. I did not e^^^ne this ibl^ 
as the woricmen, on my tetum from Mr. M/^ 
were occupied in getting in the faajr^tarv^sC, 
for whidi purpose they aie alkwed twisty 
days every summer. 

It may foe interesting toofinr » few remarifas 
with respctet to the uitifoptuate exiles and pri^ 
tsoneirswho'are^ doomed to woik ait the mAies 
aoi maiiuliwteries of Siberia. 

Tbe ammal average of the new eonvicts^is 
about six diousand^ or about a hundrdd mates 
atnd twenty fenudear wtoekly^ ^ho peuas thncm^ 
Ekateri^urg, the former every TuBsday, and 
the latJter every Friday urontiny) intone nufire 
distaHt parts of Siberia. The rate of their 
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progfess 18 from fifteen to twenty miles a day, 
excepting cm Sundays and other great holi- 
days. Houses aie built at every station for 
their reception. 

Their fatigues and sulEsrings, on so immen^ 
a journey, imist, it may be conceived, be very 
great; if, however, they become foot-*sore, or 
really ill, the peasants are compelled to for- 
ward them in telegas; and occasionally, when 
^ngerously ill, they are left behind on the 
ixmd, axA not unfrequently relieved, by the 
friendly hand of detath, from fiiUire misery. 
The females who survive the jonrney a^ 
generaUy ao far broken down by itsihai?dfid»ips 
or diteaae^ as to be incapable aiterward oi 
bearing children; and thus the:iQleiitk^naof 
government, of addiiiig to* thi» iftrtUre poplila- 
tton of the ceulitry^ ar^ frustrated by the 
want of some better lurrangetnenta. for the 
teandcnii^ ^se poor wretdbes to the scene 
ef their kaniahment The wives and fiuntli^ 
of the convicts are pennditted to meompaxry 
thevky if they wish it. 

In the summet tilQGie mcmy oi the maHe ooBh 
victs elude the vigjlance of iSieir guards, and 
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400 SINGULAR ATTEMPT AT JOBBERY. 

escape into the woods, where they contrive to 
subsist for a time, either on the wild fruits 
which nature offers them, or by the plunder 
of the neighbouring peasants and villages. 
As winter approaches, cold and hunger in- 
variably compel them to surrender thems^es, 
when they are punished accordingly. 

A few years since, sixteen of these runaway 
convicts collected together in the woods near 
Ekaterinburg, and committed extensive de- 
predations on the town and neighbourhood. 
They not only plundered for provisions, but, 
Roman-like, carried away women, whom the^ 
compelled to live with them; a body of solr 
diers, however, at length dispersed them, and 
secured several of them. 

A singular attempt at robbery took place 
about a year before my visit to this place. 
Three men, designing to pkinder a miUer^ 
house, which was situated near his mill, at 
two or three miles distant from the matA 
road, procured a carriage resembling a poi^ 
equipage, under the disguise of whi<^ they 
took the oppwtunity of the miUer b^ng 
a][>sent, to get admitted into his house. They 
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foiled the isdUer^s wife mk^ eootiber wmia^ 
oady witbm; the former they iwmtdiatAly 
directed to take them to a certain room, whert 
they supposed the miller kept Im mon^y. 
Instead^ however, of .obeying them, die poor 
wcHoian fainted away throtigh fright, during 
the bustle occasioned by which the other 
woman coi^ived to escape, Tlie robbers 
now put the wife into a large chest, and pror 
oeeded to rifle the house. Before they had 
satisfied theuselTM, however, a number of 
workmen from the mill rushed in and secured 
them; the female who had made her ledoape 
having given the alarm. It is needless to add^ 
^hat the rogues got Imouted itnd sent to the 
mines* One of them proved to be a buteher, 
in good ciicumstances* 

On the day previous to leaving Ekaterin* 
burg, I had the hojiour of dining with the 
Senator OcAeral Suna^off and his aoaable 
fiunily, comprising his lady, two sons, and 9» 
Bsany diui^taes* Madao^ is a very pi<^ 
wottian, but yet, as it oughl' to be, very efafier? 
ftd ^nd agveeiUiile in her manners andlmaver^ 
sation. The general himself is an^ aecosn*. 

VOL. I. 2 
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402 MADAME SIMANOFF> 

plished gentleman, and, from his knowledge of 
mineralogy, well calculated for the business 
he is at present occupied with. 

Madame Simanoff expressed great anxiety 
to contribute to the cojnfort of my ensuing 
journey; and although I assured her that 
every requisite provision had been made, 
would persist in contributing something. At 
length it occurred to me, that, as the heat 
of the weather would not permit my re- 
cently-cooked meat to keep more than a 
couple of days, an addition of some salted 
provision would be acceptable; when she 
appeared highly gratified in ordering a couple 
of tongues and some smoke-dried sausages 
to be sent to me. These I found very 
serviceable, and they lasted untU my arrival 
at Irkoutsk. 

Previous to setting off, I had my pavoshka 
put into good repair, and in particular two 
new wheels attached to it, which cost tm 
only twenty roubles, and proved so good, that 
I afterwards travelled two thousand five hun- 
dred miles with them, without the least nec^h 
sity for repair. 
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Ekaterinburg, founded by Peter the Great, 
and so named in honour of his empress, con- 
tains about twelve thousand inhabitants. Per- 
haps a duller town for a traveller cannot be 
found. Its more respectable population con- 
sists of government officers, attached to the 
mines and manufactories in its neighbour- 
hood. It has a post from St. Petersburg only 
once in the week, which is seventeen days on 
the road, and which, of course, anticipates all 
the public news, so that little information, 
except of a private nature, can be gleaned 
from the traveller who makes it in his route. 
The town contains seven stone churches and 
a nunnery 9 besides some excellent stone houses, 
where the merchants principally reside : one 
of these, occupied by the senator, is almost 
worthy of being a royal residence. The streets 
are not paved, and consequently very dirty 
after rain ; from the situation of the town, how- 
ever, they soon become dry again, particularly 
in summer ; so that the chief inconvenience is 
felt at the commencement and breaking up of 
winter. 

On the evening of Saturday, August 9, I 
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lock my leave of 0£aiteriiib«rg, and prot^eeded 
to the country resideDce of my (Hend Mr. M., 
where I rested for the Bight, and in theniorn- 
ing bade adieu to his amiaUe family, who 
showed the most gratifying interest in my 
future hi^piness and safety: in short, the 
sensibility they expressed on this occasion 
ahnost overpowered my feelings. Notliing, 
bowev^, could divert me for a moment from 
the gratiJScation I felt in prosecuting my Jour*^ 
pi^, to which my imagination began to set 
ho limit, othcnv^ise than by completing the 
dimxit of the whole gk^. 

In the evening, without any event of par- 
ticular interest occurrii^, I arrived at the 
town of Catnichlof, distant a hundred and 
bne vers^from Ekaterinburg. At three in 
the afternoon of the next day, we reached 
% station where no post-horses were to be met 
Willi, in consequence of a General^ who Was 
on his Iray from Tobolsk to 8t Petersburg, 
having taken them all. 

I not only found this station without horses^ 
but without postmaster or blacksmith. There 
(s inltoed oidy biie postm&ster t6 every ^Dur 
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gtati€»is, betwi^eo Ekaterinburg and Tobolsk; 
while from Tobolsk to Irkoutsk the noinl^er is 
still fiirtiier dimimshed. This is a great in- 
eonvenienee to those travellers whose rank 
does not give them authority to inflict corporal 
punishment on the negligent or insi^nt &ri^ 
vers ; besides, where the postmaster is wanttng^^ 
ycM genially find the want also of a Bama^ 
var, or ether convenient vi^sset to boil yoiir 
water in. 

if y occasion for a blacksmith was not v&!f 
UTgei|t ; hut on arriving at the next station, llie 
town of IViraen, we were detained neaiiy aft 
hour in repairs, notwithstanding I had ieft 
£katerinburg so lately, in what was ocmsidered 
a perfect state. 

As I sat in my carriage ditring these opera- 
tions, an un£G«tunate exile addressed me in 
Frepeh; and began to pour out his tale of 
woes. He iafonneid me, that he had held a 
tefipeetafaie situation in the service of this 
country, from wlHch he had been removed 
into exile, without having the slightest know« 
l0dge of the nature x4 his offi^nee. Of course 
I ^»iiiiot voudi for ^ auitheiitiepty of his 
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Story. I diK^yped a few words cC eonflk^iioey 
and drove otL 

Tumen is the first town in the government 
of Tobolsk, and about midway between that 
city and Ekaterinburg, being two hundred 
miles from each; it was also the first town 
built by the Russians in Siberia. The inhabi- 
tants are principally Roscolnicks, a numerous 
sect of dissenters fi*om the Greek church. 
They will neither enter a Greek ' church, 
nor permit one of its priests to enter their 
houses; the consequence is, that they are 
obliged to fee the latter for abstaining from 
this exercise of their duty, and blessing their 
habitations on certain festivals, when they 
have a privilege of doing so; hence where 
there is an abundance of these dissenters in a 
parish, its pastor thrives bettel* than in the 
midst of a pure flock of his own. These peo* 
pie are possessed of great industry, and are 
very regular and sober in their habits, and 
therefore, as relates to temporal affairs, are 
generally prosperous. 

There are several large brandy distilleries 
in this neighbourhood, and the town itself is 
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of much consideration, being well situated for 
commerce on the river Tuma, in the midst of 
populous villages and a fertile country. 

On leaving this place we crossed the Tuma, 
and proceeded to the next station, through a 
hilly country and along indiflferent roads. 

On the 12th, about one o'clock in the day, 
we crossed the river Tobol, and soon after 
arrived at a station distant a hundred and 
seventy versts from the city of Tobolsk. The 
postmaster here was particularly civil and at- 
tentive, the accommodations of his house 
being superior to what are generally met with 
in this part of the world. 

The roads were now very rough and hilly. 
At eight in the evening we arrived within 
three stations from Tobolsk, at a Tartar vil- 
lage, where there was much difficulty in pro- 
curing boiling water. The postmaster and 
his wife were both absent, and their daughter, 
a girl of fifteen, unable to furnish me with 
any thing except a few berries* My postillion 
set off into the% village, amongst his Tartar 
brethren, and at length returned with water, 
which, however, he stated, he had procured 
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408 ARRIVAL AT TOBOLSK. 

with great difficulty. I suspect thid; his lazi^ 
nesKs, or wi^ to make much of his services, 
were the principal sources of this difficulty. 

After much detention, throughout the night, 
either at the post-houses, or in consequence of 
the badness of the roads, we at length arrived 
in the immediate neighbourhood of tlie cele- 
brated capital of Siberia, the city of Tobolsk. 
When within half a mile of it we crossed the 
river Irtish, on a raft ; on landing on tiie oppo^ 
site bank, my passport was examined, after 
whidi we were allowed to proceed into the 
city. 
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